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We are All Responsible for the Care of Nature

Planning Ahead

Thanks to the many Audubon supporters listed in this issue of  the Report, last year was one of  the 
most successful fundraising years in Audubon’s storied history. In 2019, donations ranging from $5 
to $50,000 all made a significant impact in our work to defend nature in Rhode Island. Ending on 

such a strong financial footing made it possible for Audubon to launch the new year in a strong position, 
with resources at the ready to work toward greater environmental change. 

Your membership dues and donations are the fuel that keeps our work possible. Year-end gifts are critical 
to success, but financial support is also needed throughout the year. There are many ways to join us in help-
ing birds and wildlife. Use the checklist below to identify gift options that might fit your planning goals.

The Touisset Marsh Wildlife Refuge in Warren is a beautiful place to take an easy hike in any 
season to see a variety of  birds. It is also home to an increasingly rare coastal grasslands salt-
marsh system that provides habitat for a variety of  birds and other wildlife – many of  which 

are threatened due to climate change. Due to the fortunate topography, the upland fields will one day 
provide a place where future marshes will migrate as the sea level rises.  

The provocative art installation provided by Professor Leonard Yui and his architecture students at 
Roger Williams University tells an important story about what is to come, and reminds us that no mat-
ter what century we live in, we are all responsible for the care of  nature. Our most important legacy will 
be how we have left the planet for future generations.         

Thank you to Professor Yui and his students for this special ecological art installation. And thank you 
for continuing to be a supporter of  the Audubon Society of  Rhode Island and lending your voice to a 
growing chorus of  people who will speak out in defense of  nature. 

              Sincerely,

Lawrence J. F. Taft, Executive Director

Gift Option

Cash

Appreciated Stock

Gift the Gives Back

Donor Advised Funds

Transfer from an IRA

Sustaining Donation

    Key Benefits

• The easiest way to give. Write a check, donate online at www.asri.org.

• If  you own stock in companies, transfer a stock that you’ve owned for 
more than one year and pay no capital gains tax. The full value of  the stock 
qualifies for a deduction if  you itemize. Contact Jeff  Hall at jhall@asri.org 
for instructions on how to transfer stock to Audubon.

• Receive lifetime income for a charitable gift annuity. There can be one or 
two income beneficiaries.

• Do you have a donor advised fund? Gifts from these funds are simple to 
complete and use funds already set aside for charitable purposes.

• If  you are required to take distributions from an individual retirement 
account, you can make a gift to nature directly from your IRA. It counts 
toward your minimum distribution and you pay no tax. The IRA sends 
funds directly to Audubon.

• Set up a monthly contribution using your credit card or bank account and 
let smaller monthly amounts grow to make a significant impact for nature.

For more information on how you can start today and make a larger impact for birds and wildlife, contact 
Jeff  Hall at (401) 949-5454 ext. 3017 and let him show you the many ways to give. The time is right!

2 Audubon Society of Rhode Island • www.asri.org



As visitors traverse trails through hardwood forests, open fields 
and along a scenic salt marsh at the Audubon Touisset Marsh 
Wildlife Refuge in Warren, they encounter five twenty-foot tall 

piers rising out of the ground. A handful of wooden perches for birds 
protrude from their faces, punctuating lines of circular and oval indents. 
Etched in Morse code with passages from seminal environmentalists 
of the 20th Century, the writings on these piers echo the struggles and 
warnings voiced by prior generations. 

A year-long project designed by Leonard Yui, Assistant Professor of 
Architecture at Roger Williams University (RWU) and facilitated by 
Audubon Senior Director of Conservation Scott Ruhren, Five Ecolog-
ical Piers was installed by a team of RWU architecture students and 
Audubon staff.  While providing opportunities to reflect on messages 
from the past, the installation also educates visitors on the impacts of 
climate change. “Audubon has been involved with the project from the 
beginning,” said Ruhren. “We wanted to ensure that the refuge values 
were enhanced and protected. This art installation fits well into the land-
scape, educates on sea level rise, and adds to the visitor experience at 
Touisset.”

The tall piers display expected sea level rise values shared by research 
organizations like the Coastal Resources Center (CRC) and U.S. Army 

Corp of Engineers. Visitors with mobile devices such as cell phones and 
tablets can access educational materials about this installation through 
QR codes. Resources about climate change, sea level rise, and habitat 
change will be available in a relatable and accessible manner.

Yui explains that this installation is different from other educational 
tools available on sea level rise as it connects impacts to a specific loca-
tion. “Sea level rise oftentimes is studied from kind of an aerial perspec-
tive,” said Yui. “And there’s mass quantities of information. And while 
that information is definitely important, from an individual perspective, 
it’s really hard to relate to. The strategy with this installation is to have 
people understand the site first. What is the current ecology of the Tou-
isset property and what do visitors enjoy about the site? Then overlay 
how sea level rise might affect this space.” 

The Touisset Marsh Wildlife Refuge is one of the Audubon Society 
of Rhode Island’s most scenic properties. Providing a wide variety of 
diverse habitat, Touisset also borders a saltmarsh that is currently being 
affected by sea level rise. “This ecological installation is really not about 
the structure,” explains Yui. “It’s about helping people to look at the 
landscape more carefully, and to understand the changes that sea level 
rise will bring.”

Please turn to page 4

Audubon Partners with 
Roger Williams University 

FIVE 
ECOLOGICAL 
PIERS 

An Ecological Art Installation Depicting Future Sea Level Rise Now Shares the Diverse Habitat 
at Audubon’s Touisset Marsh Wildlife Refuge in Warren, Rhode Island.
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REVERENT GATEWAYS 
The tall piers are designed to recognize the forerun-
ners of today’s environmental movement: Rachel 
Carson, John Muir, Marjorie Stoneman Douglas, 
Wes Jackson, and Aldo Leopold. Their aspirational 
and cautionary excerpts are etched in Morse code - 
a language that spanned their generation - and are 
as relevant today as when they were written. These 
critical messages, accessible through the QR code on 
the piers, are intended to stir curiosity and inspire 
today’s digital generation.

REDESIGNED LUMBER 
The structures are made from native Eastern White 
Pine (Pinus strobus) sourced from a local mill. It 
was cut down for a new development and prepped 
for architectural use. The wood used in this project 
has been recycled, adapted and redesigned to include 
uses for wildlife. 

HABITAT & CHANGE
The holes and perches on the piers provide habitat 
for native bird and insect species. The piers also pro-
vide information on the ecological differences found 
in each setting, allowing visitors to view the changes 
to the piers and the property, especially as climate 
change influences how this landscape will look in 
the future. 

SEA LEVEL RISE 
The piers are designed to display expected sea level 
rise values shared by research organizations like the 
Coastal Resources Center (CRC) and the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Although 
values can change over time, the trend over recent 
decades has seen consistent increases, some of which 
are dramatic. The piers act as measuring devices, 
inspired by CRC’s Teresa Crean, and are situated in 
various habitats on the refuge that mark expected sea 
level rise and storm events for the years 2050 and 
2100. The physical markers on the piers are in devel-
opment and will be coordinated with the support of 
the CRC in the next stage of the project.  

QR CODE
QR codes in development will allow visitors with 
mobile devices such as cell phones and tablets to 
access digital information and educational materi-
als about this art installation. Designed to serve cur-
rent and future generations, resources about climate 
change, sea level rise, and habitat change will be 
available in a relatable and accessible manner.

Key elements of the installation 
include:

FIVE ECOLOGICAL PIERS
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“This art installation fits well into the landscape, 
educates on sea level rise, and adds to the visitor 
experience at Touisset.”
      – Scott Ruhren, Audubon Senior Director of Conservation

THANKS TO THE TOUISSET FIRE 
COMPANY, STATION 6
As architecture students and Audubon staff 
installed the piers, they would leave the ref-
uge covered in soil and cement dust. Tou-
isset Fire Company, Station 6 (TFC) Chief 
Jim Sousa and company members allowed 
staff and students the use of their facilities 
to clean up before hitting the road. TFC has 
always been a good neighbor at Touisset, 
and Audubon extends thanks for their assis-
tance during this installation.

The trails at Touisset Marsh Wildlife Refuge lead visitors through forest, fields and provide stunning views of saltmarsh habitat and the Kickemuit 
River. Fields of flowers attract butterflies in the summer months, and the flat terrain brings cross-country skiers in winter. While an ideal destination 
for families and those looking for an easy, peaceful walk, Touisset Marsh also plays a critical role in protecting the coast from storms and rising tides. 
This property will become even more valuable as sea levels rise and extreme weather events become more frequent.  It is an ideal location to reflect 
on the past, enjoy the present, and increase one’s understanding of what the future will hold. Visit the Five Ecological Piers at Audubon’s Touisset 
Marsh Wildlife Refuge, 99 Touisset Road, Warren, RI. For more information visit: asri.org/5-piers-touisset.html

Top left: The bridge at Touisset Marsh Wildlife Refuge. Audubon conservation staff prepare for the installation of 
the piers. From left: Jon Scoones (in white), Mike Cavaliere, Scott Ruhren, and Laura Carberry. 
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At first glance, the inside of the Rhode Island Municipal Recy-
cling Facility in Johnston is a complex maze of conveyor belts, 
walkways and giant green machines with yellow and orange 

highlights, something like you might imagine at an old-fashioned indus-
trial processing plant. But the unseen technology it uses to sort the mas-
sive quantities of recyclable materials generated by Rhode Islanders is 
impressive.

A recent tour started at the tipping room floor, where trucks lined up 
to dump their load of mixed recyclables – collected curbside from resi-
dents throughout the state – on the cement floor of a giant open-ended 
warehouse-like structure. That’s where workers quickly assess whether 
the load is contaminated with too many items that cannot be recycled in 
the facility, like plastic bags, propane tanks, televisions and plastic coat 
hangers. If the load contains more than 10 percent non-recyclable mate-
rials, it is rejected and everything goes into the landfill (though more 
often than not, loads aren’t rejected unless they contain closer to 30 
percent of non-recyclable material). 

The loads that make the cut are added to a massive pile – 25 feet high 
and 100 feet long – of cardboard, paper and a rainbow of plastics, metal 
and glass. Workers driving front-end loaders then dump the materials 
from the pile into a drum feeder that delivers it into the plant at an opti-

mal rate for sorting. The conveyor soon reveals numerous hidden items 
that don’t belong in anyone’s recycling bin – paint cans, oversized con-
tainers, jars that haven’t been emptied of their contents, and household 
trash – that four men wearing hard-hats and gloves try to pull out before 
they pass by. 

And then things get complicated. The remaining materials on the con-
veyor then hit the first of several “star screens,” a sorting device that 
flips light-weight materials upward while the rest travels down. The first 
star screen directs large pieces of cardboard out of the mixed materials. 
“It’s a little physics and a little geometry,” said Jared Rhodes, director of 
policy and programs at the Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corpora-
tion, who was leading the tour. “The big stuff surfs over the top while 
the rest goes down below.”

A few yards away, another star screen positioned at a steep angle 
delivers most of the rest of the paper products off the conveyor, leav-
ing just plastics, metal and glass still to be sorted. A magnetic belt then 
directs the steel and tin containers in one direction, while a device called 
an eddy current repels the aluminum in another direction. An optical 
scanner then shoots a beam of light to identify each of the remaining 
materials by their reflectivity, and a jet of air directs each item wherever 
it needs to go. Glass is diverted through a breaking machine and then 

THE TRUTH ABOUT 
YOUR RECYCLING BIN

Approximately 62,500 tons of plastics ended up in the landfill in Rhode Island in 2015. Half of 
it could have been recycled through one of the state’s recycling programs.

By Todd McLeish
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into a hammering mill to pulverize it. 
Plastics are dropped below to a final conveyor, where another optical 

scanner separates it by color – clear, colored and natural (think gallon 
milk jugs). From there, the plastic goes through a bailing machine that 
spits out 4-foot square bails of plastics, which are stacked five high and 
six deep around three walls of the bailing room. Trucks from companies 
seeking to acquire the materials then back up to the adjacent loading 
dock to pick up whatever they need.

“There’s a lot of moving parts here,” Rhodes said. “This is the end of 
the line. And the beginning of another one.”

* * * * * *

The Municipal Recycling Facility is an efficient system for sorting 
plastics and other recyclable materials and preparing them for pick-up 
by those seeking the raw materials, but far too much of it is contami-
nated by items that should not be placed in the recycling bin in the first 
place. And Rhode Islanders recycle just 25 percent of their trash via 
their recycling bin. 

Plastics are a huge part of the problem. Rhodes points out that just nine 
percent of all the plastic ever produced has been recycled, and plastics 
production is expected to grow by 40 percent by 2025. About 78 million 
tons of plastic packaging are produced every year around the world, and 
40 percent of it ends up in a landfill somewhere. The situation in Rhode 
Island isn’t any better.

About 62,500 tons of plastics ended up in the landfill in Rhode Island 
in 2015, according to Krystal Noiseaux, the former education and out-
reach manager at Rhode Island Resource Recovery.  Half of it could 
have been recycled through one of the state’s recycling programs.

“There are a gazillion plastic items that can’t be recycled at all,” said 
Noiseaux. “Even if we do everything we can and everyone is fully par-
ticipating, there is still going to be a lot of plastic that needs to be land-
filled because recyclers don’t want it or can’t process it or we can’t 
produce it in the quality or volume they need. 

“Unfortunately, there has been a big change in the composition of the 
materials we have to manage,” she added. “More and more products are 
being made from plastic; companies are changing to plastics because it’s 
lighter to ship.”

To minimize the wasteful use of natural resources that are used to 
produce plastic and reduce the litter that accumulates seemingly every-
where you look, Audubon advocates for the elimination of single-use 
plastics. It also encourages all Rhode Islanders to remember the mantra 
of the three R’s – reduce, reuse, recycle – and to emphasize the first two, 
reduce and reuse, rather than relying exclusively on recycling. 

Not doing so has significant implications.
Because plastics do not biodegrade, the growing quantities of plastics 

that end up in the landfill have serious ramifications on the life expec-
tancy of Rhode Island’s Central Landfill. At the current rate of trash 
being landfilled in the state, the landfill is expected to run out of space 
in 2034. And while there is a planning process under way to determine 
how to address future waste disposal needs, there is little space available 
to expand the landfill at the current site.

Please turn to page 16

“Unfortunately, there’s also a lot of wish-
cycling—we want it to be recycled, so we put 
it in the bin even if it doesn’t belong there – 
and that does more harm than good”  

              – Krystal Noiseaux, Rhode Island Resource Recovery

The baling conveyor for plastics at RI Resource Recovery.

We Can 
Help 
Wildlife...

When You 
Help Us.
Audubon Raptor Care
Donate Today: 
asri.org/raptorcare 
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Help Send a Kid to 

AUDUBON SUMMER CAMP

How did you spend your playtime as a child?  
Did you go outside and explore the woods or play in your yard?  
Did you run through the grass playing games, look for frogs in a 
nearby pond, or maybe build a fort? For most adults, the connection 
to nature began with positive, childhood experiences. By contrast, 
today’s children are spending less and less time playing outside. 

Many families cannot afford to send their 
child to Audubon Summer Camp.
You can help to get a child outside and experience nature this 
summer. Your donation of $260 will allow a young camper to 
hike through the woods, explore the shore, get up-close with cool 
critters, make messy crafts and have lots of healthy, outdoor fun.

Please donate TODAY!  Summer is right around the corner.

All Kids Should Go to Summer Camp
Help us send 100 kids to Audubon Summer Camp. It’s an experience that connects youth with nature and makes their summer special.
Your generous donation of $260 will send one child to Audubon Camp for one week. Summer is right around the corner! Please 
donate today to the Audubon Summer Camp Scholarship Fund and make a difference in a child’s life. 

“I am going to help send a Kid to Summer Camp!”
Please charge my credit cardPlease accept my donation for a camp scholarship

_$520 (2 kids)  _$260  _$130  _$65 _$32.50 _Other $_

Please make check payable to: Audubon Society of Rhode Island  •  Mail to: Audubon Scholarships, 12 Sanderson Rd., Smithfield, RI 02917

You can also donate online at asri.org

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

CARD NUMBER

EXPIRATION DATE (MM/YYYY) CVV CODE

SIGNATURE
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Audubon Camp gets kids ages 2½ to 13 outside to explore a variety of habitats 
and provides a safe environment to have lots of FUN in nature.  

2020 AUDUBON SUMMER CAMP SCHEDULE

For more information and to register, visit: audubonsummercamp.com 

Audubon Nature 
Center and Aquarium

Bristol, RI

Audubon Nature 
Center and Aquarium

Bristol, RI

Audubon Nature 
Center and Aquarium

Bristol, RI

Audubon Caratunk 
Wildlife Refuge

Seekonk, MA

Audubon Caratunk 
Wildlife Refuge

Seekonk, MA
DATES

June 22, 2020 –
June 26, 2020

Habitats, Homes 
& Hideaways 

Ages 5-6
9am-3pm

June 29, 2020 –
July 3, 2020

July 6, 2020 –
July 10, 2020

July 13, 2020 –
July 17, 2020

July 20, 2020 –
July 24, 2020

July 27, 2020 –
July 31, 2020

August 3, 2020 –
August 7, 2020

August 10, 2020 –
August 14, 2020

Fins & Fishes
Ages 5-6
9am-3pm

Dinosaur Days
Ages 5-6
9am-3pm

Explore the Shore
Ages 5-6
9am-3pm

Dinosaur Days
Ages 5-6
9am-3pm

Explore the Shore
Ages 5-6
9am-3pm

Amazing
Metamorphosis!

Ages 5-6
9am-3pm

Fins & Fishes
Ages 5-6
9am-3pm

Creatures of the Deep! 
Ages 7-9
9am-3pm

Coastal Adventures
Ages 7-9
9am-3pm

Wildlife Trackers
Ages 7-9
9am-3pm

Creatures of the Deep! 
Ages 7-9
9am-3pm

Survival Challenge
Ages 7-9
9am-3pm

Creatures of the Deep! 
Ages 7-9
9am-3pm

Wildlife Trackers
Ages 7-9
9am-3pm

Coastal Adventures
Ages 7-9
9am-3pm

Early Birds
Ages 2.5-4 w/adult 

9am-12pm

Fledglings
Ages 4-5

9am-12pm

Birds of Prey
Ages 10-12
9am-3pm

Marine Biology Camp 
Ages 10-12

M-Th 9am-3pm
F 9am-5:30pm

Sea Squirts
Ages 4-5

9am-12pm

Traveling Naturalist
Ages 10-12

M-Th 9am-3pm
F 9am-5:30pm

Habitat Investigations
Ages 10-12
9am-3pm

Habitats, Homes 
& Hideaways 

Ages 5-7
9am-3pm

Amazing
Metamorphosis!

Ages 5-7
9am-3pm

Habitat Investigations 
Ages 11-13
9am-3pm

Survival Challenge
Ages 8-11
9am-3pm

Wildlife Trackers
Ages 8-11
9am-3pm
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FREE WEDNESDAY MORNING BIRD WALKS
Please visit Audubon’s website or Facebook page for the weekly location. 
Every Wednesday through June 2020; 9:00 – 11:00 am.

CAPE ANN WINTER BIRDING VAN TRIP 
Departs from Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, 12 Sanderson Road, 
Smithfield, RI; March 1, 2020; 7:00 am – 5:00 pm.

OWLING VAN TRIP 
Departs from Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge, 99 Pardon Joslin Road, 
Exeter, RI; March 6, 2020; 4:00 – 8:00 pm.

AMERICAN WOODCOCKS
Observe the enchanting mating flights  
of  the American Woodcock.

- WOODCOCK WALK 
   Caratunk Wildlife Refuge,  
   301 Brown Avenue,  
   Seekonk, MA; 
   March 26, 2020; 6:00 – 8:00 pm.

- WOODCOCKS AND WINE
   Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge,  
   99 Pardon Joslin Road, Exeter, RI;  
   April 9, 2020; 6:30 – 8:30 pm.

- WATCHING WOODCOCKS:  
  SUPPER AND SAUNTER 
   Departs from Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, 12 Sanderson Road,   
   Smithfield, RI; April 10, 2020; 6:00 – 9:00 pm.

BIRDING FOR BEGINNERS – FIVE SESSIONS
This five-week class provides a basic understanding of  bird biology  
as well as visual and by-ear identification techniques.
Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium, 1401 Hope Street, Bristol, RI; 
April 18, 25, May 2, 9, 16, 2020; 9:00 – 11:00 am.

GREAT SWAMP WALK 
Great Swamp, 296 Great Neck Road, South Kingstown, RI; 
May 2, 2020; 2:30 – 5:00 pm.

SPRING BIRDING VAN TRIP 
Departs from Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge, 99 Pardon Joslin Road, 
Exeter, RI; May 11, 2020; 8:30 am – 4:00 pm.

BLUEBIRD WALK 
Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, 301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA; 
May 24, 2020; 7:00 – 8:30 am.

AUDUBON NATURE TOURS & PROGRAMS
March – May 2020

FREE MAY BIRDING WALKS

For more information and to register, visit the events calendar at www.asri.org

May is the peak month for the spring bird migration, with 
something different moving through each week. Get in on the 
best birding of  the year with Audubon! Novice birders are 
welcome. Walks are geared for teen to adult. 

BIRDING WITH AUDUBON

SUNDAYS 
Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, 301 Brown Ave.,  
Seekonk, MA; May 3, 10, 17, 31, 2020; 7:00 – 8:30 am. 
Note: there is no walk on May 24. 

MONDAYS 
Fort Nature Refuge, (Rt. 5), 1443 Providence Pike,  
North Smithfield, RI; May 4, 11, 18, 2020; 8:00 – 10:00 am. 
Note: there is no walk on May 25.

TUESDAYS 
Maxwell Mays Wildlife Refuge, 2820 Victory Highway, Coventry, RI; 
May 5, 12, 19, 26, 2020; 8:00 – 10:00 am. 

WEDNESDAYS* 
Locations determined weekly, please visit the Audubon website or 
Facebook page for details. 
May 13, 20, 27, 2020; 9:00 – 11:00 am. Note: There is no walk on May 6.
* Free Wednesday Morning Bird Walks will continue through June 2020.

THURSDAYS 
- Marion Eppley Wildlife Refuge, Dugway Bridge Road, West Kingston, RI;
  May 7, 14, 21, 28, 2020; 8:00 – 10:00 am.
- Touisset Marsh Wildlife Refuge, Touisset Road, Warren, RI;  
  May 7, 21, 2020; 9:30 am – 12:00 pm. (Birding for Beginners)
- Emilie Ruecker Wildlife Refuge, Seapowet Avenue, Tiverton, RI;
  May 14, 28, 2020; 9:30 am – 12:00 pm. (Birding for Beginners)

FRIDAYS 
Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge, 99 Pardon Joslin Road, Exeter, RI; 
May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 2020; 8:30-10:30 am. 

SATURDAYS 
Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, 12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI;
May 2, 16, 23, 30, 2020; 9:00 – 10:30 am.

BIRDING WITH KIDS
Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, 12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI;
May 9, 2020: 9:00 – 10:30 am.

APRIL SCHOOL  
VACATION WEEK 
April 13-17, 2020

THREE LOCATIONS 
- Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium
- Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge
- Prudence Island

Get up-close with cool critters, 
explore a pond habitat, go on a 
nature scavenger hunt and more! 
Visit the events calendar at 
asri.org to learn more.

BECOME A NATURE EXPLORER!

Report • Volume 54 • No. 1 • Winter 2020 11



NATURE AS I SEE IT: PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT 
BY KAREN JOHNSON-NIEUWENDIJK 
March 1 to April 31, 2020; 9:00 am – 5:00 pm.

LECTURE: BIRD FRIENDLY COFFEE 
March 5, 2020; 7:00 – 8:00 pm.

FELTED BIRDHOUSES WORKSHOP 
March 21, 2020; 12:30 – 4:30 pm.

PEDAL FOR PONGO: FILM SCREENING 
March 22, 2020; 2:00 – 4:00 pm.

SEA GLASS JEWELRY WORKSHOP
Three Dates Offered.
March 28, April 25, May 30, 2020; 11:00 am – 12:30 pm.

SOIL TESTING
April 4, 2020; 2:00 – 4:30 pm.

BIRDING FOR BEGINNERS 
This five-week class provides a basic understanding of  bird 
biology as well as visual and by-ear identification techniques.
April 18, 25, May 2, 9, 16, 2020; 9:00 – 11:00 am.

WILDLIFE AND HABITAT CONSERVATION TALK 
BY LOU PEROTTI  
OF ROGER WILLIAMS PARK ZOO
April 23, 2020; 7:00 – 8:00 pm.

COUNTING THE BIRDS OF THE FOUR SEASONS: 
ARTWORK BY AMY VELDMAN-WILSON 
May 3 to June 30, 2020; 9:00 am – 5:00 pm.

LIGHTHOUSE HISTORY AND TALES LECTURE
May 14, 2020; 7:00 – 8:00 pm.

FAIRY GARDENS FOR ADULTS 
May 16, 2020; 2:00 – 4:00 pm.

AUDUBON NATURE CENTER AND AQUARIUM
1401 Hope Street (Route 114), Bristol, RI

CITIZENS BANK FREE FAMILY FUN DAY 
Thanks to Citizens Bank, the Audubon Nature Center and 
Aquarium is open free to the public the first Saturday of  every 
month. 
March 7, 2020: Clover
April 4, 2020: Earth Day
May 2, 2020: Migratory Birds

PRESCHOOL ADVENTURES 
March 10, 17, 24, 31, 2020; 10:00-11:00 am.

LI’L PEEPS 
March 26, April 2, 9, 23, 30, May 7, 2020; 9:45-10:45 am.

AUDUBON CAMOUFLAGED EGG HUNT
April 4, 2020; 9:30 – 11:00 am.

APRIL SCHOOL VACATION WEEK
Visit the events calendar at asri.org for details.
Monday, April 13, 2020: Senses in Nature 
Tuesday, April 14, 2020: Powerful Pollinators 
Wednesday, April 15, 2020: Animal Transformers 
Thursday, April 16, 2020: All About Owls 
Friday, April 17, 2020: Rad Rhody 

MEMORIAL DAY NATURE ACTIVITIES
May 25, 2020; 10:00 am – 2:30 pm.

FAMILY PROGRAMS & CLASSES FOR CHILDREN

PROGRAMS, LECTURES & WORKSHOPS FOR ADULTS

Meet Lucy & Zach!

Register online through the events calendar at www.asri.org or call (401) 949-5454 ext. 3014.
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LECTURE: ATTRACTING CAVITY NESTERS 
March 4, 2020; 6:30 – 8:00 pm.

WICKED BIG PUDDLES: THE ECOLOGY OF VERNAL POOLS 
March 18, 2020; 6:30 – 8:00 pm.

CREATING SPACES FOR POLLINATORS & HUMMINGBIRDS 
March 26, 2020; 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm.

AUDUBON CAMOUFLAGED EGG HUNT
April 4, 2020; 9:30 – 11:00 am.

WATCHING WOODCOCKS: SUPPER AND SAUNTER 
April 10, 2020; 6:00 – 9:00 pm.

APRIL SCHOOL VACATION WEEK
- Life Under a Log: Hunt for Minibeasts; April 14, 2020; 11:00 am – 12:30 pm.
- Drawing in Nature for Families; April 14, 2020; 2:00 – 3:30 pm.
- City Hawk: The Story of  Pale Male; April 15, 2020; 11:00 am – 12:00 pm.
- Raptors Rock! April 15, 2020; 2:00 – 3:30 pm.
- Totally Turtles! April 16, 2020; 11:00 am – 12:00 pm.
- Nature Photo Scavenger Hunt; April 16, 2020; 2:00 pm – 3:30 pm.
- Froggy Fun; April 17, 2020; 11:00 am – 12:00 pm.

POND EXPLORATION 
April 17, 2020; 2:00 – 3:30 pm.

COMPOSTING 101 
April 29, 2020; 6:30 – 8:00 pm.

FREE MAY BIRDING WALKS
May 2, 16, 23, 30; 9:00 – 10:30 am.

BIRDING FOR KIDS - FREE
May 9, 2020: 9:00 – 10:30 am.

MAKE YOUR OWN FLOWER PRESS 
May 16, 2020; 10:00 am – 12:00 pm.

INVASIVE SPECIES IN YOUR LANDSCAPE:  
THE BITTERSWEET BATTLE 
May 20, 2020; 6:30 – 8:00 pm.

SPRING CRAFT FAIR 
June 6, 2020; 10:00 am – 4:00 pm.

POWDER MILL LEDGES 
WILDLIFE REFUGE 

12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI

Register online through the events calendar at www.asri.org or call (401) 949-5454 ext. 3014.

SPRING WALK WITH AUDUBON
Maxwell Mays Wildlife Refuge, 2082 Victory Highway, Coventry, RI; 
April 6, 2020; 9:30 am – 12:00 pm.

PEEPERS, WOOD FROGS AND MORE! 
Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, 301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA; 
April 19, 2020; 5:30 – 7:30 pm.

MOTHER’S DAY NATURE HIKE WITH AUDUBON
Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, 301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA; 
April 19, 2020; 5:30 – 7:30 pm.

GREAT SWAMP WALK 
Great Swamp, 296 Great Neck Road, South Kingstown, RI; 
May 2, 2020; 2:30 – 5:00 pm.

GUIDED NATURE WALKS

Children hunt for brown eggs in 
a natural setting and quickly learn 
how well the eggs camouflage.

Visit the events calendar at asri.org 
to learn more.

AUDUBON CAMOUFLAGED EGG HUNT
April 4, 2020; 9:30 – 11:00 am
- Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium, 1401 Hope Street, Bristol, RI 
- Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge, 99 Pardon Joslin Road, Exeter, RI
- Powder Mill Ledges, 12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI 

April 11, 2020; 9:30 – 11:00 am
- Caratunk Wildlife Refuge,  301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA

NATURE TOTS 
Session 1: March 5, 12, 19, 26, April 2, 9, 2020;                                                                 
Session 2: May 7, 14, , 21, 28, June 4, 11, 2020;
10:00 - 11:00 am.

AUDUBON CAMOUFLAGED EGG HUNT
April 4, 2020; 9:30 – 11:00 am.

FREE MAY BIRDING WALKS
May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 2020; 8:30 – 10:30 am. 

FISHERVILLE BROOK 
WILDLIFE REFUGE 

99 Pardon Joslin Road, Exeter, RI 
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AUDUBON MAPLE SUGARING
March 14, 2020; 9:00 am – 12:00 pm.

SIP AND SPA DIY! 
March 21, 2020; 6:30 – 8:30 pm.

WOODCOCK WALK 
March 26, 2020; 6:00 – 8:00 pm.

STARGAZING AT CARATUNK
March 29, 2020; 7:00 – 9:00 pm. 

AUDUBON CAMOUFLAGED EGG HUNT
April 11, 2020; 9:30 – 11:00 am.

PEEPERS, WOOD FROGS AND MORE! 
April 19, 2020; 5:30 – 7:30 pm.

TEACUP GARDENS FOR MOTHER’S DAY
May 2, 2020; 2:00 – 3:30 pm.

FREE MAY BIRDING WALKS
May 3, 10, 17, 31, 2020; 7:00 – 8:30 am. 

MOTHER’S DAY NATURE HIKE 
May 10, 2020; 1:00 - 2:30 pm.

BLUEBIRD WALK 
May 24, 2020; 7:00 – 8:30 am. 

CARATUNK  
WILDLIFE REFUGE

301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA

GOODBYE WINTER, HELLO SPRING  
ON PRUDENCE ISLAND 
March 12, 2020; 1:30 – 6:30 pm.

EXPLORE THE ESTUARY FOR KIDS!
April School Vacation Week 
April 23, 2020; 1:30 – 6:30 pm.

SPRING BIRDING ON PRUDENCE ISLAND 
May 14, 2020; 7:30 am – 3:00 pm.

PRUDENCE ISLAND
Narragansett Bay National Estuarine 

Research Reserve, Prudence Island, RI

Register online through the events calendar at www.asri.org or call (401) 949-5454 ext. 3014.

YOURS TO DISCOVER!
AUDUBON SOCIETY OF RHODE ISLAND 

WILDLIFE REFUGES
Take to the trails and discover the natural wonders 
found on Audubon Wildlife Refuges across Rhode Island. 

Explore those special places 
that are only accessible by foot! 
 
Visit www.asri.org for details,  
trail maps and directions  
or call (401)-949-5454.

Narragansett Bay National Estuarine 
Research Reserve, Prudence Island, RI
 
Nature Center and Aquarium /
Claire D. McIntosh Wildlife Refuge
1401 Hope Street, Bristol, RI
 
Touisset Marsh Wildlife Refuge
Touisset Road, Warren, RI
 
Lathrop Wildlife Refuge
Route 1A,Westerly, RI
 
Emilie Ruecker Wildlife Refuge
Seapowet Avenue, Tiverton, RI 
 
Lewis-Dickens Farm
Cooneymus Road, Block Island, RI
 
Maxwell Mays Wildlife Refuge
2082 Victory Highway (Rte 102), Coventry, RI

Fort Wildlife Refuge
1445 Providence Pike (Rt. 5), North Smithfield, RI
 
Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge
12 Sanderson Road (Rt. 5), Smithfield, RI 
 
Waterman Pond
Waterman Hill Road, Coventry, RI
 
George B. Parker Woodland Wildlife Refuge
1670 Maple Valley Road, Coventry, RI
 
Caratunk Wildlife Refuge
301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA
 
Long Pond Woods
Long Pond Road, Rockville, RI
 
Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge
99 Pardon Joslin Road, Exeter, RI
 
Davis Memorial Wildlife Refuge
Davisville Road, North Kingstown, RI
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SA DVE THE DATE

March 14, 2020

AUDUBON 
MAPLE 

SUGARING
Caratunk Wildlife Refuge

301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA
9:00 am – 12:00 pm.
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Watch the 

RAVEN WEBCAM
When it comes to intelligent animals, the Common Raven is right 

up there. They are smart, curious and playful. Zach and Lucy 
are two Common Ravens that call Audubon home. They have limited 
flight capability due to injuries and cannot be released into the wild. 
From playing in the snow to imitating Barred Owls, these intelligent 
birds are constantly surprising Audubon. With the new webcam at the 
Nature Center and Aquarium, you can watch their antics too! 

Audubon thanks the following donors who provided funding for the 
Raven Webcam at the 2019 Party for the Peregrines. We hope to see 
you all on May 1, 2020 at the Roger Williams Park Botanical Center. 
Let’s party for the Peregrines again!

Cassandra Bailey
Louis and Terry Belanger
Nicholas and Julia Califano
Charles and Eilish Clarkson
Mary E. Costello
Meg Curran
Meghan Frost
Elizabeth and Joel Gates
Thomas Golden
David and Jean Golden
Betsy Gooding
Pamela and Paul Goulet 
Samuel and Elizabeth Hallowell
Donald Heitzmann
Jana Hesser
Constance and John Jacobucci

Helen Jankoski
Shawn Magee
Kathleen Melbourne and Lisa Close
Alice and John Nichols
Stanley Pelli and Ann-Christine Duhaime
Candy and Christopher Powell
Krystine Ritzen and Chris Riley
Kathy and Mark Schnabel 
Susan Sherwood-Nulman and Kenneth Nulman
Rafael and Amanda Soares
Martin and Charlotte Sornborger
MariAnn and Bob Sullivan
Maija Lutz and Peter Tassia
Michael Viveiros and Suzanne Dunkl
Cynthia Warren and Martin Bauermeister

Don’t forget!
The Peregrine Falcons will be back in their 
nesting box in March. Watch on the Providence 
Peregrine Webcam as their eggs hatch and 
nestlings grow.

Tune in! 
Visit asri.org and click on the webcam link 
to watch Zach and Lucy, the two Common 
Ravens that call Audubon home.
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“No other city or town is jumping to be the next home of a landfill,” 
Noiseaux said. “We’re prohibited by law from operating any waste-to-
energy facility. Other states are putting trash on rail and sending it to the 
South or Midwest where there is plenty of space, but getting it there is 
going to be more costly for Rhode Islanders.”

To address some of these issues, some companies are now making 
products that they claim are compostable or biodegradable, like utensils 
and plates, but most are designed to be composted in commercial com-
post facilities, not in backyard compost bins.

“They’re not biodegradable in the way that people imagine once they’re 
buried in a landfill,” said Noiseaux. “The thought that these things are 
going to magically biodegrade in the trash isn’t accurate. There isn’t a 
recycling program for compostable utensils, so it’s going to the trash. 
And small odds and ends like that have a tendency, between your house 
and its final burial, to end up in the environment as litter.”

Audubon has been making great strides in reducing its use of plastics 
and increasing its recycling rate in its daily operations. It has paid 

particular attention to eliminating single-use plastics at its major events, 
which hasn’t been easy, considering the popularity of the events and the 
complexity of meeting the expectations of those in attendance.

During Raptor Weekend, for instance, which attracts over 2,000 people 
annually, Audubon used to sell about 600 plastic bottles of water each 
year. Now, in an effort to reduce the event’s carbon footprint, Audubon 
sells none. Instead, attendees purchase 25-cent compostable cups that 
they fill at a large water cooler donated by Crystal Springs. Other bever-
ages are available in cans or bottles that are more easily and more com-
pletely recycled than plastic bottles. Plastic straws are no longer avail-
able at the event either, though reusable metal straws may be purchased 
in the gift shop.

Most Audubon events now feature compostable plates, cups and uten-
sils that are sent to and later processed at a commercial compost facility. 
Even the garbage bags are compostable.

“We try to be very conscious about it. We try to walk the walk,” 
DiMonti said. “Even when doing crafts with kids, we try to use natural 
materials, items that can go into the recycling bin or the compost bin.”

Sustainable living programs are held throughout the year at the Nature 
Center and other Audubon wildlife refuges that focus on recycling, com-
posting, and related themes. Both the Nature Center and Audubon Head-
quarters at Powder Mill Ledges in Smithfield have installed water bottle 
filling stations so that visitors can bring their reusable bottles and fill up 
before they hit the trails. And because of the Nature Center’s location 
along the bike path and shoreline, staff, volunteers and campers regularly 
collect large quantities of plastic bottles, plastic beverage cups and other 
recyclable materials during periodic cleanups. 

“Reduce, reuse, and recycle is wrapped into everything we do,” DiMonti 
added. “We’re very conscious of what we use and how we use it.”

That level of consciousness about our use of plastics must resonate 
throughout the land if the growing plastics crisis is going to be solved.

“We talk all the time about the reduce, reuse, recycle mantra, and it’s 

Continued from page 7

The Truth About Your Recycling Bin

In the past, Audubon used to sell about 600 plastic bottles of water each 
year at Raptor Weekend. Now Audubon sells none. Instead, visitors purchase 
25-cent compostable cups that can be filled at a large water cooler donated 
by Crystal Springs.

About 78 million tons of plastic packaging are produced every year around 
the world, and 40 percent of it ends up in a landfill somewhere.

“Reduce, reuse, and recycle is wrapped into 
everything we do. We’re very conscious of 
what we use and how we use it.” 

– Anne DiMonti, Director of the Nature Center and Aquarium.

important to remember they are ordered in that way for a reason, from 
the most impactful to the least,” said Noiseaux. “The most impactful is 
not obtaining things in the first place. Reduce. Keeping materials circu-
lating through the economy so it can have a second life is second. Reuse. 
And if it can’t be reused, recycle it.

“Unfortunately, there’s also a lot of wish-cycling—we want it to be 
recycled, so we put it in the bin even if it doesn’t belong there – and that 
does more harm than good,” she concluded. “Too much trash in the recy-
cling bin means it all goes to the landfill. So learn the rules of recycling, 
apply them in good faith, and we’ll take it from there.”

* * * * *
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After many years of recycling, most Rhode Islanders 
should know what items can be recycled in their bin and 

what cannot. But the rules are precise and not following them 
is problematic, so a reminder is always worthwhile. Accord-
ing to Rhode Island Resource Recovery, these are the only 
items recyclable in your bin:

• Paper, cardboard (flattened) and cartons

• Metal cans, lids and foil

• Glass bottles and jars

• Plastic containers smaller than 5 gallons

More important are the items that should NOT be recycled in 
your bin:

• No plastic bags, bags of bags, or recyclable materials 
inside of bags

• No more than a trace of food or beverage residue inside 
recyclable containers

• No fiber that isn’t paper, cardboard or cartons  
(i.e., no textiles or wood)

• No paper shreds, napkins, tissues or paper towels

• No metal that isn’t a can, lid or foil (i.e., no pans)

• No glass that isn’t a bottle or jar (i.e., no drinking 
glasses)

• No plastic that isn’t a container

• No foam containers

• No containers from flammable materials or oily 
chemicals

These rules apply only to items placed in recycling bins for 
curbside pickup. Resource Recovery has programs at large 
stores where plastic bags can be dropped off, and numer-
ous locations accept bulky or ridged plastic items like toys. 
Dry, clean Styrofoam or polystyrene can be dropped off at 
Resource Recovery in Johnston. For details about these drop-
off programs, as well as the composting of yard and leaf 
debris, visit www.recycletogetherri.org.

Recycle Right
What you DON’T put in your bin 

can be just as important as what you do.

The tipping floor is where the loads of recycled materials are assessed 
to determine any contamination with items that cannot be recycled, like 
plastic bags, propane tanks, televisions and plastic coat hangers. If the load 
contains too many non-recyclable materials, it is rejected and everything 
goes into the landfill. 

No Matter How 
You Slice It,  
You Can’t Take 
It With You.

Get Audubon’s Will Starter Kit 
and leave your legacy to nature

Leave A Legacy
Visit asri.org/willstarter for a will starter kit. 

(Kit may take a few minutes to download.)
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Maxwell Mays 
Lakefront Cottage
Coventry, RI

This charming cottage in western Coventry 
is on a secluded lake, part of  the Audubon 
Maxwell Mays Wildlife Refuge. Head out 
each day to canoe, bird watch, or hike on 
the property’s trails. 

This beautifully furnished wood and field 
stone camp features fireplace heat, a full 
kitchen, screened porch, dock, large deck 
overlooking the pond, outdoor gas grill, 
indoor plumbing, two bedrooms, one bath. 
The cottage sleeps five.

Perfect for an affordable weekend get-a-
way or a family vacation. Kids love it here! 
The cottage comes with a canoe and kayak. 
Available from May 1 to October 30th.

For details, visit asri.org and click on the services link.

Rent the 
Perfect 

Summer 
Retreat!

Keeping Audubon wildlife refuge signage 
looking fresh, professional and welcoming 

to visitors is an ongoing project. A new sign was 
recently installed at the Lathrop Wildlife Ref-
uge in Westerly. Next, a new sign will appear at 
Marsh Meadows in Jamestown. 

Looking Good Out There!

Old timbers and the decaying roof in the 
Red-tailed Hawk mews were dismantled 

and removed with the help of a team of volun-
teers from IGT (International Game Technol-
ogy). The mew now features a clear, polycar-
bonate corrugated roof, which will allow much 
more sunlight into the hawk’s home and protect 
staff from rain and snow when they are feed-
ing the birds. New doors and gutter systems on 
other aviaries for owls will also be replaced with 
funding from an Animal Welfare Grant from 
the Rhode Island Foundation.

IGT Volunteers Install a 
New Roof for the Audubon 
Red-tailed Hawks

The Route From 
Success to Significance 
Runs Through 
Audubon.

Join the 1897 Leadership Society and 
Help Us Change the World...Together.

Join the 1897 Society Today: asri.org/leadership
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Thank You! 
PARTNERS IN CONSERVATION
The companies listed below have demonstrated their significant commitment 
to the quality of life in Rhode Island and to conserving natural habitats 
through stewardship and education.

MEMORIALS 
Memorials serve and support the conservation and protection of Rhode Island’s 
environment.  During the past quarter, the families and friends of people listed 
below have chosen to remember their loved ones through a gift to the Audubon 
Society of Rhode Island.

GIFTS IN HONOR 
The people listed below have been honored by family and friends who found a 
gift to the Audubon Society of Rhode Island to be the most meaningful way to 
celebrate someone important in their lives.

• AMC Narragansett Chapter 
• BB&S Lumber
• Botanical Center Conservancy 
• Citizens Bank 
• Dassault Systemes 
• Green Energy Consumers Alliance, Inc. 
• Harbor Bath and Body, LLC
• Lyons & Zaremba, Inc. 
• MetLife Auto & Home 

• New England Dispatch Agency 
• NEC Solar
• Partridge Snow & Hahn LLP 
• Pawtucket Red Sox 
• People’s Power and Light 
• R.I. Beekeepers Association
• Target 
• United Natural Foods, Inc. 
• Van Liew Trust Company

In Honor of: Barbara Robinson
From: Scott Gilbert

In Honor of: Bill Cotton
From: Haley Cotton

In Honor of: Bob Emerson 
From: Barbara Putman

In Honor of: Deborah Mongeau
From: Mary Stevenson
           Deborah J. Smith

In Honor of: Keith Maung-Douglass
From: Emily Maung-Douglass

In Honor of: Martin Metzger
From: Brian Metzger

In Honor of: Meredith Pump
From: Robert Pump

In Honor of: Michael Carpenter
From: Bethany Peckham

In Honor of: Ms. Conte
From: Nadya Lehnert

In Memory of: Daniel Elkins
From: Karen Elkins

In Memory of: Jack Doherty
From: Michael and Margaret Alexander

In Memory of: Janice Williams
From: Stephen and Barbara Williams
           Kathleen Ferreira

In Memory of: Joel Silverberg
From: Frederick Lorenzo

In Memory of: John McMordie
From: Heather McMordie

In Memory of: Joseph A Voccio
From: Mary E. Costello

In Memory of: Mary Jo Murray
From: Linda C. Ferraresso
           Barbara A. Chaves

In Memory of: Michael Hadala
From: Wendy Braga

In Memory of: Rachel Carson
From: Kevin and Mardee Carson

In Memory of: Steven A. King
From: Thomas and Ann Turnbull

In Memory of: William “Bill’ Folsom
From: Michael and Donna Scanlon
           Stephen and Mary Jane Higgins
           Paul and Cheryl Mincone
           Richard Armenia

LET’S GET SOCIAL!

LIKE/SHARE/FOLLOW

facebook.com/audubonRI

twitter.com/RIAudubon

instagram.com/RIaudubon

The most followed 
Audubon Facebook 
page in New England!

Named for the year of the Audubon’s founding, the 1897 Society 
honors those whose leadership gifts enable the Audubon Society 
of Rhode Island to advance its mission of protecting birds, other 
wildlife and their habitats through conservation, education and 
advocacy. Our donors can take satisfaction that their contributions 
have an immediate and lasting impact on the people, wildlife and 
natural beauty of Rhode Island.

The 1897 Society celebrates donors who give annually at the $1,000 to $10,000+ level as 
special contributors to our ongoing mission and shall be recognized at the following levels:

Leader — $1,000 to $2,499
Advocate — $2,500 to $4,999
Conservator — $5,000 to $7,499

If you wish to join the 1897 Society and help promote the values and mission of Audubon, 
please visit asri.org/leadership or contact Jeff Hall at 401-949-5454 ext. 3017.

In recognition of their philanthropic charity, members of the 1897 Society enjoy a variety of 
exclusive benefits, including invitations to member-only events and special communications.

Audubon Society of Rhode Island

1897 Society

Benefactor — $7,500 to $9,999
Visionary — $10,000+

Plastics 
That Go In 
The Ocean,
Go In You.
Help Us!
Sign Up for 
Audubon Advoacy Alerts
Sign Up Today: asri.org/alerts
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While taking a walk with my friend this weekend, we were struck 
by the fact that we were never far from the high-pitched chirps 

of birds who were in contact with each other. This four-mile hike, deep 
into a hemlock forest with a babbling brook running alongside us, was 
the perfect setting to find one of the tiniest passerines in New Eng-
land, the Golden-crowned Kinglet. Despite being so small, this tiny 
bird can survive in temperatures up to -40 degrees Fahrenheit with the 
help of its friends. They are often found huddled together in cavities to 
survive those cold nights. The bird’s high metabolism keeps them con-
stantly on the move to find food as they search for insect larvae, mites, 
lice and seeds. The quick flick of their wings is a giveaway in identify-
ing them high up in the trees. Golden-crowned Kinglets are constantly 
letting out high pitched chirps to let their friends know their location, 
as they build mixed flocks with Black-capped Chickadees, Brown 
Creepers, Nuthatches, and 
other songbirds. 

Just over three inches in 
length, the Golden-crowned 
Kinglet has a back of olive 
gray, with lighter gray 
below, two whitish wing 
bars, a bold white and black 
striped face and a flashy 
golden-crown. Males have 
an orange/red crown that 
can be seen when agitated. 
These birds are monogamous and nest mostly in the northern boreal 
forest of North America. However, they can also be found nesting 
in small numbers in Rhode Island and the mountains of Appalachia. 
These small creatures often produce two broods which is an incred-
ible feat if you think about the small window of its breeding season in 
the northern forests.  

Working together, the female and male construct a 3-inch cupped 
nest made of spider webs, moss, lichen and bark. They line the cup 
with feathers and fur to keep the chicks warm on cool nights. Here the 
female lays 3 to 11 eggs. Yes, I did say 11 eggs. She sits in the nest for 
15 days before the eggs hatch, then both parents feed the chicks for 15 
to 16 days before they fledge. At this point, the female immediately 
lays 3 to 11 more eggs. And the male is now in charge of feeding and 
raising the fledglings and feeding the female. Once the second brood 
hatches, the first batch is on its own. Shortly after raising the second 
brood, the pair makes it way to winter grounds, some of these birds 
venturing all the way to Mexico. 

Unfortunately, the Golden-Crowned Kinglet population is in decline, 
with a loss of approximately 2.5% of the population each year. Habitat 
loss and logging has taken a huge toll. On a positive note, the kinglet 
population has actually increased in the East due to the replanting of 
spruce forests in states such as Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Illinois. 

I urge you to head out into the forest before spring arrives, as that 
is when most of these birds will head north. If you find a mixed flock 
of birds, look for the flickering wings of a tiny songbird and listen for 
their high pitched chirps. Despite their size, they are sturdy, deter-
mined and can make it through the harshest of conditions with a little 
help from their friends. 

I hope to see you on the trails!

By Laura Carberry

Be on the Lookout for a Flashy Golden Crown! 
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Rhode Island Birding Trails 

Over 60 Places to Watch Birds 
in the Ocean State
Published by the Audubon Society of Rhode Island

Three separate trails: Northern Rhode Island, 
Southern Rhode Island and East Bay and 
the Islands • All locations easily accessible

Find out where the birders ... bird!

Order Now $14.95 
Order your copy at ribirdingtrails.com 
or purchase at the Audubon Nature Shop in Bristol.

Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium
1401 Hope Street, Bristol, RI

Bird Feeders and Accessories
Field Guides and Binoculars

Children’s Books, Educational 
Games, Toys and More!

Check for Monthly Bird Buys!
20% off for Members

10% off for Non-members

Help our Membership Grow!
Audubon Society of  Rhode Island

All members receive free admission to the Audubon 
Nature Center & Aquarium and discounts at the 

Nature Shop. Membership also includes reduced fees 
for programs, rentals, birthday parties and more!

Refer a
Friend!
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If philanthropy is defined as “the desire 
to promote the welfare of others, 

devoted to the public good, and a focus 
on quality of life,” then Terry Meyer 
exemplifies the role of philanthropist. 
She lives these values to the fullest as 
a consummate volunteer for Audubon, 
leading projects that advance the Soci-
ety’s mission with hands-on gusto, grace 
and goodwill. Audubon honored Terry 
as the 2019 Partner in Philanthropy at a 
breakfast in November 2019 hosted by the 
Association of Fundraising Professionals, 
Rhode Island Chapter. 

Terry is Vice President of the Audubon Board of Directors and she has 
served as vice-chairperson and chair of both the Governance and Human 
Resource Committees. She has taken a leading role in the installation 
of a rose-pollinator discovery garden at the Audubon Nature Center and 
Aquarium. Terry is a leading contributor to Audubon’s success, putting 
her donations to work in order to make the world a better place for all.

Terry Meyer Honored as Audubon Partner 
in Philanthropy Leaving

Audubon
in your
estate is for
the birds.
Learn Simple Steps to Begin 
Planning Your Legacy.  

Call 401-949-5454 (ext. 3017) 
or download information at

asri.org/legacy

Concerts for Conservation
Audubon Society of Rhode Island

Enjoy live music? Passionate about 
environmental conservation?

Join Audubon for a series of concerts in 2020. 
Live music and conservation take the stage.

• Vote at each event for environmental  
projects that inspire you. 

• Learn more about Audubon’s conservation and 
advocacy efforts. 

• Meet others with like-minded concerns and 
goals regarding Rhode Island’s efforts to miti-
gate climate change.

The winning project receiving the most votes will 
be announced at AuduBonfire, the annual Audubon 
member appreciation event.
 

Watch for our schedule and additional 
details at asri.org.

Conservation ProjectsConcerts

Incredible Community
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2019 Donors and Supporters
Contributors to the Audubon Society of  Rhode Island provide vital funding to the organization’s operations. 
We are pleased to acknowledge the following for their support.

The 1897 Society honors those donors who 
annually give $1,000 or more.

Visionary ($10,000 +)

AEC Trust  
The Howard Bayne Fund  
Nathan and Mary Chace  
The Champlin Foundations  
Louis A. Corvese IA  
Marcia Fort  
Eric Harrah*  
June Rockwell Levy Foundation  
Robert and Theresa Mathiesen IA  
Maxwell Mays Audubon Society Fund  
Terry A. Meyer HLC  
National Grid Foundation  
The Vivian J. Palmieri Charitable Trust  
Edward Pitoniak and Kate Barber  
The Rose Grinnell Matteson Audubon Society  

of RI Fund  
Sharpe Family Foundation  
Barbara Walsh and Earl Simson IA  

Conservator ($5,000 +)

Anonymous 
Bluegreen Alliance  
Citizens Bank  
CVS Caremark  
Robert and Wendy Fournier HLC  
Robert Freeman and Inge Reist  
Mr. Charles G. Greenhalgh, Jr.* IA  
H.T. Ewald Foundation  
Donald Heitzmann HLC  
Owen Heleen  
Constance and John Jacobucci  
Land and Water Partnership  
Mr. and Mrs. Peter G. Lisle Donor Advised Fund
Kathleen Melbourne and Lisa Close  
Mellon Trust of Delaware  
Nordson Corporation Foundation  
Kristine and Everett Stuart HLC  
Cynthia J. Warren  
Hugh Willoughby  

Advocate ($2,500 +)

Robert and Mitzi Berkelhammer  
Mr. and Mrs. Dickson G. Boenning IA  
Karen Boulanger* HLC, IA  
David Brierley  
Nicholas and Julia Califano  
Meg Curran  
Michael and Susan Fox  
Meghan Frost  
Haffenreffer Family Fund  
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel H. Hallowell, Jr. HLC  
Elizabeth A. Kilmartin  
The Kresge Foundation  
Maria Masse  
Dr. Lory Snady McCoy and Dr. Charles E. McCoy
Kyle Merber  
MetLife Auto & Home  
Stanley Pelli and Ann‑Christine Duhaime  
The Daniel Rosenblatt Foundation  
Adoniram Sides and Kara Zanni  
The Edwin S. Soforenko Foundation  
Mary C. Speare IA  
Timothy and Patricia Tuff  

Leader ($1,000 +)

Gregory Ahlijian  
Arthur Carr Fund  
Ashaway Charitable Trust  
Cassandra Bailey  
Allison and Charles Barrett  
Bluestone Foundation  
Elizabeth Brito  
Greta P. Brown IA  
Lawrence and Mary Louise Taft  
David and Christina Caldwell    
Charles and Eilish Clarkson  
William DeAngelus  

Leslie Deardorff  
Linda Dewey  
George and Joan Gardiner HLC  
Elizabeth and Joel Gates  
David and Jean Golden  
David and Mary Gumbley HLC, IA  
Jeffrey and Catherine Hall  
George Kortyna HLC  
The Lenehan Gift Fund  
Linda Mathewson  
Gretchen Maurer  
Karin McCormick  
Deborah J. Mongeau  
Betsy Moody  
Ardashes Nahabedian  
NEC Solar  
Rita Nenonen  
O’Hanian‑Szostak Family Foundation  
Elizabeth Paquette and Jacqueline Proulx  
Robert and Jill Parker  
Partridge Snow & Hahn LLP  
Dorothy and Edward Pickett  
Reynolds Charitable Fund HLC  
Jan and Henry Rines IA  
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Sornborger HLC  
Maija Lutz and Peter Tassia  
Tito’s Handmade Vodka  
Scott C. Tsagarakis  
Jan Tullis  
Michael Viveiros and Suzanne Dunkl  
David and Ellen Wagner  
Gurdon B. and Kathleen F. Wattles  
Kimberly and Jeffrey Westcott  

$500 +

Hamid Akinfolarin  
Jill Bendick  
Deborah Boedeker and Kurt Raaflaub  
James and Susan Bowers  
Douglas and Wendy Brennen  
April Carleton and Michael Rossi  
Ross Cheit and Kathleen Odean  
Mary H. Clark  
Christina Clayton and Stanley Kolber  
Velma Clinton  
Elfriede A. Collis  
Donna Conroy  
Corvias Foundation, Inc.  
Mary E. Costello  
Mrs. Gertrude M Coxe  
Dr. and Mrs. Joel A. Dain  
Louise Durfee  
Nathan B. Epstein  
The Feit Family  
Sarah Fogarty  
Jonathan K. Gewirz  
Thomas Golden  
Pamela and Paul Goulet  
John Gwynne, Jr.  
Joshua and Caitlyn Hoffman  
Mary W. Karlsson  
David R. Katzen, M.D. and Barbara R. Binder  
Laura Landen HLC  
Cheryl Lang  
Glenn and Ellen MacNaught  
Kathy and Jack Mahoney IA  
Alice and John Nichols  
Edward O’Rourke  
Kevin and Amy Orth  
Cynthia B. Patterson  
Carl and Luann Perkins  
Isabella Porter and Edward Levine  
Chris and Candy Powell HLC  
Mercedes H. Quevedo  
Cathy Riccio  
Frank and Joanne Sciuto  
Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Sharpe, Jr.  
MariAnn and Bob Sullivan  
John and Evelyn Trevor Charitable Foundation  
Andries Van Dam Charitable Gift Fund  
Van Liew Trust Company  
Barbara and Randy Watts IA  
Stephen and Barbara Williams  

Charles and Barbara Worcester  
Alex and Stacy Yontz  

$250 +

Anonymous 
Laurie Adami  
Carrie and William Almon  
Amos Family Charitable Fund  
Elizabeth and Eugene Antonell  
Katrina Avery and Thomas Doeppner  
Elaine Bailey  
Mark Baker  
Rebecca Ballou and Beth Schurman  
Diane Bartlett  
Daniel Becker  
The Benevity Community Impact Fund  
Maria and Normand Bergeron  
R. Keith Blackwell HLC  
Mary Blasik  
Catherine Boisseau IA  
Lizabeth Bourret and Patricia Harris  
Ray Brown  
Loren Byrne and Kim Seymour  
Kevin and Mardee Carson  
William and Claire Chatto IA  
Jay and Sharon Cresci  
Zachary and Emily Cunha  
David & Francis Bergeron Donor Fund  
Carrie Drake and Richard Paull  
Norine Duncan  
Erik Egge  
Jesse Ellis  
Stephen Elman and Joanne D’Alcomo  
Fidelity Foundation  
Roberta FitzGerald  
Maria Franzen IA  
Rupert and Susan Friday  
Francis and Roberta Gagliano
Getz/Finn Giving Fund  
Cynthia Gianfrancesco and Chuck Hobert  
Susan Glogovac and Earl Carlson  
Betsy Gooding  
Lisa Gould and Kurt Voss  
Mary C. Gray  
Patty Grealish‑Rust and Britt Grealish‑Rust  
Chris and Kate Greenman  
Donna and Paul Gricus  
Brian Gross  
Theodore and Cheryl Hahn  
Jana Hesser HLC  
Historic Metcalf Franklin Preservation  
Garry and Cathy Holmstrom  
Claudia and Len Iannuccilli  
Lisa Jackson  
Sandra L. Jacobi  
Eric and Esta Kawaoka  
Barbara and James Kenney  
Keith and Susan Killingbeck  
Robert and Connie Kok 
Theresa and Andy Ladrigan‑Whelpley  
Michael and Jeanne Laferriere  
Jane Linden and Betsy Grenier  
Deborah S. Linnell    
Ken and Carol MacNaught  
Kathryn and Peter Mandel  
Susan Marcus 
Ann Martelle  
Bill and Marianne McNee  
Camilla McRory  
Pamela Mead  
Anne and Sam Miller  
Wendy Miller  
Mary Neil  
Timothy O’Connor  
Helen O’Malley  
Peter O’Neill  
Suzanne and Peter Oppenheimer  
Adam Pallant and Elizabeth Toll  
Anna M. Palmer HLC  
Anne Pearson and Meredith Pearson  
Pepsico Foundation  
John and Donna Perrotta  
Thomas and Sondra Pitts  

Prudence Conservancy 
Al and Karen Pytka  
Mrs. Marcia S. Riesman  
Daniela and Scott Roop  
Mary Ruby and Jack Jordan  
Nancy Safer  
Leslie Samayoa  
Don Schim  
James Lippincott  
Schwab Charitable  
Eli Schwartz and MacKenzie Brigham  
Amanda Shannon and John Kennedy  
Jane Sharp and Charles Rardin  
Mrs. Frances Shippee  
Mark Sigman and Susan Dey‑Sigman 
Rebecca A. Silliman  
Andrew and Jennifer Smith  
Mary Alice Smith HLC  
Rafael and Amanda Soares  
John and Linda Stachelhaus  
A. Michael and Heather Steers  
Margaret T. Stone  
Susan and Edward Synan  
Edward and Cynthia Szymanski  
The Redgate / Finnegan Charitable Fund  
Andrew Thompson  
Dorothy J. Thornley  
Town of Tiverton  
Jill Tyler  
Kerry Tyson and Zachary King  
Susan and Carl Valenstein  
Mark and Julie Van Noppen  
Michael White and Jane Desforges  
Steve and Judi Wood  
Ina S. and David C. Woolman  
Michael Zucker  

$100 +

Bruce Adami  
Dean and Suzanne Albro  
Nancy Allen  
Amazon Smile  
Amica Companies Foundation  
Cheryl Amodeo  
Judith G. Anderson  
Laurie and Gayle Anderson  
Robert and Shirley Anderson  
Helen and Douglas Anthony  
Robert and Patty Anzalone  
Mary and Kamal Arafeh  
Elizabeth and Dale Azevedo  
Christine Bagley  
Ann and Norman Baker  
John and Goretti Balch  
Suzanne Baldaia and Ernest Mayo  
Dianne Barbosa  
Bill and Beth Barker  
Susan Barker  
Amy Barlow  
Marion Baust‑Timpson and Cliff Timpson  
Patricia Becker  
Louis and Terry Belanger  
Tammie Belliveau  
Karen Berg  
Frances and David Bergeron  
Erick and Kimberly Bergstrand  
John and Patricia Biasuzzi  
Mars and Prudy Bishop IA  
Matthew and Marcella Blank  
Fran Bodell  
Dawn and Gary Bolla  
Raymond and Brenda Bolster  
Kevin and Stephanie Bongiovanni  
Sharon Boucher  
Normand Bourget  
Kathryn Bradley  
Sherri and Thomas Briggs  
Heather Brightman and Linda Brightman  
Donald and Ann Brouillette  
Anna and Andrew Browder  
David and Cynthia Brown  
James Brown  
Robert Brown and Katherine Jenal  
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Palmira Brummett and James Fitzgerald  
Jeffrey Bruneau  
David Brunetti  
David and E. Ann Caldwell  
John and Patricia Caldwell  
Marc Cardin IA  
Paula Carmichael and Richelle Russell  
Paulette Caron‑Andreas  
Eric and Maria Carpenter  
Virginia Carter  
Marshal Case  
Tara Castro  
David and Lorraine Casucci  
James P. Celico  
Betty Challgren  
Jeffrey Champlin  
Oliver Chappell IA  
Patricia Church  
Cindy Wood Garden Club  
Kim Ciociola  
Kim N. Clark  
Donald and Tracey Clarke  
Kevin Cleary  
John and Mary Jane Coffey  
Sharon Colacino  
Lavinia Connors  
Patricia Cook IA  
Dominique and Patrick Coulombe  
Patricia Cristofaro  
Joseph Czerwinski  
Haralambos Dafoulas  
Murray and Judith Danforth  
Sandra Darling  
Fred Daum and Molly Scheffe  
Dana Del Bonis  
Thomas Deller  
Michelle Denault and Mark Palmer  
Elaine Deneault  
Sonya and Jay Dent  
Patricia Devereux  
Jean DiBattista  
Wade Diehl  
Stan Dimock  
Judy Doherty  
Margaret A. Doll  
Jeannine M. Dougherty  
Wayne and Bernice Durfee IA  
Ronald DuVall  
Dave and Faye Dvorchak  
Thomas Dwyer  
William and Deborah Dwyer  
Valerie Dymsza  
Karen Elkins  
Robert D. Emerson IA  
Susan C. Emery  
Frederick Ensley  
Carol Entin and Amelia Entin  
Mel and Lynn Epstein  
Karen Erickson  
Richard Falcone  
Mary Fallon  
Jonathan and Sandra Farnum  
Patricia Fay  
Sandy Fisher  
Kathie Florsheim
Hope and John Foley  
Shirley Ann Flynn  
Martha Fraenkel  
Thomas Gallagher and Marilyn Scoville  
Laura Galligan  
Stephen Gates 
Marilyn and Charles Gemmell 
Bob Gerber 
Nannette Ghanatzian 
Sharon Giacobbi  
Katherine Gibson  
Thomas and Paula Gilmore  
Earl Gladue  
Richard and Mary Glenn  
Dr. Stephen E. Glinick and Dr. Elizabeth A. 

Welch
Mrs. Sarah H. Godfrey  
Turkiz Gokgol IA  
Ellen and Lawrence Grebstein  
Peter Green and Adam Olszewski  
David and Kathleen Greene  
Vida M. Griffin  
Carolyn A. Griswold  
Groupon  
Rhea Guertin  
Jeff and Holly Guimond  

Gloria and Joseph Haddad  
Carl Hagenstein and Joyce Doyon  
Andrew Hamilton and An Zhou  
Theresa Hamm  
Dennis and Anne Handy  
Seth and Charlotte Handy  
Michael and Peggy Hanney  
Jed Dixon and Helen T. Hardy  
John Harkey  
Harmony Library  
Robert Harper and Vickie Stratford  
John and Marlene Harrington  
Jamie Harrower  
J. William Harsch  
Roland and Marguerite Hebert  
Don and Sarah Hemond  
Peter and Beverly Herstein  
Renee Hewitt  
Nancy and Douglas Hinman  
Peter Amberg Hollmann  
Pamela Hood  
Geoffrey and Judith Hopper  
Janice S. Howard  
Gayle Gifford and Jonathan Howard  
Hughes Family Fund  
Tom Humphreys and O’rya Hyde‑Keller  
Donna Hutchinson and Kitty Cook  
Diane and Edward Iannuccilli  
Angela and Dante Ionata  
Krestofas and Kathy Jabterakes  
Walter and Eileen Jachna  
Elaine Jacques and Wanita Tull  
Warren and Janet Jagger  
Helen Jankoski  
Michael Jenkinson and Anne Vanhaaren  
Mark and Deborah Jennings  
George W. Johnson  
Frank and Katherine Kahr  
Larry and Christine Kalina  
Karen R. Kane  
Margaret E. Kane IA  
David and Elizabeth Kaplan  
Jonathan Kaskin  
Michael Katz  
Carol and Charles Kaufman  
John Kawaoka and Cristina Pacheco  
Madeleine Kawaoka  
Kathleen Kelleher and Alexi Mangili  
AmyLynn Kemp  
Mary and Michael Kenfield  
Barbara Kennedy and Thomas Palmer  
Mary Louise Kennedy  
Karen Kestenberg  
Susan Kieronski  
Clare Kirby and Jim Maxwell  
Crawford and Pamela Kirkpatrick  
Karl and Tracy Knapp  
Brian Knight  
Janet Koladay  
Mary Kollar  
Joel and Cynthia Kramer IA  
Edith and Anthony Kubica  
Peter V. Lacouture  
Susan and Paul Lague  
Ronald and Lorraine Laliberte  
Deborah Laughlin  
Anne Leedham  
Deborah and Naruekorn Leenutaphong  
Michelle Legault and Carlo Jacavone  
Alicia and Michael Lenarcic  
Louis A. Leone  
Ginny Leslie  
Ian Levy and Michelle Nellett‑Levy  
Janice W. Libby  
Christopher H. and Michelle Little  
Judith Lombardi  
Butch and Cynthia Lombardi  
Roger and Cynthia Lopata  
Richard and Ruth Lufkin    
MacKenzie‑Connors Giving Fund  
Heather MacLeod and Bruce Ruttenberg  
Shawn Magee  
Jed and Nicole Mahoney  
John Makowski  
Patrick and Marilyn Malone  
Ellen Mara  
Cindy and Robert Marchesseault  
Rodney Marcotte  
Robert and Jan Mariani  
Geoffrey and Loretta Marion  
Gregory Marsello and Melinda Foley‑Marsello  

George Masnick and Reisa Kahn  
Ricardo and Jennifer Massa  
Francis Masterbone  
Jane Masters  
William and Nancy Mayer  
Denis McCool and Jackie Savoie  
Janet McCraw and Tom Flesia  
Susan McCraw‑Helms  
Alan and Ann McKenzie  
James and Patricia McManus  
Lende McMullen  
Richard and Claudia McNally  
David and Lynne Mehl  
Monika and Robert Messore  
Erin and Tim Metcalf  
Brian Metzger  
David and Beth Meyers  
Peter and Wanda Michaelson  
Thomas and Deborah Miller  
Paul and Cheryl Mincone  
Michael and Sharon Monsour  
Dana Moore  
Marika Moosbrugger  
Pierre and Sarah Morenon  
Adrienne Morris  
Amy Moses  
James and Carolyn Moy  
Anne Murray and Eleanor Murray  
Lindsay Neagle  
Mr. Kevin Nelson  
NeuroRestorative  
Newkirk Miller Family Donor Advised Fund  
Nancy Nicholson  
Joan B. Overcash  
Linda Overton  
Robert and Myra Page  
Susan Palmer  
Lauren Parmelee  
Jill Parrett and Jim Rizzo  
Catherine Partridge  
Roger Pelser  
Carolyn L. Pendegraph  
Joanne Perez  
Suzanna Perez  
Bruce Perry  
Bruce Phillips and Judith Kaye  
David and Amy Pierson  
Bancroft and Mary Poor  
Pratt F Inc.  
Diane Prete and George Dys  
John and Janet Przygoda  
Peter Radke  
Tony and Ann Marie Ramos  
Dr. and Mrs. Donald Ramos  
Jessica Rau 
Betty Lou and Bill Reid 
Ernest Reid and William Drinkwater 
John S. and Marianne Renza, Jr. 
Evelyn Rhodes and Edward Long 
Barbara Rich and Roger Watson 
David T. and Jennifer F. Riedel 
James Robinson 
Julia M. Rogers 
Dale Rogoff Greer and Bruce Greer 
Carl and Lynne Romano 
Barbara A. Rosen 
Michael I. Rosen 
Route 5 Auto Repairs, Inc. 
John Ruggiano 
Lisa and Kristen Runci 
Steve and Judy Ruscito HLC 
F. Daniel Russell, Jr. 
Geoffrey and Jacqueline Russom 
Ray and Bonnie Sabourin 
Marcia Sahagian 
Hilary R. Salk 
Ellen P. Salvatore 
John and Gail Sampieri 
Patricia Sanford 
Kaori Sango and Pasquale Sirabella 
Barry and Libby Schiller HLC 
Thomas and Kate Schmitt 
Kathy and Mark Schnabel 
Schneider Electric North America Foundation 
Jonathan Scoones and Jennifer Pereira 
William and Helen Scoones 
Timothy Scott 
Gardiner and Cynthia Shattuck 
Barbara Sherman 
Deming and Jane Sherman 
Karen and Shafi Shilad  

Richard and Elizabeth Shorrock  
Roger and Diane Shott  
Arnold and Sylvia Silverberg  
Mrs. Christine M. Skog  
Deborah J. Smith  
Robert and Sarah Smith  
Robert and Ellen Smyth  
Edward Sneesby  
Richard Snider  
Lawrence R. Soforenko  
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas D. Soutter  
Shannon Specht  
David and Lisa Spencer  
Michael and Robin Spencer  
Linda Stachelhaus  
Paul and Patricia Stadnick  
Mr. Norman Steadman  
David and Jane Steele  
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce L. Stevens  
John and Linda Stevens  
Greg and Brenda Stone  
Stop & Shop  
Deborah Sullivan  
Paul Sullivan and Gloria Dahl IA  
Richard and JoAnn Sullivan  
Peter Swaszek and N. Kim Wiegand  
Alicia Taft  
Nancy Taylor  
Victoria Taylor  
TD Ameritrade Clearing  
Hazel Temple and David Whelan  
Eugene and Martha Terrenzi  
The Summer Ladies  
Ms. and Mr. Patricia A. Thompson  
Robert and Nancy Thoresen  
Maurice and Carrie Tippett  
Darlene Towne HLC  
Jennifer Trachtman  
Carol Trocki IA  
Thomas and Ann Turnbull  
John and Elizabeth Tylawsky  
The Uchida Family  
Francis and Carmela Vaccaro  
Lisa Vaillancourt  
Deborah A. Venator  
Mary Jane and Patrick Verdier  
Jodie Vilardi  
Holly Wach  
Thomas and Linda Walden  
Darlene and Kerry Walsh  
Michael and Pauline Walsh  
Sharon Walsh  
Margaret S. Warner  
Kevin and Danielle Waters  
Charles and Nola Watson HLC  
Kate Webb  
Richard and Tamar Wells  
Richard and Bernadine West  
Diana Wharton and Jonathan Young  
Arthur and Perry Wheelock  
The Whipple Family  
Dorothy A. Wilkes  
Bruce and Carolyn Winter  
Billy Wirasnik and Emily Ferrier  
Elizabeth Mei Wong  
John and Susan Wood  
John Woolsey  
Richard and Mary Worrell  
Barbara T. Zarchen  

  
* = Deceased        

HLC = Hawkes’s Legacy Circle
IA = Invincible Audubon 2019 

The Audubon Society of Rhode Island gratefully 
acknowledges gifts of less than $100 from 2,355 
supporters. Audubon depends on the generosity 
and commitment of all its donors for the conserva‑
tion and protection of Rhode Island’s environment.
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Audubon Nature Center 
and Aquarium
Located in historic Bristol, Rhode Island, 
just 30 minutes from Providence, Newport, 
and Fall River, the award-wining Audubon 
Nature Center and Aquarium is one of  
Rhode Island’s most unique meeting ven-
ues. With beautiful trails, award-winning 
exhibits and aquarium, large meeting, 
reception, and outdoor patio space, the 
Nature Center provides a setting that will 
captivate guests.

Ideal for weddings, showers, or the site 
of  your next business meeting or off-site 
retreat.

For availability and reservations, visit asri.org and click 
on services or contact Anne DiMonti at (401) 949-5454 
x3116 or adimonti@asri.org.

Planning a
Celebration
or Special

Event?

In September, volunteers from Dassault Systemes SIMULA Corp. 
spent a day working with lumber and drills at the Audubon Water-

man Pond Wildlife Refuge in Coventry building sections of board-
walk. Known for an easy walk to a lovely view of the pond, the prop-
erty frequently experiences muddy trails. The work completed by these 
volunteers will greatly improve trail quality and the visitor experience.

This is the fourth large volunteer project that Dassault Systemes 
SIMULA Corp. has completed for Audubon. Their volunteer enthusi-
asm, commitment to conservation, and ongoing support is most appre-
ciated. We thank the volunteers and management of Dassault Sys-
temes SIMULA Corp. and look forward to this continued partnership.

Volunteers From Dassault Systemes 
SIMULA Corp. Install New Boardwalks 
at Waterman Pond Wildlife Refuge

Leave a Bequest to the
Audubon Society of Rhode Island

Free Estate Planning Guide
asri.org/bequest
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Audubon birthday Parties  
Are as eAsy as 1-2-3!

Twice the fun
== because ==
WE KNOW YOU Love

BIRD WATCHING

7AM WEEKDAYS 10AM WEEKDAYS

RIPBS.ORG

digital 36.2
Cox 808/Verizon 478

digital 36.1
RI cable 08

Are you interested in helping injured wildlife? 
The Wildlife Rehabilitators Association will hold 
a training workshop on Saturday, March 21 for 
volunteers wishing to obtain a subpermit, allow-
ing them to assist with in-home rehabilitation 
or volunteer with the Wildlife Clinic of Rhode 
Island in Saunderstown.

For more information and to register,  
call (401) 294-6363. Registration is not  
available through the Audubon events calendar.

Wildlife Rehabilitation Workshop
March 21, 2020; 10:00 am – 4:00 pm

Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, Smithfield, RI 
 

Kids can get up-close with live animals, take guided 
nature hikes, explore the ocean shore, discover the 
world of nocturnal creatures and more! Audubon 
nature parties are tons of FUN!

Learn more at 
audubonbirthdaypArties.com

Visit asri.org/birthday to enter. Or fill out this entry form and return to:  
Birthday Contest, Audubon Society of Rhode Island, 12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI 02917

YOUR NAME

MAILING ADDRESS (STREET, CITY, STATE, ZIP)

NAME OF PERSON CELEBRATING BIRTHDAY

BIRTHDAY (MONTH/DAY/YEAR)

EMAIL

DAYTIME PHONE

Deadline for entrees is Feb 28, 2020. Winner will be contacted by March 15, 2020. Note: Party day, location and time will be based on availability.

1 - Choose a location! 
2 - Make it yours!
3 - have Fun! 

enter to Win a Free Audubon 
birthday Party!

Go Wild!

enter my nAme for a Free Audubon 

birthday Party!
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Planning a
Celebration
or Special

Event?

Audubon has unobtrusive cameras on wildlife refuges across the 
state. Located well off the trails in remote locations, they are used 

to monitor wildlife and any activity on the properties. 
This winter we have seen curious deer with noses pressed against the 

camera, Great Horned Owls swooping down on prey, coyotes on the 
prowl, and very young turkey poults strutting with their mother.

While it shouldn’t be a surprise, how wonderful it is to see what crea-
tures are at home on Audubon Wildlife Refuges. 

Wildlife Images from the Audubon Refuges

Caratunk Barn
The big white barn at Caratunk 
provides the perfect rural setting for 
weddings, showers, family reunions 
or meetings. Birthday parties for 
children are also offered.

For availability and reservations 
regarding weddings and birthdays, 
visit asri.org and click on ‘services.’ 
For all other rental queries, contact 
Jon Scoones at jscoones@asri.org.
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The Report is the Audubon Society’s 
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on the current issues and actions of 
the Society, its staff and volunteers. We 
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may send items that will be considered 
for publication to: Hope Foley, Managing 
Editor, Audubon Society of Rhode Island, 
12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI 02917 
or by email to hfoley@asri.org.
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Because of  you, 
the Osprey License Plate has 

provided hundreds of  
children with the opportunity to 
learn about nature. Thank you.

For the past 16 years Audubon and 
grassroots conservation leaders 

have gathered together to learn new 
skills, network and celebrate their suc-
cesses at the Land & Water Conserva-
tion Summit. This annual conference 
showcases the people power of Rhode 
Island’s conservation movement.

Rhode Island is home to a large 
number of grassroots conservation 
organizations that play an important 
role in protecting the state’s water, 
open space, farms and scenic land-
scapes. At last count, the state has 45 
land trusts, a dozen watershed orga-
nizations and numerous municipal 
conservation commissions. Although 
some of these organizations have paid 
staff, the vast majority are all-volun-
teer, relying on the expertise and passion of hundreds 
of volunteer leaders. The Land & Water Summit 
started in 2004 to build this grassroots capacity, giv-
ing participants “tools to use” to strengthen the con-
servation work of their organizations.  The conference 
is organized each year by the Rhode Island Land Trust 
Council.  Audubon has co-hosted the conference since 
2016. We routinely fill the URI Memorial Union to 
its capacity of 320 participants, dedicated leaders who 
love the work they do and often volunteer for multiple 
conservation organizations. 

The Summit includes 30 workshops on topics of 
immediate importance to land and water conserva-
tion. Workshops are led by local experts from govern-
ment, private companies and conservation organiza-
tions. Every workshop speaker volunteers their time 
to share their expertise with the conference attendees. 
Materials from workshops are posted on the Land & 
Water Conservation website (https://landandwater-
partnership.org/summit.php) and create a library of 
resources for everyone to use.

The line-up for 2020 is set and we expect the con-
ference to be the best one yet. Dr. Mamie Parker, the 
former Northeast Director & Director of Fisheries for 
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service will give the keynote 
address. Her talk will focus on working with young 
people and inspiring them to lead with passion and 
excellence. The workshop topics include land trust 
essentials like how to successfully complete land pro-
tection deals and how to steward lands that are pro-
tected. Additional workshops will highlight the key 
issues facing Rhode Island – renewable energy devel-
opment on land and offshore, pollinator protection, 
stormwater management, climate change resilience 
and environmental justice. 

I am looking forward to this year’s Summit, stand-
ing at the podium with my co-sponsor Rupert Friday, 
looking over a room that will likely include young 
leaders inspired by Greta Thunberg and award recipi-
ents being honored for a lifetime of service. The Sum-
mit sells out so register now at: 

landandwaterpartnership.org/summit.php

Join Audubon at the Land & Water 
Conservation Summit! 

Spot the Beetle, Stop the Beetle
Help prevent the spread of  
Asian Longhorned Beetle. 
When hiking the trails,  
look for signs of the beetle. 

For more information  
on how to detect this 
destructive invasive 
insect, visit www.asri.org  
and click on “conservation.”

SAVE THE DATE! 
Saturday, March 7, 2020; 7:45 am
University of RI Memorial Union, Kingston, RI

Editorial by Meg Kerr, Senior Director of Policy
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Audubon Society of RI

AUDUBON SUMMER CAMP

For more camp information and to register, 
visit audubonsummercamp.com

Nature 
discovery, 

science, hikes, 
live animal visits, 

games, crafts 
and…lots of 

outdoor fun!

AUDUBON 
MAPLE 

SUGARING
Caratunk Wildlife Refuge

301 Brown Avenue
Seekonk, MA 

March 14, 2020; 9:00 am – 12:00 pm.

...It’s What Summer Camp Should Be!...It’s What Summer Camp Should Be!

Children hunt for brown eggs in a natural setting 
and quickly learn how well the eggs camouflage.

AUDUBON 
CAMOUFLAGED 

EGG HUNT
April 4 & 11, 2020; 9:30 – 11:00 am

See page 13 for details on locations and dates.

EVERY DAY 
IN MAY 
FREE 
BIRD WALKS 
Join the fun! 
See page 11 for details. 

See page 9 for the 2020 Summer Camp Schedule.


