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From the Desk of the Executive Ditector

Celebrating Science in 2021

t seems like so many of us are celebrating science these days. It is making headlines. From

climate change to vaccines, fact-based information based on science is back in the mainstream.

It is a welcome and much-needed change after several years of dismissal by the former Federal
Administration. This issue of the Audubon Report shares some of the ways we practice and promote
science in our work.

Audubon remains as committed as ever to our shared mission of protecting birds and other
wildlife from the threats of habitat destruction and climate change. We welcome opportunities to
work with partner environmental organizations to implement positive change in Rhode Island and
re-build core policies such as the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.

We are also committed to reaching out to and working with diverse communities within Rhode
Island. Together, we can create a strong, determined force of people relying on sound science-based
practices in conservation, education and advocacy. It will take all of our voices and efforts to face the
challenges of climate change.

Thanks again for your support,

ﬁ.ﬂ/?”@%

Lawrence J. F. Taft

Where is Your Candle?

ast year while an owl program was underway at our Eppley
Wildlife Refuge in South Kingstown, the power went out.
The cabin there is old, and instead of more modern
circuit breakers, fuses are used. They were obviously using a
little too much power. For five minutes everyone sat in the
dark while staff tried to replace the fuse.
They all thought, “the electricity will be restored shortly.
I can be patient.” A few minutes more passed. People began
to fidget. And then a woman said, “I have a candle here in my
purse and some matches.”
A moment later a flame appeared, and the darkness receded.

A sense of calm returned. Soon after the electricity was restored,
and light once again flooded the room.

Endowments are like candles. They provide light and financial security in an uncertain future. And
uncertainty has been more than prevalent this year. Audubon’s endowment has permitted us to keep
working and even plan with confidence for the year ahead.

An endowment gives off rays of hope. You can create your own endowment within Audubon and
be a candle of hope for generations to come.

Your foresight will provide wild and open places for all people to connect with nature. One of
the finest things you can do within your charitable giving plan is to light an endowment candle. You
can do it now with cash or securities, or later through your will or a trust. The paperwork is minimal
compared to the satisfaction you will receive.

To obtain information on Audubon’s endowment program, please contact Jeff Hall, Audubon Senior Director of
Adpancement at 402-949-5454 x3017 or by email at jhall@asri.org.

Audubon Society of Rhode Island * www.asri.org
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KEEPING AN EYEION NATURE
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Audubon Executive Director Larry Taft (right) and Audubon Senior Director of Conservation Scott Ruhren monitoring the property at Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge.

its three sites in Narragansett and South Kingstown where Osprey are

known to nest, and during each visit she watches the birds and makes
notes about what she sees. She documents when the birds arrive on migra-
tion, when they mate, when they begin incubating their eggs, and when
the fledglings make their first flight, among other milestones. All of her
observations are then uploaded to Audubon’s Osprey Monitoring Program
website.

“I’m just so fascinated by this majestic bird,” said Dibble, a retired special
education teacher who has been an Osprey monitor for three years. “It’s
time consuming, but it’s also fun. And when you’re monitoring the same
nest for several years, you get attached to the birds and you start to worry
about them.”

Dibble is one of nearly 100 volunteers who monitored about 200 nest sites
last year for a program that was started by the Rhode Island Department of
Environmental Management in 1977 and has been managed by Audubon
since 2010. All of the data collected by the volunteers is compiled into an
annual report that is shared with researchers to better understand the fluctu-
ating populations of this once-rare bird.

The Osprey Monitoring Program is one of many science-based research
and monitoring efforts undertaken by Audubon staff and volunteers each

S everal times each week from May through August, Cindy Dibble vis-
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year that are designed to gather information about wildlife and their habitats.

According to Executive Director Larry Taft, Audubon’s three mission
areas all rely on sound science — environmental education programs that
engage thousands of students each year; wildlife monitoring and conserva-
tion best practices that Audubon uses to enhance its wildlife refuge proper-
ties; and science-based reports and data, like that collected by the Osprey
monitors, used to formulate policy positions and advocate for those posi-
tions at the State House.

“There are a lot of opinions out there,” said Taft, “but Audubon has always
based decisions and actions on the facts as we know them. That goes way
back to our early observations of declining bird populations, pollution, and
chemical pesticide use like DDT. For Audubon to remain credible, we have
to adhere to the science.”

Despite Audubon’s long-term commitment to science, its positions and
practices are sometimes challenged by those with different motives, like
those who continue to deny that the climate is changing and those changes
are largely caused by human activities.

“We want to continue to be the organization that people turn to and trust,
with staff who have experience and know what they’re talking about,” Taft
said. “And we’re trying to be more and more proactive on how we conduct
our monitoring and the active roll we play in conservation, not just for feel-

Please turn to page 4
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good reasons, but to have a real and lasting impact
in protecting birds and wildlife.”

When developing policy positions, for instance,
Audubon staff members refer to research papers,
reports and other documents and then verify their
accuracy before drawing conclusions.

“As we move forward with pressing for the ban-
ning of neonicotinoids because of their effects
on pollinators, we have to be careful of what we
claim,” said Taft. “We need to make sure that
science is backing us up. Too many times, peo-
ple accept as truth something that is not well-
researched and not well-documented. Science is
a way of organizing information that’s empirical.”

Similarly, Audubon’s education mission
focuses on nature walks and other field trips and
activities to enlighten children and families about
natural history, and all of Audubon’s educators
are well-versed in the environmental sciences. Not
only are the lessons science-based, but they also
help children understand how to conduct science
themselves.

“A transect in the woods designed to count how
many salamanders there are can help students
document natural science facts and train them how
to read data and analyze issues for themselves,”
Taft said. “It’s a way to discover the importance
of monitoring nature. And we hope that activities
like these, led by our education staff, will inspire
some budding scientists.”

Audubon Council of Advisors member Dave Gumbley
monitors a bluebird box.

Audubon’s commitment to science is most evi-
dent in its environmental monitoring and steward-
ship activities. Its wildlife refuges have actively
supported natural science research for decades.
Through numerous legacy projects, like the
Kingston Wildlife Research Station (which got its
start in 1956) and long-term bird and rare plant
monitoring at sites around the state, Audubon has
collected data and collaborated with a wide vari-
ety of partners to evaluate population declines,
make management recommendations, and identify
trends that could lead to environmental protection.

Habitat restoration is a perfect example. Deci-
sions to restore habitat are based on a scientific
understanding of habitat quality and the habitat

4

needs of targeted species. Before and after resto-
ration, bird and plant monitoring is typically con-
ducted to determine whether the restored habitat
attracts and supports the desired wildlife.

At Audubon’s largest refuge, the 1,100-acre
Marion Eppley Wildlife Refuge in South Kings-
town and Exeter, some of the habitat had become
overgrown and the forests had matured so much
that it was no longer attractive to early succes-
sional species like Blue-winged Warblers, Ameri-
can Woodcock, New England cottontails and
several reptiles and amphibians. So a grant was
acquired to fund restoration of 30 acres of habitat.

According to Scott Ruhren, Audubon’s senior
director of conservation, some trees and shrubs
were cut to open up the canopy and allow a new
generation of native trees and shrubs to grow.
“Rabbit researchers in the Northeast know what
kind of habitat and plant types are needed to attract
New England cottontails, and observational stud-
ies have identified the preferred habitat of certain
birds,” he said. “We know that when forests close
in, you lose some bird species.

“We also left the cut material on the ground
to provide cover for animals. That messiness is
exactly what the animals need,” Ruhren added.
“Based on research, we know a messy forest
reduces herbivory by deer because they have a
hard time getting over the debris. Which means
that vulnerable plants might have a better chance
to flourish in the face of the typically heavy influ-
ence of deer in the Northeast.”

Since the restoration began seven years ago,
Audubon’s bird expert Laura Carberry, the man-
ager of the Fisherville Brook Refuge in Exeter, has
been conducting breeding bird surveys at Eppley
each year to determine whether bird populations
have changed in the desired way. And they have.
The next step in the project is to further improve
the habitat by monitoring and removing invasive
species.

Audubon’s newest science-based effort is called
Forestry for Rhode Island Birds, a collaboration
with the Northern Rhode Island Conservation Dis-
trict, the U.S. Natural Resource Conservation Ser-
vice and the Rhode Island Woodland Partnership
to boost targeted bird populations through forest
management on private properties in the state.

Kate Sayles, the forestry and agriculture pro-
gram manager at the Conservation District, said
the program aims to address declining forest bird
populations by creating and implementing demon-
stration sites and silviculture projects that enhance
forest bird habitat. At the same time, the program
educates landowners and forestry professionals
about the benefits of managing land for wildlife,
focusing on a dozen selected bird species. These
particular birds were identified as representing
priority habitats needing conservation.

“Working with URI ornithologists and other
experts, we picked 12 bird species that are rela-

A volunteer monitors water quality at the Providence
Stormwater Innovation Center last year.

Bird Banding: The Audubon Kingston Wildlife
Research Station has been banding birds and
collecting data for almost 70 years.

Members of the Youth Conservation League install
bluebird boxes at the Maxwell Mays Wildlife Refuge
in Coventry, RI

Audubon Council of Advisors member Steve Reinert
leads a bird banding program with Providence
students in Audubon’s Urban Naturalist program.

Audubon Society of Rhode Island * www.asri.org



tively easy to see or hear in the forest — birds that
are fancy enough to get folks’ attention — and
we plan forest habitat recommendations based
on those species,” she said. “We then implement
those projects on the ground.”

Among the targeted birds are Pine Warbler,
Black-throated Green Warbler, Red-eyed Vireo,
Scarlet Tanager, Wood Thrush, Eastern Wood-
pewee, Pileated Woodpecker and Barred Owl. All
are experiencing declines in their global popula-
tions and require large tracts of contiguous forest
for breeding.

Three demonstration sites have been identi-
fied — a woodlot in Foster managed by the Rhode
Island Forest Conservators Organization, the Nor-
man Bird Sanctuary in Middletown, and a private
landowner in Richmond — where forest manage-
ment techniques that support birds can be show-
cased. At each site, Ruhren surveys plants and
bird habitat characteristics and Carberry surveys
birds before and after the management steps are
taken to highlight how bird populations change.

“It’s all about showing the foresters what good
management looks like,” Sayles said. “Foresters
don’t typically focus on songbirds, so the key is to
get them to look for important habitat features the
birds need and to make recommendations based
on that. It’s to get them to use birds as another
important informational tool in their forest man-
agement plans.”

The second component of the program involves
enrolling private landowners interested in manag-
ing their forested lands. Ruhren and Carberry have
already conducted surveys at about 25 properties
in two years and made recommendations to forest-
ers developing management plans for those sites.

“It’s a no-brainer, as far as I'm concerned,”
Ruhren said. “If you’re interested in maintaining
your forest well, then most of what you’re likely
to do is going to help the birds.”

“Most of the forest in Rhode Island is privately
owned, so this is allowing us to get in there and
give these forest owners a reason to protect their
forest,” added Carberry. “We’re working mostly
with 10- to 20-acre plots and trying to encourage
the owners to keep them intact.”

Not all of the landowners who initially enroll in
the program end up implementing the recommen-
dations, but the program still provides them with
an education about how their forest management
decisions affect wildlife.

“It’s important for folks to recognize that the
birds and the forest are connected and to start
thinking that way, to look at birds as a filter to
understanding our woods,” Sayles said. “We want
people to get comfortable with the idea of cutting
trees, because a managed forest is a healthy forest,
and we’re going to need all the help we can get to
ensure our forests and birds are resilient.”

The science behind the Providence Stormwater
Innovation Center at Roger Williams Park, which
Audubon leads in partnership with The Nature
Conservancy, Providence Parks Department and
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Nearly 100 volunteers monitored approximately 200 Osprey nest sites last year for Audubon.

Roger Williams Park Conservancys, is equally var-
ied and robust.

The Center is demonstrating strategies for
improving urban water quality and associated
wildlife habitat through the use of innovative
stormwater practices. A wide range of infrastruc-
ture has already been installed at the park to reduce
stormwater contaminants from entering the ponds
and degrading water quality. These structures and
practices are also being used to provide hands-on
training for municipalities, engineers, construc-
tion companies and scientists who will learn from
the successes and failures of their design, imple-
mentation and maintenance.

“As Rhode Island faces more intense and fre-
quent storms due to climate change, the impact
and management of stormwater will become ever
more critical,” said Taft. “Data collecting is in the
early stages, but Audubon is proud to lead a proj-
ect that will impact towns and cities around New
England.”

Over 40 projects have been installed in the Park
to filter contaminants and treat stormwater run-
off. Rain gardens have been constructed to treat
stormwater by pooling water on the surface and
allowing filtering and settling of suspended sedi-
ment as the water flows into the ground. Buffer
plantings and bioswales have also been installed
to treat stormwater and improve water quality, and
a reduction in impervious surfaces — pavement —
also aids the process. A key element of the project

is monitoring water quality in the Park’s ponds as
well as when water enters and leaves the Park to
learn if the infrastructure improvements have had
the desired effect. All of this work is being coor-
dinated by Audubon staff member, Ryan Kopp.

“Audubon has always participated in and relied
on science, and turned to research by experts to
help inform our management practices, our stance
in policy, and the kind of materials we offer in
our educational programs,” concluded Taft. “That
commitment to science continues with the Storm-
water Innovation Center. Per our new strategic
plan, science is front and center at Audubon. It’s
part of who we are, and always will be.”

“Audubon has always based
decisions and actions on the
facts as we know them. That
goes way back to our early
observations of declining
bird populations, pollution,
and chemical pesticide use
like DDT. For Audubon to
remain credible, we have to
adhere to the science.”

— Audubon Executive Director
Larry Taft
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CLIMATE CHANGE IN THE OCEAN STATE

As temperatures and sea levels rise, and unstable climate patterns increase, humans, birds, animals, fish and plants will all struggle
with ecosystem change. Issues of the 2021 Audubon Report will highlight several climate-threatened bird species and their habitats.

'

Forests and Tanagers

By Laura Carberry and Scott Ruhren

As scientists study how forests respond to climate change, many
conclude that negative impacts to sensitive forest bird species
will occur.

Although there is more forest habitat now than 200 years ago,
the forest composition has changed. Some dominant trees like the
American chestnut are gone and invasive vines, shrubs, and trees
are more common. Introduced insects and pathogens are on the rise.
These negative pressures could be worsened by a changing climate.

The Scarlet Tanager (Piranga olivacea) a neotropical migrant bird, offers examples of how climate
change is affecting some forest species. Their populations are heavily impacted by habitat

fragmentation caused by forest disturbance and shrinking size due to human activities. This Scarlet
leads to Brown-headed Cowbirds taking over increasing numbers of tanager nests. Fragmented T
forests also tend to experience increased rates of predation and a warmer, windier microclimate. anager

Scarlet Tanagers are listed by the National Audubon Society as “climate threatened.” It is
predicted the tanager range will experience a 93% shift from 2000 to 2080 and shrink by 26% in
that time given predicted climate changes (National Audubon Society, 2015).

Many birds time their migration to maximize reproduction. This is achieved by arriving when their
highly nutritious insect prey is most abundant for nestlings. Juvenile birds raised during this time
are heavier and have higher survival rates. Warmer temperatures have led birds to return and
breed earlier, but the warmer temperatures also have led to caterpillars emerging sooner. If the

Additional New England Climate-
threatened Forest Bird Species:

timing of insects and birds do not match up, it can be disastrous for birds. The species can survive e Wood Thrush

a year or two out of synch, but a continuation could lead to a population collapse. e Black-throated Green Warbler
® Pine Warbler

Invasive species and disease outbreaks in forests can also be elevated due to climate change. They e Worm-eating Warbler

can reduce the canopy layer and the health of the native trees or increase forest fragmentation. e Rose-breasted Grosbeak

These disturbances can also disrupt the nesting of the Scarlet Tanager and other species. e Whip-poor-will

S t land tion. F t CO: f
WHAT CAN YOU DO? the atmosphers, provide shade to keep the landscape

cooler, and are critical habitat for birds and wildlife.

Landscape and garden with native plants that provide
food, cover and nesting materials for birds and wildlife.

p— Purchase green power to heat and cool your
=i home and insulate it well.

and use public transportation) and create an that reduce carbon emissions. Sign up for advocacy emails
energy-efficient home. by contacting Meg Kerr (mkerr@asri.org)

Reduce energy use. Drive less (walk, bike % Stay informed. Support legislation and community efforts

Audubon Society of Rhode Island * www.asri.org
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Act On Climate 2021

Our top priority is reintroducing and passing the Act On Climate bill from
2020 (H7399 Sponsors: Rep. Blazejewski, Chair Abney, Chair Bennett,
Rep. Carson, Rep. Ruggiero) and S2165 (Sponsors: Sen. Euer, Chair Lynch
Prata, Chair Conley, Chair Sosnowski, Sen. Goodwin).

This bill will require Rhode Island to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions
100% by 2050. Act On Climate will bring the state in line with the manda-
tory, enforceable greenhouse gas emission reductions already in place in
neighboring Massachusetts and Connecticut.

The Act On Climate Bill also updates the Resilient Rhode Island Act of
2014 in two important ways:

* It updates our climate targets in accordance with the latest science
regarding what is needed to avert climate disaster, setting the 2035
mandate at a 50% reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and the 2050
mandate at a 100% reduction.

* It requires accountability and transparency by making the state’s car-
bon emission reductions binding. If the state fails to follow the law,
Rhode Islanders can enforce climate action.

The Ocean State Climate Adaptation and Resilience Fund (OSCAR)
(2020, S 2194 (Sen. Lynch Prata) / H 7165 (Rep. Vella-Wilkinson). OSCAR
would be funded by a $0.05 per barrel fee on petroleum products imported
by ship into Rhode Island. (There are 42 gallons in a barrel.) This fee
equates to 1/10th of a cent per gallon of fuel. It is estimated that OSCAR
would generate approximately $1,900,000 per year to fund important
adaptation projects throughout the state with no impact to the state budget.
Audubon would prioritize investing this money on salt marsh restoration
efforts to protect Saltmarsh Sparrows and other wildlife.

Protection of Forest Habitat and Solar Siting

Audubon believes that Rhode Island needs to promote the rational develop-
ment of renewable energy to meet the state’s greenhouse gas reduction goals
and mitigate climate change while also protecting critical habitats. Audu-
bon opposes the destruction of Rhode Island’s forest and other habitats to
meet our renewable energy goals. We believe that renewable energy proj-
ects should be sited on brownfields, landfills, gravel pits, rooftops and other
developed areas. We also believe that the state needs to put policies in place
to accelerate the protection of critical unprotected forest habitat areas.
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2021 Legislative Priorities

1. Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM)
must step up to assist with communicating the importance of for-
ests for climate resilience and habitat. Audubon will support
RIDEM recommended policies to protect critical forest resources.

2. Amend existing renewable energy laws to de-incentivize develop-
ment on green-fields. We have identified three priorities:

1) Close the 10 megawatts (MW) loophole. The state’s Virtual Net
Metering Program (VNM) caps projects at 10 MW. However, proj-
ects are built on contiguous parcels creating projects as large as 60
MW, often on forested parcels.

2) We oppose expanding the VNM program until the siting issue is
resolved.

3) Expand the Renewable Energy Growth Program (REG) as it
includes incentives for certain land use types. We will support other
policy and legislative recommendations directed at this issue.

Pollinator Health and Habitat & Pesticide Management

Pollinators are declining worldwide. The RI Wildlife Action Plan lists the
rusty patched bumble bee, the yellow-banded bumble bee, the monarch
butterfly and 10 species of silkworm and sphinx months as pollinator spe-
cies of greatest conservation need. Pesticides used for the control of mos-
quitoes and other widespread problem insects, as well as homeowner use
of over-the-counter pesticides, contribute to the decline. Loss of habitat
and climate change also impact their populations.

Audubon has worked for several years on issues related to pollinator
health and habitat. This work has consistently identified DEM’s limited
capacity to manage and monitor pesticide use in the state. Audubon Board
Member Dr. Charles Clarkson led the development of the state’s Breeding
Bird Atlas and has spoken about declining bird numbers in Rhode Island,
matching trends seen world-wide. Research is showing a link between
pesticide use, particularly neonicotinoids, and impacts on birds.

2021 Legislative priorities: reintroduce and pass 2020 neonictinoid ban
2020 S 2403 (Miller, Conley, Coyne) and H 7425 (McNamara, Speakman,
Caldwell, Bennett, and Kislak)

Optics Drive to Support Young Birders a Success!

Thank you to all who donated new or gently-used binoculars.

The Ocean State Bird Club (OSBC) and Audubon Society of Rhode Island collected
36 pairs of gently-used and new optics to provide opportunities for young birders in
urban communities. Plenty of youth have expressed an interest in birds and nature,
but their families cannot afford expensive optics. Audubon and the OSBC will be
working with the Providence Parks Urban Wildlife Refuge Partnership to determine
where the donations will be allocated. This organization works with Providence
youth to develop an interest in nature and birds.



Please donate TODAY! Summer is right around the corner.

How did you spend your playtime as a child?  Many families cannot afford to send their
Did you go outside and explore the woods or play in your yard? child to Audubon Summer Camp.

Did you run through the grass playing games, look for frogs ina  You can help to get a child outside and experience nature this
nearby pond, or maybe build a fort? For most adults, the connection summet. Your donation of $275 will allow a young camper to
to nature began with positive, childhood experiences. By contrast, hike through the woods, explore the shore, get up-close with cool
today’s children are spending less and less time playing outside. critters, make messy crafts and have lots of healthy, outdoor fun.

All Kids Should Go to Summer Camp

Help us send 100 kids to Audubon Summer Camp. It’s an experience that connects youth with nature and makes their summer special.
Your generous donation of $275 will send one child to Audubon Camp for one week. Summer is right around the corner! Please donate
today to the Audubon Summer Camp Scholarship Fund and make a difference in a child’s life.

“I am going to belp send a Kid to Summer Camp!”

Please accept my donation for a camp scholarship [ | Please charge my credit card

_$550 (2 children) _ $275 (1 child) _ $137.50 __$69 Other $

CARD NUMBER

NAME EXPIRATION DATE (MM/YYYY) CVV CODE

ADDRESS

SIGNATURE

CITY/STATE /ZIP You can also donate online at asri.org

Please make check payable to: Audubon Society of Rhode Island ¢ Mail to: Audubon Scholarships, 12 Sanderson Rd., Smithfield, RI 02917

Audubon Society of Rhode Island * www.asri.org



2021 AUDUBON SUMMER CAMP SCHEDULE

Audubon Camp gets Kkids ages 2'2 to 12 outside to explore a variety of habitats
and provides a safe environment to have lots of FUN in nature.

Note: All Audubon 2021 Camps will be held in Bristol, RI.

July 5, - July 12 - July 19 - July 26 - August 2 - August 9 —

July 9, 2021 July 16, 2021 July 23, 2021 July 30, 2021 August 6, 2021 August 13, 2021

Habitats, Homes Habitats, Homes

Explore the Shore Dinosaur Days Explore the Shore . Explore the Shore X
Ages 5-6 Ages 5-6 Ages 5-6 & Hideaways Ages 5-6 & Hideaways
9am-3pm 9am-3pm 9am-3pm Ages -6 9am-3pm Ages 5-6
9am-3pm 9am-3pm
Creatures of the Deep! Survival Challenge Coastal Adventures Wildlife Trackers Creatures of the Deep! Survival Challenge
Ages 7-9 Ages 7-9 Ages 7-9 Ages 7-9 Ages 7-9 Ages 7-9
9am-3pm 9am-3pm 9am-3pm 9am-3pm 9am-3pm 9am-3pm
Early Birds Fledglings Marine Biology Camp Marine Biology Camp Birds of Prey
Ages 2.5-4 Age5 Ages 10-12 Ages 10-12 Ages 10-12
9am-12pm 9am-12pm 9am-3pm 9am-3pm 9am-3pm

For more information and to register, visit: audubonsummercamp.com

CAMPERS NEED TENTS!

Help Audubon Provide a Safe Environment for Kids
During COVID-19

Due to COVID-19 safety guidelines, Audubon needs sturdy outdoor tents this year
that offer shade from the sun and protection from the rain. For $800, three tents can
be purchased and set up on Audubon grounds. Games, crafts, animal interviews,
story times, lunch and other activities can all be enjoyed safely outside under these
tents. Your donation will help Audubon keep campers safe and engaged in nature all
summer long]

Make your donation at: asri.org/tents
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SNOW SCIENCE:

Snow begins as a speck of dust or salt that rises into the sky. As it reaches the

clouds, water molecules start to attach to it. This droplet grows as more and more

water molecules connect. When the droplet cools, it freezes into an ice crystal.
Over time, it grows heavier and begins to fall. Continued condensation changes
the crystal’s shape as it falls from the clouds into warmer air where many clump
together to form snowflakes.

TRY THESE ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE IN THE SNOW:

Catch a Snowflake

You can catch a snowflake by simply holding out your hand, but it will melt quickly. Would you
like to keep a snowflake for observation? Place a dark piece of fabric or paper in your freezer
for 15 minutes then take it outside and catch snowflakes on the dark surface. Examine them
with a magnifying lens. What types of crystals are falling in your backyard?

Snow Art

To get creative in the snow, fill a spray bottle with water and food coloring of your choice.
Head outside and start spraying a masterpiece on the snow. Remember to switch up the
colors!

Make a Snow Gauge

Did you ever wonder how much snow falls in your neighborhood? Make your own snow
gauge to find out. Tape a ruler to the inside of an empty coffee can. At the start of the next
snow storm, put the container outside in an open area away from trees and buildings. When
the storm ends, check the ruler to find out how much snow fell. Is it the same as the weather
report?

Snow Melt

How much water is actually in snow? You will need three containers that are all the same size.
Fill one with water, one with ice cubes and one with snow. Make a prediction about how much
water will be left after the snow and ice cubes melt. It may take a little while for melting to
occur. Use a measuring cup to determine how much water is left in each container.

Frozen Bubbles
On a cold winter day with no wind, take a bottle of bubble liquid and wand outside. Blow
bubbles as big as you can and see what happens to them in the cold!

......................................................................................................

By Lauren Parmelee, Senior Director of Education

.................................................................. .

FUN FACTS:

#¢  During the Blizzard of 1978,
38 inches of snow fell in
Woonsocket, Rl — the most
recorded in State history.

iﬁi The most snow recorded in
the U.S. during a 24-hour
period was 75.8" in Silver
Lake, Colorado in April 1921.
That's more than 6 feet!

ﬁ% On May 9 & 10, 1977, North
Foster, Rl received 12.1" of
snow. That's a lot of snow
for springtime!

13 MythBuster: Not all snow-
flakes are different! A scien-
tist in 1998 found two snow-
flakes from the same storm
that were exactly alike.
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THE SEVEN MOST COMMON
TYPES OF SNOWFLAKE:

Each forms in different
temperatures & conditions.

Hexagonal Plates are the most
common, a six-sided flat crystal
with designs on their surfaces.

Hexagonal Columns are six-
sided cylinders with either flat
or pointed ends.

Capped Columns are hexa-
gonal columns with hexagonal
plates on either end.

Needles are long, slender six-
sided columns looking like tiny
bolts of lightning.

Stellar Crystals are the classic
star-shaped flake with six
branches, having simple to
elaborate designs.

(I = EAN

Spatial Dendrites are feath-
ery stellar crystals with other
branches projecting from each
of the six original branches.

F’gﬁ’f@ Irregular Crystals is the catch-
% 7  all category for other shapes.

Notable Works Honors Audubon

otable Works Publication and Distribution Co., Inc. is a local non-profit
arts organization founded in 2007 to raise awareness for environmental and
social concerns through the arts while providing a venue to local musicians,

artists, composers and poets.

Noreen Inglesi (Artist in Residence) and Bina Gehres (Director) approached Audu-
bon staff with the music for “The Earth is in our Care,” suggesting that the message

” ' 4
LET'S GO B%WBYL“Y

Wildlife Monitoring: Woven Into Our Work

often get questions from folks about what
Ielse I do besides lead bird walks. My

responsibilities as a naturalist and refuge |
manager vary greatly. One day I may be clear-
ing trails and the next leading a birding trip to
Block Island. In this issue of the Report, we
talk about some of the science and research
that Audubon is involved with, and that too can
fall under my area of responsibility.

I am currently involved with a monitoring ™%
program called Forestry for Rhode Island Birds. It’s demgned to educate landowners on
the benefits of managing their property for forest-dependent birds. Currently 55% of Rhode
Island is forested, and the majority of that land is privately owned. With Rhode Island
becoming increasingly fragmented due to urbanization, it is critically important to educate
landowners on the importance of keeping their property intact and advising them on how to
manage it for wildlife.

The Rhode Island Woodland Partnership reviews applicants each year and selects several
properties to be part of the program. In June, I visit each property that has been selected and
complete bird surveys. The number of point counts depends on the acreage, but I try to cover
the entire property if able. For a point count, I stand in one location for 10 minutes and listen
and observe any birds. I record how many species and how many individuals of each species
were found in that area. Ultimately we are looking for any of 12 targeted species that have
been prioritized by the program. But we do count all birds found.

Landowners are much more likely to steward their land when they know what species
are dependent on it. They are often surprised to hear what we have to report. Following my
bird point counts, my Audubon colleague Scott Ruhren conducts a plant and habitat survey.
Together we issue a final report and recommendations.

I have had some wonderful experiences being out in those woods, but my most memorable
was one when my daughter came along. It was a large site with 8 point counts. That’s a lot
of walking and listening for a kid. Toward the end, my daughter decided that bushwhack-
ing through the forest wasn’t that much fun. So, when we came to a clearing, I asked her to
sit quietly on a rock while I did my last survey. After a few minutes I heard her calling and
glanced over and noticed the bushes moving as something bounded away. They were little
coyote pups! While I was observing birds, they came out to observe her! She was ecstatic
after such a close encounter with these two curious coyotes. They are lucky to have such a
safe haven, and I reported the sighting back to the landowner.

I am grateful to be part of this program. It not only provides a wonderful opportunity to
survey on some spectacular private lands, but also to meet and build relationships with the
landowners that care for these wild spaces. With their help and preservation, we are aiming to
slow the decrease in forest bird populations and encourage land stewardship for all wildlife.

worked well with Audubon’s mission and asked to collaborate together on a video.

As they learned more about our organization, they also created a second piece,  Follow these links and enjoy the pieces by Notable Works:
“Tribute to the Audubon Society of Rhode Island” which focuses on the balance of  Tribute to Audubon: youtu.be/q_AYCarI8QE
nature. Audubon again collaborated with pictures, video and guidance on the project. The Earth is in Our Care: youtu.be/wNJ2zAROkH4
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AUDUBON NATURE TOURS & PROGRAMS

March - May 2021 For more information and to register, visit the events calendar at www.asri.org.

SAFETY NOTICE: Face masks and social distancing are required for all programs. Participants must bring their own masks.

BIRDING WITH AUDUBON Advance registration is required for all programs.

AUDUBON PRIVATE BIRDING AND NATURAL HISTORY TOURS BIRD SONGS AND CALLS FOR BEGINNERS -
Get out in nature...it’s the safest place to be! VIRTUAL WORKSHOP
Let an Audubon guide take your group of up to four people on a private two— April 27, 2021; 6:30-7:30 pm.
hour natural history or birdwatching tour in Southeastern New England.
Visit asri.ovg/private—nature—tours for details. FRIDAY MORNING BIRD WALKS IN MAY
Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge, 99 Pardon Joslin Road, Exeter, RI;
WEDNESDAY MORNING BIRD WALKS April 30, May 7, 14, 21, 28, 2021; 8:30-10:30 am.
Locations determined weekly and will be sent to registered participants in
advance. Every Wednesday through June 2021. MAY BIRD WALKS AT CARATUNK
Four Dates Offered.
SUNDAY MORNING BIRD WALKS WITH AUDUBON Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, 301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA;
Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium, 1401 Hope Street, Bristol, RI; May 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021; 7:30-9:30 am.

Every Sunday Morning through May, 2021, 8:30-9:30 am.

BIRD BANDING

BIRDS THAT LIKE BARK Four Dates Offered.
Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, 301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA; Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium,
March 6, 2021; 10:00 am—12:00 pm. 1401 Hope Street, Bristol, RI;
May 8, June 12, July 10, August 14, 2021;
BEGINNING BIRDING - VIRTUAL WORKSHOP 9:15-11:15 am.
Two Sessions Offered.
March 9, 16, 2021; 10:00 — 11:00 am; March 11, 18, 2021; 6:30-7:30 pm. BIRDING WITH KIDS
Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, 12 Sanderson
BIRDS OF THE EAST BAY BIKE PATH Road, Smithfield, R;
VIRTUAL WORKSHOP AND IN-PERSON BIRDING WALK May 8, 2021; 9:00-10:30 am.
Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium, 1401 Hope Street, Bristol, RI; Virtual
Workshop March 26, 2021; In—person Birding Walk May 21, 2021; 7:00-8:00 pm. BIRDING THE UPLANDS
Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, 12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI;
WOODCOCK WALK May 22, 2021; 9:00-11:00 am.
Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, 301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA;
March 26, 2021; 6:30-8:30 pm. PURPLE MARTINS!

Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, 301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA;

A BIRDS-EYE VIEW OF PROVIDENCE PARKS - VIRTUAL WORKSHOP May 29, 2021; 2:00-4:00 pm.
March 31, 2021; 7:00-8:00 pm.

BLUEBIRD WALK AND TALK
WOODCOCKS AND WINE Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, 301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA;
Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge, 99 Pardon Joslin Road, Exeter, RI; May 50, 2021; 8:00-10:00 am.

April 9, 2021; 6:30-8:30 pm.
NESTING BIRDS AT CARATUNK
WATCHING WOODCOCKS Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, 301 Brown Avenue,
Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, 12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI; Seekonk, MA; June 6, 2021; 8:00-10:00 am.
April 9, 2021; 7:00-9:00 pm.

HAWKS & Get up-close to hawks and owls in small-group stations, safely distanced
throughout the grounds of the Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium.

H O OT S Talk with Audubon educators who care for these birds, learn about their

amazing adaptations, and discover the habitats they call home.
May 1 5’ 2021 Advance registration is required; tickets will not be sold at the door.

Audubon Nature Center and Morning Session 10:00-11:45 am; Afternoon Session 1:00-3:15 pm
Aquarium, Bristol, RI Register online through the events calendar at www.asri.org.
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AUDUBON NATURE CENTER AND AQUARIUM

1401 Hope Street (Route 114), Bristol, RI

PROGRAMS, LECTURES & WORKSHOPS FOR ADULTS

SUNDAY MORNING BIRD WALKS STONE WALLS WALK AND TALK
WITH AUDUBON Lecture by Leigh Schoberth.

Every Sunday Morning through May 2021, 8:30 - 9:30 am. April 24, 2021; 11:00 am~12:00 pm.
HIDDEN BEAUTY: FAIRY GARDENS FOR ADULTS

A CELEBRATION OF LIFE UNDER THE WAVES May 2, 2021; 2:00 pm=3:30 pm.
ART EXHIBIT BY ISABELLE CADENE

March 2-April 25, 2021, 9:00 am — 5:00 pm. COUNTING THE BIRDS
OF THE FOUR SEASONS

FEEDING THE BIRDS WORKSHOP Art Exhibit by

March 7, 2021; 1:00-2:00 pm. Amy Veldman-Wilson.

May 2—June 30, 2021; 9:00 am—5:00 pm.

SEA GLASS JEWELRY WORKSHOP

May 8, 2021. 11:00 am~12:30 pm. BIRD BANDING
Four Dates Offered.
FAIRY HOUSES FOR ADULTS May 8, June 12, July 10, August 14, 2021; .
March 20, 2021; 1:30-3:30 pm. 9:15-11:15 am. %
e

FAMILY PROGRAMS & CLASSES FOR CHILDREN

CITIZENS BANK FREE FAMILY FUN DAY HAWKS AND HOOTS
Thanks to Citizens Bank, the Nature Center and Aquarium May 15, 2021; See page 12 for details.
is open free to the public the first Saturday of every

month. Join us for nature stories, animal discoveries, hikes MEMORIAL DAY NATURE ACTIVITIES

and more. No need to register!

> Bring the kids for up—close animal encounters, hikes,
March 6, April 3, May 1, 2021; 10:00 am — 5:00 pm. crafts and games. May 31, 2021; 10:00 am—2:30 pm.

LI'L PEEPS

This popular program introduces children ages 18 months
to 2 years to the delights of nature. iﬂ—&l\\
y g /h’\%'t M 2( 5

March 25, April 1, 8, 15, 29, May 6, 2021; 10:00-10:45 am.

APRIL SCHOOL VACATION WEEK

Join Audubon for crafts, nature stories and animal
interviews! Special programs for children ages 6+ are also
available each day at 11:00 am. Visit the events calendar
for details.

* Monday, April 19: Binocular Basics for Families

Tuesday, April 20: Powerful Pollinators

Wednesday, April 21: Cooking for the Birds

Thursday, April 22: Wetland Exploration

Friday, April 23: Turtle Races

Register online through the events calendar at www.asri.org or call (401) 949-5454 ext. 3014.
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POWDER MILL
LEDGES WILDLIFE
REFUGE

12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI

See page 12 for Powder Mill Ledges Birding Programs.

THE ECOLOGY OF VERNAL POOLS
March 3, 2021; 7:00-8:30 pm.

PYSANKY WORKSHOP
March 20, 2021; 10:00 am—12:00 pm.

CREATING SPACES FOR POLLINATORS
March 31, 2021; 7:00-8:30 pm.

APRIL SCHOOL VACATION WEEK

» Life Under a Log: April 20, 2021; 11:00 am—12:30 pm.

* Drawing in Nature for Families: April 20, 2021; 2:00-3:30 pm.
» City Hawk: The Story of Pale Male;

April 21, 2021; 11:00 am—12:00 pm.

Raptors Rock! April 21, 2021; 2:00-3:30 pm.

Totally Turtles! April 22, 2021; 11:00 am—12:00 pm.

Earth Day Photo Scavenger Hunt April 22, 2021; 2:00—4:00 pm.
Froggy Fun: April 23, 2021; 11:00 am—12:00 pm.

Build Your Own Bird House: April 23, 2021; 2:00-3:30 pm.
Meet a Live Raptor and Refuge Walk;

April 25, 2021 ; 1:00 pm—3:00 pm.

MAKE YOUR OWN: FLOWER & PLANT PRESS
May 22, 2021; 2:00—4:00 pm.

APRIL SCHOOL
VACATION WEEK!
April 19 - 23, 2021

Audubon Nature Center Audubon Powder Mill
and Aquarium, Bristol Ledges Wildlife Refuge,
Smithfield

Join Audubon for springtime
fun! Meet cool critters, head out
on the trails, and even build a
bluebird house!

Special programs and activities
are available each day.

Visit the events calendar at asri.org for details.

CARATUNK WILDLIFE REFUGE
301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA

See page 12 for Caratunk Birding Programs.

WHITE BARN STORY TIME

Three Dates and Nature Themes;
March 4, April 1, May 6, 2021; 2:00-3:00 pm.

FROGGY NIGHTS AT CARATUNK
March 19, 2021; 6:30-8:30 pm.

SPRING NATURE WALK
March 21, 2021; 1:00-3:00 pm.

WILDFLOWERS, BEES & SPRING BUTTERFLIES
April 10, 2021; 10:00 am—12:00 pm.

VERNAL POOL WALK
April 11, 2021; 1:00 —3:00 pm.

AQUATIC OBSERVATIONS
April 20, 2021; 10:00 am—12:00 pm.

RAPTORS ON THE REFUGE
Two Dates Offered.
April 22, May 5, 2021; 1:00-3:00 pm.

FORT WILDLIFE REFUGE

1443 Providence Pike (Route 5), North Smithfield, RI

FROGGY NIGHTS
April 14, 2021; 7:00-9:00 pm.

@ AUDUBON VIRTUAL BIRDING

Join an online birding workshop! Learn from the experts safely at home, then take your
new birding skills to the next level by joining an in-person Audubon birding walk.
See page 12 for birding walks. Register online through the events calendar at asri.org.

BEGINNING BIRDING - VIRTUAL WORKSHOP
Two Sessions Offered.
March 9, 16, 2021; 10:00-11:00 am.
March 11, 18, 2021; 6:30-7:30 pm.

BIRDS OF THE EAST BAY BIKE PATH
Virtual Workshop and In-person Bristol Birding Walk.
Virtual Workshop March 26, 2021; 7:00-8:00 pm.
In-person Birding Walk, Bristol, RI; May 21, 2021; 7:00-8:00 pm.

A BIRDS-EYE VIEW OF PROVIDENCE PARKS - VIRTUAL WORKSHOP
March 31, 2021; 7:00-8:00 pm.

BIRD SONGS AND CALLS FOR BEGINNERS - VIRTUAL WORKSHOP
April 27, 2021; 6:30-7:30 pm.

Register online through the events calendar at www.asri.org or call (401) 949-5454 ext. 3014.
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are easily recognized. They have long been associ-

ated with happiness, the awakening of spring, and the
beauty of nature. Yet, there is so much more to this small
and colorful bird.

At Audubon wildlife refuges, we have been protecting and
monitoring bluebirds for decades. As is common for many
bird species, we have watched their populations fluctuate
over the years. Science and nature can be unpredictable.

Bluebird populations have risen and fallen for centuries
largely because of human activities. Woodlands cleared by
indigenous people for settlements and agriculture, and the
smaller farms of European settlers helped bluebirds thrive.
However, their numbers decline in areas with large farms and
expansive fields without cover, nest sites or food available.

In the mid-twentieth century, as a result of European
Starlings and House Sparrows (introduced species that use
bluebird nest sites) bluebird numbers declined further. The
notorious pesticide DDT made things worse, lowering their
reproduction rates. Banning the use of DDT and nearly 60
years of nest box installations and monitoring by conserva-
tion groups has helped the recovery of the species. According
to current data in Partners in Flight, there are approximately
22 million bluebirds worldwide and now Eastern Bluebirds
are officially listed as a species of “least concern.”

This current healthy population status is also correlated
with habitat conservation and management of grasslands.
Bluebirds are habitat specialists, preferring open fields with
scattered shrubs, which are in national decline. The species
will occasionally venture into open forest edges but are pre-
dominantly a grassland bird.

Audubon staff and volunteers monitor nearly 200 nest
boxes at eight wildlife refuges. Bluebirds are cavity nesters
but are unable to build their own holes; they readily use man-
made boxes. Nesting pairs compete with Tree Swallows
and occasionally House Wrens as they struggle to rear their
young. In late winter, prior to bluebirds nesting, Audubon
staff inspect, clean and repair current boxes and add addi-
tional ones where needed. We clear out old nest material,
mouse bedding and wasp nests. This helps reduce parasites,
pathogens and competitors for the homemaking bluebirds.

In a good year, a bluebird pair can rear up to three broods
of nestlings. Weather, food supply and competition with
other birds influence nest success. Cool wet weather can
be deadly for nestlings. Eatly summer droughts can reduce
food supplies.

The stunning colors of Eastern Bluebitrds (Sialia sialis)
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Bluebirds are year-round residents in southern New England.
Primarily insectivores, they swoop down to the ground to catch prey.
Their diets switch to fruits and seeds in the winter. Consequently,
bluebirds need year-round habitat in Rhode Island.

It is not yet known how climate change will affect Eastern
Bluebirds. Research in other areas such as plant life
cycles, fruit production and insect populations, suggest
that Bluebird food supplies could change. This
highlights the need for continued habitat protection
and education. What conservationists now call forest
“messy edges” provide food and shelter for Bluebirds
and many other animals. This is one way to buffer effects
of climate change and ensure the continued success of
this wonderful bird.

There are two other species of bluebirds in North America, West-
ern Bluebird and Mountain Bluebird, but, except for rare occa-
sions, only the Eastern Bluebird occurs in New England.

Total number of birds fledged by location at
Caratunk Wildlife Refuge in 2007 and 2020.
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(TRSW Tree Swallow; HOWR House Wren; EABL Eastern Bluebird; BLCH Black-capped
Chickadee; TUTI Tufted Titmonse). The locations are Field 1 (21 boxes), Field 2 (16 boxes),
Field 3 (11 boxes) and the powerline (PL) right-of-way (3 boxes). Though bluebirds are observed
throughont the refuge, reproduction rates remain low. House Wrens and Tree Swallows continue to

fledge the most offspring.

Watch for Eastern Bluebirds at these Audubon

Wildlife Refuges that are open to the public.

Audubon Wildlife Refuge Bluebird Boxes

Caratunk, Seekonk, MA 51
Fisherville Brook, Exeter, RI 50
Mcintosh Refuge, Bristol, RI 2

Maxwell Mays Refuge, Coventry, RI 6
Parker Woodland, Coventry, RI 17
Powder Mill Ledges, Smithfield, RI

Touisset Marsh, Warren, RI €)




Beach, Clean Water and Green Bond
goes to the voters on March 2

Please Vote YES!

Rhode Island residents will vote on the $74 million 2020

Leaving
Audubon

in your
estate 1s for
the birds.

Beach, Clean Water and Green Bond at a special election
on March 2, 2021.

Voters will have the option to vote by mail, vote early, or visit a
polling place on March 2. The Secretary of State will send every

Rhode Island voter a mail
R

ballot application with post- ;ﬁ

i f'i ﬁf‘ . - I__"T i
age paid return. Applications "?ﬂ? ,-"'%';‘% i

Learn Simple Steps to Begin
Planning Your Legacy.

should have arrived the week A E -5
of January 18. Early in-person

voting begins February 10 and
will end at 4 p.m. on Monday
March 1. The Special Refer-
enda Election will be on on VDTE

Tuesday March 2, 2021 and

polling places in each town YES o n2

will be open.

Call 401-949-5454 (ext. 3017)
or download information at

asri.org/legacy

Over a Decade of Service at the
Caratunk Wildlife Refuge - Audubon
Thanks Volunteer Milton Chow

ilton Chow of Seekonk
has been volunteering
with Audubon at the

Caratunk Wildlife Refuge for
over a decade, putting his skills
as a master gardener and skilled
carpenter to good use. In 2020
he was instrumental in main-
taining the new pollinator gar-
den and rain garden at the ref-
uge. He also assisted with trail
maintenance and built a beauti-
ful work table for Caratunk out
of reclaimed, donated lumber.
Over the years he has assisted
with many projects, including
the design and construction of
a turtle exhibit and a wooden
stand for a 70-gallon fish tank,
even donating the lumber for the

re
QP

Bird Feeders and Accessories
Field Guides and Binoculars
Children’s Books, Educational Games,
Toys and More!

Members Receive 10% Off Purchases in the Bristol
and Online Audubon Nature Shops! P.
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project. Caratunk is fortunate to
have such a skilled and enthusi-
astic long-time volunteer.

Milton Chow near the pollinator
garden at Caratunk, which he helps
to maintain.

Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium

1401 Hope Street, Bristol, RI
Shop online at www.asri.org
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Thank You!

PARTNERS IN CONSERVATION

The companies listed below have demonstrated their significant commitment
to the quality of life in Rhode Island and to conserving natural habitats
through stewardship and education.

MEMORIALS

Memorials serve and support the conservation and protection of Rhode Island’s
environment. During the past quarter, the families and friends of people listed
below have chosen to remember their loved ones through a gift to the Audubon

¢ AMC Narragansett Chapter ¢ MetLife Auto & Home

¢ BB&S Lumber ¢ New England Dispatch Agency
¢ Botanical Center Conservancy ¢ NEC Solar

» Citizens Bank ¢ Partridge Snow & Hahn LLP
¢ Cox Communications ¢ Pawtucket Red Sox

¢ CVS Health * People’s Power and Light

¢ Dassault Systemes ¢ R.I Beekeepers Association

* DBVW Architects ¢ Target

¢ Fidelity ¢ United Natural Foods, Inc.

¢ Green Energy Consumers Alliance, Inc. ¢ Van Liew Trust Company

¢ Harbor Bath and Body, LLC ¢ Whole Foods Market

¢ Lyons & Zaremba, Inc.

GIFTS IN HONOR

The people listed below have been honored by family and friends who found a
gift to the Audubon Society of Rhode Island to be the most meaningful way to
celebrate someone important in their lives.

In Honor of: Dwight Barrett
From: Marie Barrett

In Honor of: Deborah Mongeau
From: Deborah J. Smith

In Honor of: Murthman Babies
From: Jessica Crossman

In Honor of: Lisa Betcher
From: Janice Hebert

In Honor of: Rochelle and Jeff Blease
From: Kelly and Neil Fandel

In Honor of: Grammy Roseen
From: Caitlin Roseen

In Honor of: Todd Sabelli
From: Elizabeth Saunders

In Honor of: Joan Briggs
From: Dave and Heidi Briggsler

In Honor of: Elizabeth Schumann
From: Robert Del Gizzi

In Honor of: Kim Westcott
From: Cornelia Thornburgh

In Honor of: Weston Davis
From: Linda O’Brien

In Honor of: Nancy Ellis
From: Jan Thibodeau

In Honor of: Karen Kemp
From: Daniel Kemp

In Honor of: Kathy and Steve Zebriggski
From: Dave and Heidi Briggsler

In Honor of: Henry Meyer
From: Leah and Joe Loberti

AUDUBON SOCIETY OF RHODE ISLAND

1897 SOCIETY

Named for the year of the Audubon’s founding, the 1897 Society
honors those whose leadership gifts enable the Audubon Society
of Rhode Island to advance its mission of protecting birds, other
wildlife and their habitats through conservation, education and
advocacy. Our donors can take satisfaction that their contributions
have an immediate and lasting impact on the people, wildlife and

natural beauty of Rhode Island.

The 1897 Society celebrates donors who give annually at the $1,000 to $10,000+ level as

special contributors to our ongoing mission and shall be recognized at the following levels:

Leader — $1,000 to $2,499
Advocate — $2,500 to §4,999
Condervator — $5,000 to $7,499

Benefactor — $7,500 to $9,999
Visionary — $10,000+

If you wish to join the 1897 Society and help promote the values and mission of Audubon,
please visit asri.orglleadership or contact Jeff Hall at 401-949-5454 ext. 5017.

In recognition of their philanthropic charity, members of the 1897 Society enjoy a variety of
exclusive benefits, including invitations to member-only events and special communications.
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Society of Rhode Island.

In Memory of: Dick Bowen
From: Anne Bowen

In Memory of: Rachel Carson
From: Kevin and Mardee Carson

In Memory of: Inez Craig

From: Barbara Carnes
Carolyn Hricko
Daniel and Ruth Wyttenbach
Deb and Sue Flanders
George Kroeninger
Montana Polans
Pam Asquith

In Memory of: Jack Doherty
From: Michael and Margaret Alexander

In Memory of: Patricia M. Dwyer
From: Catherine Cressy and Mike Russo

In Memory of: Daniel Elkins
From: Karen Elkins

In Memory of: David Ford
From: Kathy and Pierre Irving

In Memory of: Richard Gingras
From: Alice Susi
Barbara Culver
Brian Hunter
Julie Latessa
Kimberly Samways
Lawrence and Beth Berman
Leigh Martin and Al Crisfield
Liza Wasser
Maureen Alger
Patricia Alger
Patricia Allard
Phyllis Kasonik

In Memory of: Charles Greenhalgh
From: Jane and Larry Ransom

In Memory of: Michael Hadala
From: Wendy Braga

In Memory of: Marie and Al Hawkes
From: Anthony and Dale Zampini
Harold and Brenda Bibb
Mario and Andrea Mattia
Marjorie Hurd-Casbarro

In Memory of: Frank Hughes
From: Arlene and Haywood Hartwell

In Memory of: Dick Jocelyn
From: Christine Jocelyn

NEW! AUDUBON SOCIETY OF RHODE ISLAND

BACKYARD BiRDS COLORING BOOK

Featuring 36 beautifully illustrated bird species with fun
facts by West Warwick, Rhode Island artist and cartoonist

Jerry Shippee.

A Wonderful Gift Idea for All Ages!

Only $9.99. Size 8.5" x 11" with 36 pages to color.
Order online! Just visit asri.org and click on “Nature Shop."”

In Memory of: Duane Kelley
From: T. Christine Stevens

In Memory of: Jerry Marcom
From: David and Cathy Resler-Denman

In Memory of: Maxwell Mays and
Daniel J. McCombs, Jr.
From: William and Claire Chatto

In Memory of: Phanny Monty
From: Tina Zartman

In Memory of: Lottie Murphy
From: Mrs. and Mr. Patricia A Thompson

In Memory of: Thomas Pitts

From: Nick and Ene Vogel
Dale and Cindy Quilling
Dr. Rhonda Ketterling
Catherine Simone
Gregory Ahlijian

In Memory of: Pokey Turtle Deluxe
From: James Marsden and Barbara Zimmer

In Memory of: Mercedes Quevedo
From: Donald Cordner and Jean Cavanaugh

In Memory of: Susan M. Romano
From: Ronald L. Gelineau

In Memory of: Dolores and Harry Snyder
From: Cheryl Snyder

In Memory of: Chili Tapscott
From: David Tapscott and Gail Epstein

In Memory of: Christine Thormodsgard
From: Nancy Kirsch

In Memory of: Jane Trytten
From: Jennifer Gottschling

In Memory of: Marion Ward
From: Ann Stone

In Memory of: Gurdon Wattles
From: Jackson and Lea Angell
Martin and Charlotte Sornborger

In Memory of: Richard Yund
From: Virginia Folick
Warren and Debbie Prell

€ AUDUBON SOCIETY OF RHODE ISLAND

BACKYARD BiRDS OF RHODE iSLAND
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Celebration
or Special
Event?

Fall 2020 Communications Intern:
Camilla Ledezma

n the summer of 2020, Yale Univer-
Isity sophomore Camilla Ledezma

reached out to Audubon to inquire
about a communications internship. With
strong interpersonal skills, experience
with video and social media, and unlim-
ited enthusiasm, she became an important
member of our team this fall.

A Providence native, Camilla looks to
major in Environmental Studies and Psy-
chology at Yale. In her youth, Camilla
would frequently visit Audubon’s Nature
Center and Aquarium with family and
friends. Walking down the boardwalk to
the shore, she would revel in the serenity
of the landscape, wishing to learn more
about the nature around her. This curi-

Audubon Nature Center
and Aquarium

Located in historic Bristol, Rhode Island,
just 30 minutes from Providence, Newport,
and Fall River, the award-wining Audubon
Nature Center and Aquarium is one of
Rhode Island’s most unique meeting ven-
ues. With beautiful trails, award-winning
exhibits and aquarium, large meeting,
reception, and outdoor patio space, the
Nature Center provides a setting that will
captivate guests.

Ideal for weddings, showers, or the site of
your next business meeting or off-site re-
treat.

For availability and reservations, visit asri.org and click
on services or contact Anne DiMonti at (401) 949-5454

x3116 or adimonti@asri.org.

Rhode Island Birding Trails | BI RHODE 15LAND

: RDING TRAIL
Over 60 Places to Watch Birds | RAILS |
in the Ocean State

Published by the Audubon Society of Rhode Island

Three separate trails: Northern Rhode Island,
Southern Rhode Island and East Bay and
the Islands « All locations easily accessible

Find out where the birders ... bird!

Order Now $14.95

Order your copy at ribirdingtrails.com
or purchase at the Audubon Nature Shop in Bristol.

Wildlife Cam - Images from the Audubon Refuges

the Audubon Lathrop Wildlife Refuge in Westerly. Audubon has

These photos of whitetail bucks were captured in October 2020 at

unobtrusive wildlife cameras on wildlife refuges across the state.
Located well off the trails in remote locations, they are used to monitor
wildlife and any activity on the properties. It is always fun to see what
creatures are out and about on the Audubon Wildlife Refuges.

osity, cultivated during those visits, has
inspired her to study the environment —
specifically, interactions between people and the natural world.

Camilla offered fresh perspectives and insight this fall, especially regard-
ing environmental justice issues. Her experience with online communica-
tions and social media were put to good use as the Annual Meeting turned
virtual and Audubon’s new strategic plan was introduced. Audubon thanks
Camilla for her passion, curiosity, and creativity. She was a welcome addi-
tion to the communications team as we faced so many challenges in 2020,
and we look forward to staying connected with her as she pursues an envi-
ronmental career.
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TWICE THE FUN

NEW! Check out the —BECAUSE —

WE KNOW YOU ofase

Animals in Winter activities! BIRD WATCHING

£
SESAME STREET

Rhode Island PES Q) Learn @

7am WEEKDAYS 10am WEEKDAYS

digital 36.1 digital 36.2
RI cable 08 Cox 808/Verizon 478

Y & Learning

tions! Visit Audubon at Home, our online site that encourages nature discovery in

your backyard. Audubon educators have developed over 20 nature themes, each con-
taining natural history and science projects, educational games, videos, animal interviews, LET’S GET SOCIAL!
crafts and more!

Perfect for homeschoolers, virtual classrooms, science projects and outdoor explora- RIPBS.ORG

o facebook.com/audubonRI

Visit asri.org and click on “learn” and “Audubon at Home.” © twitter.com/R*udubon
@ instagram.com/Rlaudubon

W.eldcl;fqn Help YOUR COMPLETE
ildlife... ) GUIDE TO THE

AUDUBON TRAILS!

=\

When
You

Help Us.

Help our Membership Grow!
Audubon Society of Rhode Island

Audubon
Raptor Care

Donate Today:
asri.org/raptorcare

All members receive free admission to the Audubon
S Nature Center & Aquarium and discounts at the
/’;-' Nature Shop. Membership also includes reduced fees
£ for programs, rentals, birthday parties and more!

-
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2020 Donors and Supporters

Contributors to the Audubon Society of Rhode Island provide vital funding to the organization’s operations.
We ate pleased to acknowledge the following for their support.

The 1897 Society honors those donors who
annually give $1,000 or more.

Visionary ($10,000+)

Anonymous

Nathan and Mary Chace

Mary Ann P. Cofrin

Patricia Dwyer*

Terry Meyer ft¢

Edward Pitoniak and Kate Barber
Barbara Walsh and Earl Simson

Emily Westcott and Bill Carpenter <
Environment Council of Rhode Island
June Rockwell Levy Foundation
Restore America’s Estuaries

Sharpe Family Foundation

The Howard Bayne Fund

The Rhode Island Foundation

The Vivian J. Palmieri Charitable Trust

Conservator ($5,000+)

Anonymous

David Brierley

Ann-Christine Duhaime, M.D. and Stanley Pelli
Stanley and Florence Gairloch*
Samuel and Elizabeth Hallowell ¢
Elizabeth Hazard

A. Lloyd and Barbara Lagerquist*
Peter and Kay Lisle

Maria Masse

Kathleen Melbourne and Lisa Close
Butch and Marty Roberts

Janice F. Sieburth*

Andrew Thompson

Hugh Willoughby

Citizens Bank

CVS Health Charity Classic

H.T. Ewald Foundation

Parsons Kellogg

The Edwin S. Soforenko Foundation
The Kresge Foundation

Advocate ($2,500+)

David and Tina Caldwell

Nicholas and Julia Califano

Dickson and Emily Boenning

Michael and Susan Fox

David and Jean Golden

Donald Heitzmann "t

Karen Johnson-Nieuwendijk and
Timothy Nieuwendijk

Elizabeth A. Kilmartin "<

Drs. Lory Snady-McCoy and Charles McCoy

Gisela Meyn

Anne Pearson

Donna Rowland

Adoniram Sides and Kara Zanni

Timothy and Patricia Tuff

Michael Viveiros and Suzanne Dunk!

Haffenreffer Family Fund

The Daniel Rosenblatt Foundation

The Goldstone Fund Inc.

The Last Green Valley, Inc

UNFI

Leader ($1,000+)

Anonymous

Gregory Ahlijian

Eloise Angiola

Jeffrey Blease

Katherine Bradbury

Meredith and Kevin Brady
Donna Cameron-Gricus and Paul Gricus
Mary Clark

Charles and Eilish Clarkson
Mary E. Costello

Meg Curran

William DeAngelus

Leslie Deardorff

Joan and George Gardiner "t
David and Mary Gumbley "
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Jeffrey and Catherine Hall

Owen Heleen

Roberta Humble "<

Kathy and Pierre Irving

Kara and Dana Johnston

Simone Joyaux and Tom Ahern
George Kortyna <

Thomas Lisi

Glenn and Ellen MacNaught

Linda Mathewson

Karin McCormick

Deborah J. Mongeau

Elizabeth Paquette and Jacqueline Proulx "<
Robert and Jill Parker

Jan and Henry Rines

Sandra Saunders and Fred Griffith
Barbara Seith

Mary Sorrentino and Richard Stahl
Paul and Patricia Stadnick

Linda Steere and Edward DiLuglio
Everett and Kristine Stuart "
Lawrence and Mary Louise Taft
Maija Lutz and Peter Tassia

William Reinert

Patricia and Rickey Thompson

Scott C. Tsagarakis "¢

David and Ellen Wagner

Cynthia Warren and Martin Bauermeister H-<
Shawen Williams and Andrew MacKeith
Margaret and Charles Williamson*
Frances Yates

Arthur Carr Fund

Ashaway Charitable Trust

Bluestone Foundation

Cox Communications

DBVW Architects

Exxon Mobile Corporation

Fidelity Foundation

GoodCoin Foundation

GPB Foundation

Louis D. Sorrentino Fund
O’Hanian-Szostak Family Foundation
Reynolds Charity Trust

The Lenehan Gift Fund

United Way of Rhode Island

Whole Foods Market Community Giving

Trailblazer ($500+)

Carol Barton

Frances and David Bergeron

Miriam and Robert Berkelhammer

Deborah Boedeker and Kurt Raaflaub

Raymond and Brenda Bolster "¢

James and Susan Bowers

Douglas and Wendy Brennen

Jamie Cardillo

April Carleton and Michael Rossi

Kevin and Mardee Carson

Velma Clinton

Donna Conroy

Stephanie de Abreu

Stanley G. Dimock

Louise Durfee

David and Angela Eickelmann

Robert and Ann Erdahl

Sarah Fogarty

Robert and Wendy Fournier "¢

Elizabeth and Joel Gates

Jonathan K. Gewirz

Pamela and Paul Goulet

Martina Graziano

Chris and Kate Greenman

Jackie Grennon-Brooks

Tracey Hewat

Barry and Kathleen Hittner

Sheryl and Tom Hoskins

Lorraine Joubert and George Loomis

David R. Katzen, M.D. and Barbara R. Binder

A. Max Kohlenberg, Esq. and
Rebecca Minard "t

Irving and Pauline Leven*

Gregory Lucier

William and Barbara Lusignan

Robert and Theresa Mathiesen

Jerry and Christina Mcintyre

Merrill and Margaret Moone
Patricia and Joseph Mundy

Kevin and Amy Orth

Lauren Parmelee

Suzanne and Peter Paton

Cynthia and James Patterson
Thomas and Katherine Perry*
Andrew Plante

Jacob Poirier

David Pollack

Kolby Purcell

Larry and Jane Ransom

Alan R. Rote

Leslie Samayoa

Amanda Shannon and John Kennedy
Henry Sharpe and Peggy Boyd-Sharpe
Mary Alice Smith H¢

Martin and Charlotte Sornborger "¢
Mary C. Speare

David and Lisa Spencer

Joyce Stevens and Norman Gauvin
Cornelia Thornburgh

Dorothy J. Thornley

Julia A. Tullis

James VanCleve and Claudia Strauss
Kimberly and Jeffrey Westcott
Amos Family Charitable Fund
ExxonMobile Refining & Supply
John and Evelyn Trevor Charitable Foundation
Swarovski Optik

Vista Team — Austin, TX

Wilcox Family Foundation

Trailblazer ($250+)

Anonymous

Steven Auerswald

Katrina Avery and Thomas Doeppner
Michelle Baker

Kathleen Bartels

Diane Bartlett

Charles and Sophia Bauer

Patricia Becker

Daniel Becker

Ellen Berren

John and Patricia Biasuzzi

Brenda and Harold Bibb

R. Keith Blackwell ¢

Mary Blasik

Catherine Boisseau

Lizabeth Bourret and Patricia Harris
Marla Brill

Elizabeth Brito

Thomas Bryson

Oliver Chappell

William and Claire Chatto
Christina Clayton and Stanley Kolber
Douglas and Janet Coates

Mrs. Gertrude M Coxe

Laurie Craig

Zachary and Emily Cunha

Murray and Judith Danforth
Michelle Denault and Mark Palmer
Patricia Devereux

Anne DiMonti

Cheryl Domenici and Kelly Clardy
Erik Egge

Sandra and Richard Fahey

Kathie Florsheim

Hope and John Foley

Rupert and Susan Friday

Meghan Frost

Ronald L. Gelineau

Thomas Getz and Margaret FinnH<
Susan Glogovac and Earl Carlson
Sarah H. Godfrey

James and Michelle Goldberg

Lisa Gould and Kurt Voss

Leigha Green

Brian Gross

John Gwynne and Mikel Folcarelli
Mary B. Hall

John Halloran
John and Marlene Harrington 4
Arlene and Haywood Hartwell
Nancy and Douglas Hinman
Anne and Jonathan Hird

Doris Hlavsa

Stephen Holland

Gayle Gifford and Jonathan Howard
Walter and Eileen Jachna

Sandra L. Jacobi

Bob and Lisa Johnson

Margaret E. Kane

Eric and Esta Kawaoka

Barbara and James Kenney
Robert D. Kenney

Margaret Kerr and Robert Vanderslice
Keith and Susan Killingbeck

Ellen Kleinman

Robert and Connie Kok

Janet Koladay

Edith and Anthony Kubica
Jennifer Laurelli

Gayle and Chip Lawrence

Jane Linden and Betsy Grenier
Ronald Loeser and Doris Kirchner
Diane F. Lynch

Ken and Carol MacNaught

Ellen Mara

Susan Marcus

George Masnick and Reisa Kahn
Denis McCool and Jackie Savoie
Deron Murphy

Anne Murray and Eleanor Murray
Lindsay Neagle

Mary Neil

Timothy O'Connor

Helen O’'Malley

Peter O'Neill

Suzanne and Peter Oppenheimer
Donna O'Rourke

Anna M. Palmer ¢

Laurie Petrone

Thomas and Sondra Pitts

Isabella Porter and Edward Levine
Candy and Christopher Powell ¢
Albert and Karen Pytka

Mercedes Quevedo*

Thomas and Theil Ramsbey
Michael Regen

Melissa Ridolfi

Steve and Judy Ruscito "<
Geoffrey and Jacqueline Russom
Alesia Sadosky

Nancy Safer

James Sallinger

John and Gail Sampieri

Eli Schwartz and MacKenzie Brigham
George and Theresa Seidel

Jane Sharp and Charles Rardin
Sidney and Marjorie Sherman
Frances Shippee

Richard and Elizabeth Shorrock
Christine M. Skog

Robert and Sarah Smith

Deborah J. Smith

Joseph and Claire Soboda

James Spears and Alita Marks
Sheri St. Germain and John Winslet
John and Linda Stachelhaus
Betsy and Richard Staples
Anthony W. Stapleton

Margaret and Jennifer Stone-Gaines
Paul Sullivan and Gloria Dahl
Cynthia and Edward Szymanski
Alicia Taft

Jo-Ann and Matthew Therien
Roberto and Donna Tornatore
Maria Trager and David Archambault
Carol Trocki

Mark and Julie Van Noppen
Nancy and John Whitacre
Michael White and Jane Desforges
Richard and Mary Worrell
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Maura Zimmer

Bernard Zimmermann lll and Cheryl A. King
Michael Zucker

Amazon Smile

Pepsico Foundation

Walmart Foundation

$100+

Kristen Aber

Gary and Dianne Abuelo
Unnikrishnan and Medini Acarhady-Maloor
Judith Adams

Dean and Suzanne Albro
April Alix

Patricia Allard

Nancy Allen

Jody Alves

Cheryl Amodeo

Zane and Carole Anderson
Amanda Anderson

Laurie and Gayle Anderson
Ann Anderson

Anthony Anderson

Kristin Anderson

Tracy Andrews-Mellouise
Ann and Joseph Anesta
Jackson and Lea Angell
Mildred Anthony

Elizabeth and Eugene Antonell
Richard and Susanne Archambault
Anne D. Archibald

Chris and Alison Ashley
Carol and Alfred Ayala
Christine Bagley

Ann and Norman Baker
James H. Baker

Rebecca Ballou and Beth Schurman
Bill and Beth Barker

Sarah and Steven Barker
Allison and Charles Barrett
Neil and Cheryl Bartholomew
Carolyn and David Beal
Louise Beattie

Karen Beauchesne

Louis and Terry Belanger
John and Janice Benda

Abby Berkelhammer
Christine Bernardo

John and Gayle Berry

Daniel E. Blackford

Elizabeth Bland

Matthew and Marcella Blank
Jill and Brad Blanknehorn
Frances Bodell

Joel Boodon

Patricia J. Boyle

Carol Brabant "¢

Karen Bradbury

Alan and Janice Branco
Sherri and Thomas Briggs
Dave and Heidi Briggsler
Heather Brightman and Linda Brightman
Susan Brouillette

Ray Brown

Mary and Don Brown

Linda Bruscato

Robert and Ellen Bushnell
Loren Byrne and Kim Seymour
Linda Calcagno-Melchione
David and E. Ann Caldwell
Rita and Robert Campanella
Tony Caparelli

Joseph and Theresa Capelo
Michael and Mary Cardin
Peter and Carrie Cardoso
Kathleen Carey

Paulette Caron-Andreas
Heather Carosi

David Carrington

Virginia Carter

Marshal Case

Jeffrey Schreck and Nancy Cassidy
Tara Castro

David and Lorraine Casucci
Margaret Chace

Jeffrey Champlin

Virginia H. Chase

Melody Chen

Robert and Lisbeth Chew
Kevin Choquette
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Mark Church
Lisa Clark
Mary H. Clark
Rayona Clemens
Daten Cohen and Terri Spisso
Peter Regan and Janet Coit
John and Annette Coleman
Pam Coletta and Len Borges
Jeff Colgan
Ivan and Malinda Colon
Jo-Ann Conklin
Stephen and Teresa Conlon
Lavinia Connors
Ron and Rose Cook
Patricia Cook
Donald Cordner and Jean Cavanaugh
Dominique and Patrick Coulombe
Shaun Cournoyer
David and Jeanne Cox
Catherine Cressy and Mike Russo
Tim and Joy Csanadi
Paula Cuculo
Gary A. D'Amario
Robyn and Keith Daniel
Sandra and John Darling
John and Jane Dattoli
Jerry and Janie Dauterive
Christine Davey
Stephen Davis and Esther Entin
Amber Day
Nancy de Flon
Donna Deandrea
Judith DeBlois
Helen Deines
Robert Del Gizzi
Dana Delbonis and Amber Murzi
Penny Dennehy
Sonya and Jay Dent
Jackson and Nanci Despres
Diane E. Devine
Anthony DiBella and Marjorie Ball
Carol DiCarlo
Sheryl DiMase
Robert Dionne
Margaret A. Doll
Richard Donelly
Jeannine M. Dougherty
Robert and Judith Drew
Steven Dulude
Suzanne Dutilly
Karen Elkins
Stephen Elman and Joanne M. D’Alcomo
Nancy Emerson
Michael Emma
Bonnie England
Frederick Ensley
Carol Entin and Amelia Entin
Eleanor Erdman
Pat Fairchild and John Sessions
Gail Faletto
Joyce Fallon
Kelly and Neil Fandel
John Farley
Allan and Barbara Feldman
Wenley S. Ferguson
Kermit and Barbara Finstad
Martha Fish and Adrian Bonéy
Keith Fisher
Shirley Ann Flynn
Martha Fraenkel
Maria Franzen
Rachael and RJ Fried
Nancy and Greg Fritz
Patricia Fuller and Thomas Oakes
Lynda Gaines
Thomas Gallagher and Marilyn Scoville
Ronald and Linda Gardrel
Robert Garzillo
Bob and Veronique Gerber
Nannette Ghanatzian
Sharon Giacobbi
Elizabeth Gibbs and Eliot Raymond
Katherine Gibson
Richard and Mary Glenn
Dr. Stephen E. Glinick and

Dr. Elizabeth A. Welch
Francis and Susan Golet
Allison Goodley and Jim Erdosy
Joanne Gorman
Nancy Gormley
Karen Grant

Michael Green

Joan and Walter Greene

Steve and Judith Gregory
Loretta Grennon

Margery and Steve Grennon
Carolyn A. Griswold

Brian F. Groden, M.D.

Kurt and Lynda Gudmundson
Jeff and Holly Guimond
Nicholas Haber

Andrew Halsell

Judanne and Nasir Hamidzada
Stuart and Skylar Hamill
Michael and Peggy Hanney
Katrine Hansen and Michael Sandfort
Kathy and Ed Hardie

Jed Dixon and Helen T. Hardy
Gayle and Peter Hargreaves
Laura Harrington

Jamie Harrower

Edward and Wendy Harvey
Catherine Hawkes

Roland and Marguerite Hebert
Mark and Mary Heffner
Constance Hildesley

Mark Hilty and Maryanne Noris
Bente and Herb Hoegsberg
Deah Hofeldt

Deirdre Holland

Peter Amberg Hollmann
Jennifer Hollstein

Garry and Cathy Holmstrom
Alvin and Prima Hower

Susan and George Hradil
Elaine Huber "

Debra Hughes

John and Cynthia Hughes

Tom Humphreys and O'rya Hyde-Keller
Diane and Edward lannuccilli
Claudia and Len lannuccilli
Anne llacqua

Angela and Dante lonata
Amanda Izenstark

Patricia and Joe Jablonowski
Stacie and Chris Jackson

Elaine Jacques and Wanita Tull
Warren and Janet Jagger

Helen Jankoski

Michael Jenkinson and Anne Vanhaaren
Deborah Jennings

Mark and Deborah Jennings
Christine Jocelyn

AnnaFaith Jorgensen

Pamela Judge

Carol and Richard Jurczak
Walter and Donna Kaehler
Karen R. Kane

Kathleen Kelleher and Alexi Mangili
Yildizfer and Cagdas Kemaloglu-Altin
Daniel Kemp

Mary and Michael Kenfield
Barbara Kennedy and Thomas Palmer
Mary Louise Kennedy

Judy Kerr

Susan W. Kieronski

Clare Kirby and Jim Maxwell
Stewart Kiritz

Crawford and Pamela Kirkpatrick
Mary Kollar

Melissa Kollitides

Christopher and Dorothy Kracik
Joel and Cynthia Kramer

Dian Kriz

Linda and Harold Kushner
Peter and Margaret Lacouture
John and Alexandra LaForce
Ronald and Lorraine Laliberte
Marjorie Lamphear

Laura Landen "

Reynold and Marlene Larsen
Skipp and Christine Lass
Barbara Lataille

John and Cathy Lathrop
Deborah Laughlin

Douglas Learned

Michelle Legault and Carlo Jacavone
Douglas and Carol Leith
Kathleen Lejeune

Alicia and Michael Lenarcic
Louis and Virginia Leone

Ginny A. Leslie

Timothy Lewis

Ann and George Lewis
Suzanne Lewis and Gilberto Garcia
Keith and Katherine Lewis
Janice W. Libby

Deborah S. Linnell

Leah and Joe Loberti

David Logan and Jeanne Wine
Roy and Shirley Loiselle

Butch and Cynthia Lombardi
Judith Lombardi

Frederick Lorenzo

Julius P. Lundy Il

Catherine Lynn and John Puleo
Brian MacCracken

Heather MaclLeod and Bruce Ruttenberg
David and Diane Madsen
James and Elaine Magyar

Jed and Nicole Mahoney
Patrick and Marilyn Malone
Kathryn and Peter Mandel
Robert and Jan Mariani
Geoffrey and Loretta Marion
Timothy Marran

Christie Marshall

Ann Martelle

Sarah Martin

lan and Anita Mashiter

John Massey and Susan Bellaire
Mario and Andrea Mattia
Gretchen Maurer

Elinore McCance-Katz and Michael Katz
William R. McClintick

Christine McDermott
Stephanie McGann

Jane Mcllmail

Alan and Ann McKenzie
Richard and Claudia McNally
Michael McNamara

Pamela Mead

Beth Measley

Dave and Sonya Meysembourg
Peter and Wanda Michaelson
Susan Mignone

Thomas and Deborah Miller
Kara and David Milner

Michael and Sharon Monsour
Rosemary Moore and Josh Nesmith
Amy Moses

Mr. Peter Muir and Ms. Gayle Hargreaves
John and Lisa Mustard

Mary Muzerall

Greg Nemes

Jennie Newkirk and Kennon Miller
Herbert Nichelson

Alice and John Nichols

Nancy Nicholson

Wendy Norris

Simone Nunes-Duby and Anthony Nunes
Linda O'Brien

Vicki and Frank O'Byrne
Sharon Olson

Kayloni Olson

Hugh O'Neill

Frances O'Neill-Cunha

Maura O'Rourke

Laurie and Michael Ostrander
Janice and Larry Otoole

Linda Overton

Robert and Myra Page

Barbara L. Pagh

Adam Pallant and Elizabeth Toll
Erin Papa
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Martha A. Parks

Jill Parrett and Jim Rizzo

Catherine Partridge

Rachael Paull

Elizabeth Pavese

Kenneth Payne and Helen Drew
Raymond P. Payson

Jane and Donald Peach

Carolyn L. Pendegraph

Alejandra Peralta and Elizabeth Peralta
Elizabeth Pesce

Kathleen M. Phillips

Bruce Phillips and Judith Kaye
Cindy Pierce and Joshua Lamb
David and Amy Pierson

Bancroft and Mary Poor

Joan Prescott

Marsha Prindiville

Kirsten Prucha

Sarah Prud’homme

William and Marilyn Pryor

John and Janet Przygoda

Robert Pump

Larry Purcell

Judith Queen

Thomas Quinney

Donald and Denise Ramos

Tracy and Adam Ramos

MaryEllen Regan

Ernest Reid and William Drinkwater
Betty Lou and Bill Reid

John and Marianne Renza

Craig Resta

Mary Beth Reynolds

Elaine Rezendes

Evelyn Rhodes and Edward Long
Cathy Riccio

Barbara Rich and Roger Watson
Karen Richard

David and Jennifer Riedel

Maria Rix

Katherine and Luna Roberts

Hays and Linda Rockwell

Julia M. Rogers

Kathy Rohrman

Raymond and Lillian Rose

Caitlin Roseen

lan Ross

Mary Ruby and Jack Jordan

Ellen and John Ruggiano

John Ruggiero

Helen and Malcom Rutherford
Catherine Sabo "t

Ray and Bonnie Sabourin

Patricia Sanford

Elizabeth Sanguinetti

Neil Sarkar and Elizabeth Chen
Catherine Saunders

Cynthia Scheinberg and Eliahu Klein
Don Schim

James Lippincott and Catherine Schneider
William and Helen Scoones

John and Judith Scott

George and Alicia Seavey

Jesse Shapiro

Gardiner and Cynthia Shattuck
Alan and Wendy Sheridan

Deming and Jane Sherman

Barbara Sherman

Susan Sherwood-Nulman and Kenneth Nulman
Alan Shoer

M. Christine Sidler, DVM "¢

Mark Sigman and Susan Dey-Sigman
Rebecca A. Silliman

Michael Simoncelli and Deborah Ring
Edward Sneesby

Todd and Ondine Sniffin

Marsha and Grant Southard

Frank and Sandra Spadazzi

Sara Spangenberger

Michael Spencer and Katherine Almeida-Spencer
Franklin Sprafke and Caroline Miller-Sprafke
Linda Stanich and Douglas Stephens "t
Richard and Mary Staples

Norman Steadman

David and Jane Steele

A. Michael and Heather Steers
John and Linda Stevens

Casey Stevens

Ann Stone

Deborah Sullivan
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Andrew Sumberg

Marjorie Sundlun

Geoffrey Swaebe

Kristen Swanberg and Michael Rossi
Robert Swanson and Patti Smith
Peter Swaszek and N. Kim Wiegand
Susan and Edward Synan

Mary Beth Tabacco

Irma Tabellione

David Tapscott and Gail Epstein
Lewis and Hope Taylor

Aaron and Martha Teixeira

Hazel Temple and David Whelan
Robert and Nancy Thoresen

John C. Thresher

Lynn Thurston

Stephen J. Tierney

Peter Tirrell

Robert Torgerson

Darlene Towne <

Jennifer Trachtman-Rooks

Mike and Patty Trant

William Trimble

David Trussler

Joe Tucker and Jessaca Leinaweaver
Terry Tullis and Constance Worthington
Mark Turek

Bradford R. Turner

Dirk and Judy Tysmans

Kerry Tyson and Zachary King
Francis and Carmela Vaccaro
Deborah and Andries Van Dam
Heidi Vazquez

Deborah A. Venator

Robert and Jennifer Vergnani
Frederick and Loraine Vincent
Barbara Wade

Thomas and Linda Walden

Polly Walker

Darlene and Kerry Walsh

Robin and Newell Warde
Barbara and Randy Watts

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Waugh
Thompson and Joan Webb
Bettie J. Weber

llene Weismehl and Elie Bienenstock
Beth Weiss

Richard and Bernadine West
Barbara and Bob Westlake

The Whipple Family

Dorothy A. Wilkes

Jay Wilkinson

Edward and Rena Wing

Susan S. Wood

David and Ina Woolman

John Woolsey

Linda and John Woulfe

Alex Yontz

Gerald and Mary Young

Rick and Dotty Young

Greg and Sue Yund

Anthony and Dale Zampini

Brill Family Charitable Fund
Frank Zaino & Associates, Inc.
Georgia Stone Industries, Inc.
McAdams Charitable Foundation
Route 5 Auto Repairs, Inc.
Schneider Electric North America Foundation

* = Deceased
HLC = Hawkes's Legacy Circle

The Audubon Society of Rhode Island gratefully
acknowledges gifts of less than $100 from 1,760
supporters. Audubon depends on the generosity
and commitment of all its donors for the conserva-
tion and protection of Rhode Island’s environment.

Planning a
Celebration
or Special

Caratunk Barn

The big white barn at Caratunk provides the per-
fect rural setting for weddings, showers, family
reunions or meetings. Birthday parties for children
are also offered.

For availability and reservations regarding weddings and birthdays,
visit asri.org and click on ‘services.’ For all other rental queries,

contact Jon Scoones at jscoones@asri.org.

Darwin the Diamondback Terrapin

udubon has a busy new resident at the Nature Center

and Aquarium. Darwin, a male diamondback terrapin, is

approximately six years old and very fond of human inter-
action. He arrived this spring from the Wildlife Clinic of Rhode
Island, surrendered after several years as a pet. It is believed he
was originally taken from the wild, and could live for 40 years or
more with Audubon.

Diamondback Terrapins populations have been severely
impacted by the international pet trade and loss of habitat. Rhode
Island populations are carefully monitored. Their appearance
varies, no two turtles are exactly alike in coloration and pattern.
These terrapins are extremely strong swimmers with very large
and flat back feet, helping them move around in areas with tidal
changes and strong currents.

Darwin has started to greet visitors in program appearances and
is sure to become a popular ambassador for Audubon.
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We are a Community Committed to Science

hildren are full of questions about the world around
them. Why is the sky blue? What are clouds? Where
do the squirrels and chipmunks go when it snows?

Adults often try to answer these questions with facts
recalled from biology, chemistry and physics classes taken
long ago. In school, teachers strive to expand children’s
understanding of the world by teaching them how to care-
fully observe nature and how to test hypotheses with exper-
iments and measurements. But classroom experiments can
only take children so far, and inevitably we ask students
to use and understand information that they cannot test for
themselves.

I have been trained as a scientist and hold undergraduate
and graduate (MS) degrees in biology. I was taught about
the nature of scientific inquiry and how our knowledge
builds over time. Research papers get published that test
previous assumptions and push scientists’ shared under-
standing of the world around us. What was fact 10 years
ago might still be considered true today, but it might be
revised or discarded entirely as we collect new informa-
tion and advance our understanding. Almost every scien-
tific paper ends with the conclusion that more research is
needed to be fully confident that the results reported are
true.

I remember the solar system that I built in elementary
school from Styrofoam balls of varying sizes, ending
with Pluto at the end. Tiny Pluto that lacks the gravita-
tional power to guarantee full planet status, has since been
changed to ‘dwarf’ and taken off the official solar system
planetary roster.

Changing our minds about what category Pluto belongs
to is one type of scientific shift, but what happens when
changing scientific guidance has impacts that we experi-
ence in our daily lives? I never seriously questioned the
scientific basis for medical advice until I started my fam-
ily. Pregnant women make regular visits to a health care
provider where they are measured and weighed and given
strict instructions on what to eat, how much weight to gain,
when to exercise and when to stop exercising. While their
body is changing, women try to do the right things to ensure
a healthy baby. But over the course of my pregnancies, the
advice changed. Never drink coffee. It’s OK to drink some
coffee. Gain 40 pounds. Gain 20 pounds. Stop exercising.
It’s OK to exercise.

It became clear to me that the science, the medical facts,
were not as certain as I thought they would be. Medical
science is based on experience and how the population

Editorial by Meg Kerr, Senior Director of Policy

responds to various treatments.
The advice you receive when
you visit a doctor for any condi-
tion will be the best information
that is known at the time. But
each person is different, which
means that the standard set of
health recommendations may not |~
be a perfect fit for each unique
body, and recommendations will
probably change over time. £ & 3 o

‘Science’ can be a noun — it’s our existing evidence and
understanding about how the world around us works. But
science is also a verb — it’s the way that we actively pursue
and apply new information. Understanding and accepting
science requires faith in scientists, institutions of higher
learning, and the government. As we are currently battered
by both a pandemic and climate change, it’s not hard for
me to understand why many people are skeptical about vac-
cines or the need to quickly switch away from the burning
of fossil fuels. When the world seems unknowable, “alter-
nate facts” can make some feel more secure or provide
comfort.

“Together, we form a community that
supports facts and promotes the ad-
vance of science. We are in this quest
together, working from a shared desire
to understand more about the world
around us and the birds and animals
that share our planet.”

— Meg Kerr, Senior Director of Policy

In this context, Audubon’s job is to be an honest but
humble broker of facts and information. We build trust by
admitting that we are sometimes wrong, that today’s infor-
mation is based on our best understanding of the world. We
ask that you hold us accountable and correct us when we
make mistakes or should consider an issue in a different
light. We ask you to share your knowledge, your wonder-
ings, and your doubts. Together, we form a community that
supports facts and promotes the advance of science. We
are in this quest together, working from a shared desire to
understand more about the world around us and the birds
and animals that share our planet.
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Spot the Beetle, Stop the Beetle
Help prevent the spread of

Asian Longhorned Beetle. o
When hiking the trails, 4
look for signs of the beetle.

For more information /"
on how to detect this |
destructive invasive
insect, visit www.asri.org
and click on “conservation.”

Because of you,
the Osprey License Plate has
provided hundreds of
children with the opportunity to
learn about nature. Thank you.

Otrder at www.asti.org
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PARTY for lhe
PEREGRINES

JOIN US FOR A
VIRTUAL AUCTION
FOR THE BIRDS!
May 7, 2021

BID FOR A CHANCE TO WIN
UNIQUE NATURE EXPERIENCES
AND MORE!

* Banding of Peregrine Falcon Nestlings

* Private Raptor Photography Session
* Be a Raptor Handler for a Day
* Banding of Saw-whet Owls
* Celebrate with a
Raptor Birthday Party .

* Private Birding Walk e

¢ And much, much more!

Auction Catalog available May 3, 2021 for preview.
Watch our website for details.

VIRTUAL BIRDING
WITH AUDUBON

Join an online birding workshop!

Learn from the experts safely at home,

then take your new birding skills to the

next level by joining in-person Audubon
birding walk. See page 14 for details.

Register online through the events calendar at asri.org.
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Nature discovery,
science, hikes, live
animal visits, games,
crafts and...lots of

outdoor fun!

..It's What Summer Camp Should Be!

See page 9 for the 2021 Summer Camp Schedule.

For more camp information and to register, visit: audubonsummercamp.com

HAWKS & HOOTS

May 15, 2021

Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium,
Bristol, RI

Get up-close to hawks and owls in small-group statxons, safely d1stanced, roughou}qthe
grounds of the Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium. Talk with Audubon educators who
care for these birds, learn about their amazing adaptations, and discover the habitats they

call home. Advance registration is required; tickets will not be sold at the door.

For details and to register, visit the events calendar at www.asri.org.



