
The RI Osprey Monitoring Program is Back! 

Did you know? 

Ospreys can become com-

pletely submerged when 

diving for fish and still be 

able to fly away with their 

prey. 

Ospreys have an opposable 

toe that can point forward to 

perch and backward to 

grasp fish. 

Young osprey have reddish-

orange eyes. Adults have 

bright yellow eyes. 

The osprey is the only bird 

of prey  that eats live fish 

exclusively. 
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Audubon Society of RI is proud to bring back the RI Osprey Monitoring 
Program! Initiated in 1977 by Rhode Island Department of 
Environmental Management (RIDEM), the project was established to monitor 

the state’s osprey population as it recovered 
from the effects of DDT. Staff biologists and 
volunteers observed all known nests in Rhode 
Island and recorded how many chicks fledged 
each year. Over the years the osprey 
population steadily increased. In 2010, with 
cooperation from RIDEM, the Audubon Society 
of Rhode Island took over management of the 
program and has successfully completed its 
first year of monitoring. 

What we accomplished in 2010 

Google Maps: One of our first projects was to create a Google map of all the 
known osprey nests in the state using data from the RIDEM ArcView map. Nests 
with a monitor were indicated with green markers, nests that still needed to be 
claimed were marked in red, and directions to the nest were included where 
available. In this way, new volunteers were easily able to see which nests were 
available and where they were located.  

(Continued on page 2) 

Young osprey feeding at Freebody 

Park in Newport.  © 2010 Jack Kelly. 
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Audubon Society of RI installed a new osprey 
platform in its Ocean Drive Marsh conservation 
refuge, located on Hazard Road in Newport. 
Protected by Audubon since 1967, Ocean Drive 
Marsh is 10 acres of salt marsh and open water 
along the southwestern Newport coast. The 
platform is a tripod design, which will be more 
stable than a single post on soft marsh soils.  
Audubon will be watching closely to see if this 
platform is adopted by an osprey pair in 2011! 

New Hazard Marsh Platform 

New platform awaits osprey in 

Hazard Marsh.  

© 2010  Scott Ruhren 
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Confirming nest sites: The osprey database provided by RIDEM contained every nest site observed 
since 1977. Site visits by volunteers enabled us to confirm which sites had the potential to host 
ospreys and which were no longer viable. This will reduce the work 
load for next year. 
 
Improving map accuracy and adding new nests: Where there were 
errors or inaccuracies in the original osprey map, volunteers were 
able to suggest changes. In some cases, key volunteers were 
added as Google map editors so they could make changes and 
additions from home based on their observations. A special thanks 
goes out to Butch Lombardi and Steve Reinert, who helped to 
clarify the locations of the many osprey nests in the Palmer River 
area—and added a few more! 
 
Monitoring the nests: Over the season, 168 potential nests sites were watched, with 171 fledged 
young observed. This is the most fledged young recorded in the history of the program.  See complete 
results on page 4. 
 
Audubon looks forward to continuing this valuable project. We are grateful to Rhode Island Fish & 

Wildlife for their support and assistance, and to the 60 volunteers whose monitoring efforts made it 

possible!  

(Continued from page 1) 

RI Osprey Monitoring 

We got a lot accomplished this year, but we already have plans for improving the program next year! 
Here’s a look at some of what we are planning: 
 

Mapping. Now that we’ve improved the accuracy of our nest points (and added new points) in 
Google Maps, we need to update our map in ArcView. While Google Maps are easily shareable, 
ArcView enables us to join nest points to nesting success data and create maps that display our 
results. Audubon is currently seeking a volunteer or intern to assist with this project. Please 
contact July Lewis at 401-949-5454 x3044 or jlewis@asri.org if you are interested! 

Electronic Data Submission. Online data submission is being developed for the program, which 
will be easier and more efficient than paper records. Simply click on a link in an email, fill out an 
observation form, and hit send! The results will be automatically entered into a spreadsheet. 
Paper forms will also be available for those who prefer them. 

What’s Next? 

Napatree Point Ospreys.   

© 2010 Janice Sassi 
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In 1978, the future looked grim for ospreys. DDT, a pesticide that accumulates in animal tissues and 
causes thin eggshells in birds of prey, had taken a major toll on the population of this fish-eating bird. 
Although by this time DDT had been banned (in part due to the efforts of the Audubon Society of 
Rhode Island and other conservation organizations), but it was still present in the environment. 
Would the ospreys be able to recover? The RI Osprey Monitoring program was begun to find out. 
More than 30 years later, we can say that the answer is yes! The population has steadily increased 
and now appears to be healthy and thriving.  

RI Osprey Population: A Look Back 
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Osprey in flight.  © 2010 Jack Kelly 
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Order an Osprey License Plate and Support  

Environmental Conservation through Education 

Plate Fee is $41.50* 
*$21.50 pays for the production of the plates and $20 supports the environmental education 

programs of Audubon Society of Rhode Island and Save The Bay. 

Note: A $10 fee will be added upon renewal of your registration to support environmental education. 

 Visit www.asri.org and click on the Osprey plate for your form to order an Osprey plate. 

http://www.asri.org/


The Audubon Society of Rhode Island was founded in 1897. Today, with 17,000 

members and supporters, the Audubon Society of Rhode Island is dedicated to 

education, land conservation and advocacy. Audubon independently protects or 

owns almost 9,500 acres of woodlands and coastal property embracing diverse 

natural habitats. More than 33,000 students from area schools participate 

annually in our educational programs. A voice in statewide ecological issues, the 

Society actively fulfills its environmental stewardship through preservation and 

protection of Rhode Island's natural heritage. 

 

Audubon is a donor-supported organization. Everything we do is made possible 

by the generosity of donors like you. If you value programs such as osprey 

monitoring, the conservation of wildlife habitat, good environmental policy, and 

school programs that teach kids about the amazing natural world around them, 

then please join us and become a member today.  

12 Sanderson Rd. 
Smithfield, RI 02917 

 
www.asri.org 

AUDUBON  SOCIETY  
OF  RHODE  ISLAND  

Phone: 401-949-5454 
 

E-mail: julylewis@asri.org 

Connecting People with 
Nature 

 Yes! I want to support the Audubon Society of Rhode Island’s mission of protecting the state’s natural resources. 

Become a member today!  
1.) Join By Mail: Fill out the form below and mail it to Audubon Society of Rhode Island, 12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI 02917. 

2.) Join Online: Visit www.asri.org/join/member.html to read more about membership benefits. Click “Join us!” for the secure web link. 

Standard Benefits for all membership categories 

Free admission to the Environmental Education Center (EEC) 

Exclusive members-only events and product sales 

Free access to 13 ASRI Wildlife Refuges 

Monthly member email updates 

Discounts on facility rentals 

Discounts at our Nature Gift Shops 

Access to Audubon's Library for books, tapes and videos 

New Member Package including map of ASRI refuges 

Invitations to special events 

Discounted program, lecture and workshop fees 

Discounts on Summer Camp and Birthday Parties 

Year subscription to Report, our bi-monthly newsletter 

Access to Voice of Audubon; wildlife telephone alert 

Name(s): __________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________________________  State: ________ Zip: ______________ 

Phone: (______) _______ - ___________   Email: ___________________________________________ 

 Yes! Sign me up for eWing - an e-newsletter of Audubon events and news. 

Please make checks payable to Audubon Society of Rhode Island, 12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI 02917  (401) 949-5454  www.asri.org 

  Individual   $35    Family Plus   $55    Defender   $100    Conservator   $500 

  Family   $45     Steward   $75    Advocate   $250    Benefactor   $1,000 

* contributions and dues in excess of $3.00 are deductible for tax purposes as permitted by law and are eligible for corporate and matching gifts. 

https://www.asri.org/join/member.html

