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Building Environmental Citizenship

Audubon’s mission is to protect birds, other wildlife and their habitats through conservation, education and
advocacy. Our three branches are intertwined and must work closely together for us to meet our goals. This issue
of the Report dives specifically into our education mission and explains not only what we do and how we do our job,
but also why. We aim to develop Environmental Citizenship.

To take a paragraph from our strategic plan: The major outcome we are looking for from our programs is the
development of Environmental Citigenship, where people take action and make choices that promote environmental
health including the political and financial support necessary to achieve environmentally protective public policy and
strong environmental organizations.

We believe that people will protect what they value. And what people value most are those things that are important
to their personal wellbeing or that of their loved ones. Adults and children need memorable positive experiences with
the natural wotld along with the awareness, knowledge, skills, options and tools they need to take action. Through
our environmental education initiatives, Audubon provides opportunities for those experiences in nature and the
development of environmental citizenship.

To ensure environmentally protective public policy requires educated and supportive legislators and regulators, along
with the active presence, knowledge and persistent vigilance of watchdogs like Audubon and supporters like you.

Thanks again for your continued and steadfast support of this work.

Lawrence J. F Taft, Executive Director

Will Power

More people make charitable contributions while they are living than later through their wills. In fact, most people
never get around to making a will. According to a Gallup poll in 2016, 56% of Americans do not have a will.

What is there about a will that puts people off? Why do so many of us seem to lack the will to make a will? Well, for
one thing, it is inconvenient to find a good attorney, make an appointment, and go through the process of gathering
information and making decisions. It’s much easier to put it off.

Another reason to delay is the uneasiness many feel in having to contemplate their own death or the death of a spouse.
They plan to face these feelings later. Always later.

Still others lack a will because they consider it unimportant or irrelevant. They may believe they have too few assets
to bother with or may assume that everything will go automatically and equally to members of the family. They fail to
understand the benefits of a will, not only in settling their estates according to their wishes, but in making things easier
for the loved ones left behind.

Whatever the reason, making a will takes will power. It requires not only choice, but also action.

At Audubon, we know the difference a will can make. We have witnessed the peace of mind it provides, not only
for the individual, but also for their family members.
We have seen as well the good a bequest can do for
protecting birds and wildlife and the legacy it creates.
Indeed, Audubon depends on estate gifts to help us
serve future generations.

We would like to send you a complimentary will
information kit that includes helpful details about
making a will. It also contains material on basic estate
planning and ways you can use planned giving tech-
niques to benefit your charitable interests, as well as

yourself. -4\
The kit is available by emailing Jeff Hall, Senior L P Wag W

Director of Advancement at jhall@asti.org or by Jane Blount, long-time Audubon member and supporter passed away in

Cﬂﬂiﬂg 401-949-5454 x3017. Jeft is also available to 2016, leaving Audubon in her will. Her generons gift is now permanently

talk with you confidentially about your gift and estate  protecting nature in Rhode Island. From right: The late Jane Blount with

plans, and to assist you in finding a good attorney. Aundubon Donor Relations Manager Sharon Cresci.

Audubon Society of Rhode Island * www.asri.org



THEIR FIRST BRUSH WITH NATURE

Audubon Builds the Next Generation

On a chilly February morning in the brightly lit church hall adjacent
to St. Kevin’s School in Warwick, 30 second graders gathered
around Audubon environmental educator Lisa Maloney. They were
learning about the adaptations animals have developed to survive the
winter. Asking question after question to keep the children engaged,
Maloney elicited answers about how a beaver stays warm, how its tail
is used to communicate, and why the animals chew on tree branches,
among many others.

The children could not have been happier. With every question asked,
numerous students politely raised their hand to answer, and it was
obvious they were pleased with the diversion from their usual classroom
activities. When correct answers led to several children being selected to
“model” a faux beaver vest, tail, teeth and flippers, it was clear by their
smiles that the children were proud to stand before their classmates,
despite their outlandish attire.

And yet the activities were just getting started in Audubon’s Animal
Adaptations program. After dividing into groups, Maloney guided the
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of Conservationists

By Todd McLeish

students through activities at four education stations, where they matched
photos of animals with the food they eat, manipulated a turtle shell,
deer antler, racoon pelt and beaver skull, and discovered the seasonal
activities each animal undertakes. While the noise level in the room rose
precipitously during this part of the program, the students’ enthusiasm
did, too. And it continued as they played a board game to learn whether
particular animals “stay, sleep or go away” during the winter.

The highlight of the morning came when Maloney introduced the
children to Autumn, a four-foot long corn snake, which immediately
brought the students to rapt attention. Again, Maloney discussed how
the animal’s physical attributes — like scales, coloration and tongue — help
it survive in the environment. And then she encouraged each student to
touch Autumn’s scales. “What does she feel like?” asked Maloney. “Is
she wet? Slimy? Dry? What colors do you see on her scales?”

It was cleatly the most exciting moment of the children’s day, and a
lesson they would not soon forget.

Please turn to page 4
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Audubon’s Inflatable Whale program educates students on whale biology, anatomy and adaptations.

Their First Brush With Nature continued from page 3

Environmental education has been part of the
Audubon Society of Rhode Island’s mission since
its earliest days. And it didn’t take long for the
Society to realize how critical it is to focus much
of its education efforts on children.

Audubon educators are often the first to intro-
duce Rhode Island children to the wonders of
the natural world. From L’il Peeps and summer
camps to urban middle school programs and
developing schoolyard habitats, Audubon is a
leader in environmental education. Considerable
time is spent dispelling fears and encouraging a
love of science and nature among those who pre-
viously had little exposure to it.

Lauren Parmelee is the ideal leader for this
effort. Audubon’s senior director of education,
she said that she began her love affair with nature
while still a toddler.

“Your brain is so malleable when you’re young,
so if you spend time outside observing nature, it’s
easy to get hooked. It becomes a part of who you
are,” she said. “That’s why it’s so important for us
to get young children outside and to encourage
their caretakers to take them outside, too.

“But it’s not enough to introduce nature to kids
just once; you have to nurture curiosity as they
grow. And to do that, we have to build relation-
ships with school systems.”

Audubon’s educational offerings have grown
to be quite extensive. School programs now
include hands-on science lessons for all ages in
the classroom, at Audubon wildlife refuges, and
in the Environmental Education Center in Bris-
tol. Many programs focus on animal adaptations,
senses, habitats and ecosystems, and all align with
Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS are
K-12 science content standards that set educa-
tional expectations for students. The NGSS were
developed by states, including RI, to improve
science education for all students.) Also offered
are special programs on maple sugaring, geology

4

and biodiversity. Interactions with live animals —
from hawks and owls to snakes and turtles — are
especially popular, as is a program that uses a
life-sized inflatable whale to teach about mammal
anatomy and adaptations. Outdoor field explora-
tions at Audubon refuges introduce life in fields,
forests, wetlands, ponds and coastal regions.

Students head to the outdoor classroom in Bristol to study life
in the Wetlands.

After-school and summer science enrichment
programs are offered in a variety of formats,
including weekly series, one-time visits and field
trips, and cover many of the same topics as the
classroom programs. Audubon Explorers tar-
gets the elementary grades with environmental
investigations of the schoolyard, visits with live
animals, and nature games, while Urban Natural-
ists introduces middle schoolers to wild plants
and animals in their neighborhoods, plus visits to
parks, hikes and hands-on experiments.

The reaction from students and teachers alike
is always overwhelmingly positive. Cindi Rapoza,
who runs the Little Peeps Montessori School
in Little Compton, for example, has scheduled
monthly visits from Audubon — including a live
animal — for several years. She said that nature
is a core part of her curriculum, and Audubon
programs provide unique opportunities for her
students to get close-up contact and education
about native wildlife.

Please turn to page 8

READY, SET, GO!

In this day and age when video games and
computer screens have taken the place of
outdoor play, Audubon educators encourage
families to get outside and unplug. You don’t
need to be a biologist to have fun in nature,
just some curiosity and a sense of adventure.
Throughout this issue we have listed some
ideas for family explorations. So gather up
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GO OUTSIDE! *
FAMILY FUN ON HIKES

Hikes with children can take place in a park,
on an Audubon wildlife refuge, or even in
your backyard. Kids move at a different pace
and are lower to the ground — giving them a
unique perspective. You may find their sense
of wonder is quite contagious. Here are
some fun activities to try on hikes.

“1 SPY”

This is a fun game where someone starts by
saying “I spy with my little eye...” then giv-
ing a brief description of something they
see. Everyone else tries to guess what it is.

SCAVENGER HUNTS

There are a variety of scavenger hunts you
can make up on your hike, like looking for
different colors, shapes, textures or specific
items. Simply ask children to find a natural
item that fits the description you have given.

NATURE RUBBINGS

Take along some crayons and paper to cap-
ture different textures you find. Place the
paper over the item, like a leaf or J
bark, and rub with the crayon. Collect
rubbings and you will have a visual

story of your hike.

JOURNALING & SKETCHING
This a great way to engage older children
and those more artistically inclined. Bring a
notebook, a pencil and your creative spirit.

Audubon Society of Rhode Island * wwmw.asri.org



Audubon Roots Run Deep in Environmental Education

Since it’s founding in 1897, Audubon has seen tremendous dedication from a large number of educators. Three of the most
celebrated are listed below. Their insight, dedication and persistence built the platform that supports environmental education today,

not only at Audubon, but throughout Rhode Island.

Elizabeth Dickens

A shining moment in Audubon’s formative years occurred in
1914 when leaders decided to hire Elizabeth Dickens to teach bird
study on Block Island. She would
become a legend in Rhode Island for
a detailed record of 52 years of bird
observation. It is still considered one
of the wotld’s best and longest dia-
ries of bird observances from one
location.

Her records have been invaluable
to the world of ornithology, but
she also is fondly remembered for
imparting a love of nature to hundreds of local children over the
years, as she enthusiastically taught programs in schools for decades.

Roland Clement

Biologist, author, and artist, Roland Clement was the first execu-
tive director of the Audubon Society of Rhode Island and was at
the helm of the organization from 1950 to 1958, during a transi-
tional period for both Audubon and the environmental movement.

reach a larger audience. Clement hired Al Hawkes, a biology teacher
and naturalist at Rhode Island College, to run Audubon’s education
program. Together, they moved Audu-
bon into the modern age.

Alfred Hawkes

Al Hawkes, executive director from
1958 to 1993, guided Audubon through
its most critical growth period to date.
Under his watch, Audubon became a strong voice for environmental
education, advocacy and land acquisition. He also made Audubon
headquarters in Providence, and then Smithfield, accessible destina-
tions for those with interests in birds and conservation.

Many strategic meetings for the increasing environmental concerns
of the 1960s were held at Audubon headquarters in Providence,
including the ban of DDT that caused the steep decline of Osprey
and other raptors. In the 1970s he established the Environment
Council of Rhode Island as National Wildlife Federation’s state affili-
ate. As a voice for enforcing Clean Water, Clean Air and other federal
legislation as well as the state’s own protective laws, the Environment
Council met at Audubon headquarters into the early 2000s.

Under Clement’s leadership, Audubon
developed into an environmental organiza-
tion concerned not just about birds and wild-
life, but also protecting their valuable habi-
tats. He was a strong advocate of involving
the public through lectures and field trips
and built relationships with the media to

Today

Audubon brings the same strong dedication to hands-on envi-
ronmental education today, and faces new and ever growing issues.
Educating the public on climate change, reaching urban youth,
encouraging families to unplug, and meeting demand with limited
staff and resources are ongoing challenges.

For Over A Century, Audubon Members Have Made Environmental Education A Priority

We depend on your support to continue our work of championing environmental literacy. Please use the attached envelope or visit
www.asti.org and donate today to support Audubon Environmental Education initiatives.

Excerpts taken from “A Century of Dedication” by Ken Weber

Audubon Educator Lisa Maloney

Honored as Environmental Educator of the Year

Rhode Island Environmental Education Association (RIEEA) recently named Audubon’s
Urban Education Coordinator Lisa Maloney as the Environmental Educator of the Year.
An inspired, enthusiastic educator and expert naturalist, Lisa has many years of experience
teaching all ages in a wide variety of settings including classrooms, after school programs,
city parks and Audubon wildlife refuges.

In addition to her teaching responsibilities, Lisa’s work extends to RIEEA projects
and events, GEMS-Net trainings, collaborations with US Fish and Wildlife’s Schoolyard
Habitat projects, and work in urban education partnerships.

Report © Volume 52 * No. 1 © Winter 2018 5



We Are a Forest, Not a Tree

The Audubon team collaborates with many partners across the state to provide environmental
education to as many children, schools and teachers as possible. In an era where budgets are
extremely limited and the need is ever expanding, we simply could not achieve our goals alone.
Audubon would like to acknowledge the following groups that will be key partners in 2018.

Rhode Island Environmental Education Association (RIEEA)

RIEEA is a collaborative effort to promote high quality environmental education throughout
the state to increase environmental literacy of all children and adults. Audubon educators
have been actively involved in RIEEA for decades.

U.S. Fish & Wildlife “Schoolyard Habitats Project” (USFW)

USFW is helping schools create wildlife habitat and outdoor classrooms. As a project partner,
Audubon is developing an outdoor science curriculum guide and facilitating professional
development for the teachers involved.

Providence Parks Urban Wildlife Refuge Partnership

* Through U.S. Fish and Wildlife’s Urban Bird Treaty Program, Audubon educators will be
leading monthly bird walks in parks and neighborhoods around Providence from 2018
through 2019.

* This coming summer, Audubon educators will be facilitating four weeks of summer day
camp at Roger Williams Park Botanical Center.

URD’s Guiding Education in Math and Science Network (GEMS-Net)

This high quality initiative includes science kits and professional development workshops
for 13 school districts. Audubon staff provide environmental expertise at a number of the
workshops.

After School & Summer Enrichment
Audubon has worked in a number of school districts over the years to provide afterschool
and/or summer science enrichment, but these two partners ate our longest collaborations:

Providence After School Alliance (PASA) “Urban Naturalists”

* A critical after school program for Providence youth, Audubon educators take middle
school students outside to explore nature in schoolyards, city parks and Audubon refuges.

Connecting Children & Families “Audubon Explorers”

* After school and summer science enrichment programs for Woonsocket elementary
and middle school students in which children head outside to explore nature in their
schoolyards and neighborhoods.

GO OUTSIDE!
GARDENING FOR WILDLIFE

Transform a section of your yard into
. . o o 0 o,
a wildlife habitat that provides children 258 %632

with a sense of ownership and gives 3% 3
back to nature. Your garden may attract 6:@'; &

butterflies, songbirds, frogs and other
wildlife. The National Wildlife Federation
has a guide to get you started. Just visit www.
nwf.org/ Garden-for-Wildlife.

BRING ALONG
TOOLS OF THE TRADE
FOR YOUNG NATURALISTS

A few simple low cost items can enhance
your child’s discoveries by leaps and bounds.
They make wonderful birthday or holiday
gifts and can be purchased at the Audubon
Nature Shop in Bristol.

BINOCULARS -~
A pair of binoculars will bring all those
far away birds up close.

MAGNIFYING LENS

These are great to see insects up

close ot the texture of a leaf. e

BUG BOXES k!

These or other containers can hold insects
safely while you get a closer look. Teach chil-
dren to observe and then release any bugs

they find. F -
NETS

There are field nets and pond or water nets.
Each helps you explore different habitats.

FIELD GUIDES

An overall field guide like National Audu-
bon’s Guide to New England is a good place
to start. It is simple to follow and has com-
mon birds, plants, mammals and insects.

!

Audubon Society of Rhode Island * www.asri.org
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Although this is perhaps his best

vocalization, he will also make an
occasional owl hoot and dog bark.

H'FACTS

When it comes to intelligent animals, the Raven is right up there. From playing in the snow to imitating
the Barred Owl who lives next door, Audubon's Zachariah is constantly surprising and inspiring his caretakers.

We thought it would be fun to share some quick Zach facts with you.

LOBSTER & MICE

What do they have in common?
They are Zach's favorite foods.

6.5 YEARS

Zachariah's age.
He could live to age 40 or more.

2.4 POUNDS

The amount of protein Zach eats
each month. Ravens enjoy
selections of mice, fish, chicken,
lobster, shrimp, and ground beef.
A typical New Englander,
his favorite is lobster.

STEAMED OR BOILED?

He is very clear that he prefers
his veggies cooked, not raw.

HIDE & SEEK

A favorite pastime. Zachariah will
often hide his food to save it for
later consumption and enjoys
searching for treats that Audubon
staff hide in his aviary.

3 POUNDS

Zach's weight.

EASTERN BLUE JAYS,
AMERICAN CROWS,
& FISH CROWS

These are some of Zachariah's
relatives. They all belong to the
Corvidae family of songbirds that
are recognized as among the most
intelligent birds in the world due
to their ability to use tools, solve
problems, and work together.

CAROLE KING

Easily Zach's favorite musician.
Carole King songs calm him, and
he tends to prefer female vocalists.

12 POUNDS

The amount of produce that Zach
eats each month.

CITRUS

Least favorite fruit. In fact, Zachariah

will remove citrus offerings from his
bowl and toss them on the ground.
We learned that preference quickly.

Audubon can use your help to feed and care for this amazing bird.

Visit www.asri.org and click on the Audubon Ambassadors box to sponsor Zach today.

Report © Volume 52 * No. 1 © Winter 2018
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Audubon educators bring summer camp to Neutaconkanut Park in Providence.

Their First Brush With Nature continued from page 4

“The children look forward to their friends
from Audubon visiting,” she said. “Young chil-
dren often care about the well-being of all animals
and insects. Since the animals Audubon brings
into the classroom are usually rehabilitated and
were once injured, the Audubon staff are heroes
in the eyes of our children because they care for
hurt animals.”

Renee MacDougall agrees. A second grade
teacher at Rockwell Elementary School in Bristol,
she has scheduled at least five different Audubon
education programs in recent years, and they all
complement and enrich the school’s science cut-
riculum by allowing students to participate in
meaningful hands-on experiences.

“The lessons spark excitement in our students
as they provide experiences above and beyond
what typical lessons can provide in a traditional
school setting,” she said. “The students are also
fascinated by the live animals that Audubon
exposes them to.”

The positive student reactions don’t dissipate at
the end of the program either. “My feedback from
families is that children come home eager to share
their knowledge and bird watching experiences
with their families,” said Wakefield Elementary
School kindergarten teacher Cindy Hagerty.

The teachers are also inspired by the programs,
and with the help of Audubon’s educators, they
will often follow-up with additional nature-
oriented lessons in the ensuing days and weeks.
Rapoza, for instance, invites her students to dis-
sect owl pellets after the visit from Audubon’s
Barred Owl.

Parmelee said that is an important goal of Audu-
bon’s education programs — getting teachers adept
at bringing children outdoors so they will continue
to do so after the Audubon visit concludes. For
years Audubon has offered professional devel-
opment workshops for teachers to help them
become more comfortable teaching science, espe-
cially outside the classroom. But as school sys-
tems change and curriculum requirements evolve,

Audubon has revised its approach to working with
educators. Audubon often now works with teach-
ers onsite, serving as a role model in encouraging
schoolyard science.

“It’s so important to take kids outside,” Par-
melee said. “We serve as a model for teachers and
caretakers, to show them how children become
curious and engaged when they are in nature. The
key is to give the adults some tools and the confi-
dence to encourage outdoor science investigations
and to expand on what we do.”

Lisa Maloney has been on the frontlines of
environmental education for 25 years, the last 11
at Audubon. She grew up in the outdoors, explor-
ing the woods, and loved making up stories about
the animals that live there.

“That experience is what I hope I provide to
the students I work with. That’s what fuels me,”
she said. “Teachers have a lot of tools at their dis-
posal, but they’re so busy that getting kids outside
is often difficult.”

“So we try to connect with teachers to show
them how to use their schoolyard as a field trip.
With school budgets so tight, it’s difficult — espe-
cially for urban districts — to find money to travel.
We try to meet kids in their own communities
and get them outside to have an experience with
nature right there.”

Maloney is especially enthusiastic when she
leads the programs for preschoolers, which often
includes nature stories, a live animal, and various
activities.

“At that age, their eyes are opening to the won-
der of the world around them, so it’s a perfect time
to be out in nature with them,” she said. “Their
observations are amazing — and hilarious. They’re
like little scientists. It’s my favorite age group.”

Children aren’t the only audience for Audubon
environmental education programs, however.
The Society offers numerous programs for adult
audiences as well, from lectures and birdwatch-
ing field trips to advanced birding classes and art

projects of many varieties.
Please turn to page 16

ERING ALONG
YOUR SENSES

<»
. . 400
As you explore outdoors with children, ) e
slow down a bit and use your senses. E’gﬁ ,,.\'
- 5 B a -
It’s amazing what you will discover. o Dy
L
%’

HEARING

Close your eyes and focus on sounds
around you. How many different sounds
can you hear? Where are they coming
from? Try cupping your hands behind
your ears. This helps direct the sound to
your ears a little better. Can you can pinpoint
the exact location of a sound like a fox,
rabbit, or deer would?

SIGHT

We use our eyes all the time, but do we
really see everything? Look under logs,

up in trees, under bushes, in the grass,
and under leaves. By changing your view-
point you just might discover something you
never knew was there. Animals are masters
of camouflage so it takes an observant eye
to find them.

SMELL

Ah the smell of spring flowers, cut grass,
ocean air, the musk of a skunk (all smells

are not be pleasant ones.) The idea is to
use your sense of smell as you explore.
Some plants that have a strong scent include
birch trees, wild chives, mint, spice bush,
and even skunk cabbage. Simply crush a leaf
to release the fragrance.

TOUCH

Many museums don’t let you touch, but
nature encourages it. Explore different
textures — soft, spiky, rough, smooth,
squishy, and so on. Get to know trees
by feeling their bark. Find a plant that is as
soft as a fleece blanket. Remember to watch
out for pesky plants like poison ivy or others

that may be sharp to the touch.

TASTE

Unless you are an expert, this sense is
best saved for your snack.

Audubon Society of Rhode Island * wwmw.asri.org
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2017 PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS

Congratulations to the following photographers whose images were selected as the winning photographs

Audubon is grateful for the photographers who submitted We would like to thank the following photo contest judges:
such a wide range of wonderful images. Bob Breidenbach, Kris Craig, Glenn Osmundson,
We received over 80 contest entries this year! all professional photographers at The Providence Journal.

2nd Place: PETER FISH 3rd Place: MATT WENDUS
Audubon Marsh Meadows Wildlife Refuge, Jamestown, RI Audubon Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge, Exeter, RI

HONORABLE MENTIONS:

LY -

Ist Place: KEVIN BERNARD
Audubon Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, Seekonk, MA

Kevin Bernard Kevin Bernard Jason Major

Under 18
Ist Place:
RYAN BOMES

Audubon Claire D.
McIntosh Wildlife Refuge,
Bristol, RI

| Under 18
. 2nd Place:
GEORGE KASS

Audubon Davis Memorial
Wildlife Refuge, North

Kingstown, RI

Heidi Piccerelli
Under 18
3rd Place: T =
SAMUEL o Visit www.asri.org for a closer look
BRUMBAUGH inni |
P Abeselom Zerit at these winning photos! )
McIntosh Wildlife Refuge, . .
Bristol, RI Keep a sharp eye out in May for details on the 2018 Photo Contest
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By Lauren Parmelee, Senior Director of Education

........................................................................................................................................

FAVORITE PIiCKS FOR CHILDREN’S NATYRE STORIES

Selected by Avdubon Educafors  Many of us have fond memories of curling up on a big couch next to our parents or grandparents
as they read cherished children’s books. And remember those favorite teachers who held up picture
books and read with extra enthusiasm? Most of us had favorites with worn covers and dog-eared
pages that we read over and over.

Children'’s literature can open young minds to diversity, emotions, relationships and far away places.
They can also lead to outdoor explorations and curiosity for the natural world. With years of working in
nature with youth of all ages, Audubon educators share some of their favorite children’s books.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Lisa Maloney Judy Doherty
Urban Edvcation Coordinator Edvcator
Who's Been Here? series by Lindsay Barrett George Bugliest Bug by Carol Diggory Shields
* In the Snow, Who's Been Here? (Pre-K - Grade 2)
* In the Woods, Who's Been Here? Children learn about insect and spider
{ . y: * Around the Pond, Who's Been Here? behaviors through a fun, rhyming story.
s i « In the Garden, Who's Been Here?
! h} t' € SHEWEJ (Pre-K - Grade 3) The Chickadee and the Whale cu:ﬁ:‘ﬁﬁ:ﬁ R
EE—@M* Readers follow along and look for clues, such as by Catherine E. Clark .
animal tracks and signs, to figure out who lives in (K - Grade 3)
different habitats through the seasons. A curious young chickadee wanders to the

ocean where he encounters new creatures.

Where Should Turtle Be? by Susan Ring

(K - Grade 3)

A hatchling sea turtle far from home tries to
find where he belongs and meets animals in
a variety of habitats along the way.

Tim Parker

Lead Visitor Services ¢ Sales Associate

My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George :
(Grades 3 - 7) ek
A classic story for older children of a boy who f
survives on his own in the mountains.

i/ SIDE

OF THE

MOUNTAIN

LLIE

Anne DiMonti Salamander Lavren Parmelee
Environmental Education Center Rﬂm“ Senior Director of Edvcation
Director

The Salamander Room by Anne Mazer
Owl Moon by Jane Yolen (Pre-K - Grade 2)

(Pre-K - Grade 3) Children learn that wildlife have homes
A wonderful tale of owls and nature explo- too, and creatures (like salamanders)

ration in the winter. — i i
EVERYBODY need to be left in the wild.
NEEDS A
- ROCK Everybody Needs a Rock by Byrd Baylor

(K - Grade 4)
A simple yet classic story of a young
girl and her search in nature for a
special rock.

The Blue Lobster by Robin Taylor-Chiarello
Big Al by Andrew Clements and Yoshi

e

* Rahin Trﬂr—ﬂ-ﬁltuﬂl =
e . (Pre-K - Grade 3)

Sea creatures teach tolerance and accep-

tance of those who are different from us.

y VRD BAYLOR wich pioures by FETER. FARMALL

10 Audubon Society of Rhode Island * wwmw.asri.org



AUDUBON NATURE TOURS & PROGRAMS

March — May 2018  For more information and to register, visit the events calendar at www.asri.org

Aot from the Eitor:

We hope to see you on the trails as the temperature e
reference for upcoming programs. Plea§e note that the Au uoor
will no longer be printed or mailed. Look{ng. to the futurfe, wte went
from our supporters wisely, as well as limit our use ot natu

our website for program information,

i for eWing,
Follow us on Facebook or sign up Wing
won't miss a program. To register for eWing, just go to our

of the page. Please feel free to contac

BIRDING WITH AUDUBON

FREE WEDNESDAY MORNING BIRD WALKS

Please visit Audubon’s website or Facebook page for the weekly location.
Every Wednesday through June 2018; 9:00-11:00 am.

OWL PROWL AT CARATUNK
Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, 301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA
March 1, 2018.; 7:00-9:00 pm.

AMERICAN WOODCOCKS

Join Audubon for an evening to observe the enchanting and exhuberant
mating flights of the American Woodcock
- Watching Woodcocks - Supper and Saunter
Departs from Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, 12 Sanderson Road,
Smithfield, RL April 6, 2018; 6:00-8:30 pm.
- Woodcocks and Wine
Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge, 99 Pardon Joslin Road, Exeter, RI
April 6, 2018; 6:30-8:30 pm.

BIRDING FOR BEGINNERS - SIX SESSIONS

Audubon Environmental Education Center, 1401 Hope Street, Bristol, RI
April 14, 21, 28, May 5, 12, 19, 2018; 9:00-11:00 am.

BIRDING, THE NEXT STEP PART IlI: TAKING FLIGHT
This six-week course is part two of a series, offering a deeper
exploration of everything bird. Audubon Environmental Education
Center, 1401 Hope Street, Bristol, RI; April 18, 25, May 2, 9, 2018;
6:30 pm-8:00 pm; Field trips will take place on April 28, May 12, 2018.

GREAT SWAMP WALK
Great Swamp, 296 Great Neck Road, South Kingstown, RI
April 28, 2018; 2:30-5:00 pm; Rain date April 29, 2018.

EAST BAY BIRDING FOR THE BEGINNER
Touisset Marsh Wildlife Refuge, Touisset Road, Warren, RI
May 3, 17, 31, 2018; 9:30 am-12:00 pm.

SPRING BIRDING VAN TRIP
Departs from Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge, 99 Pardon Joslin Road,
Exeter, RI; May 14, 2018; 8:15 am-4:00 pm.
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s warm! This four-page pullout section is a haqdy
dubon Nature Tours and Programs Guide
to ensure that we use contribution;
sources. We encourage you to visit

Audubon news, policy updates and more.

you will receive updates and
website and enter your email at the bottom
t me at jhall@asri.org with questions or suggestions.

Good Birding, }(@‘F}C ‘\'\'&LW :

our email newsletter, so

FREE MAY BIRDING WALKS

May is the peak month for the spring bird migration, with

something different moving through each week. Get in on the
best birding of the year with Audubon! Novice birders are
welcome. Walks are geared for teen to adult.

MONDAYS

Fort Nature Refuge, (Rt. 5), 1443 Providence Pike, North Smithfield, RI
May 7, 14, 21, 2018; 8:00-10:00 am.

Note that no walk will be held on Memorial Day, May 28.

TUESDAYS

Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, 301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA
-May 1, 15, 29, 2018; 8:00-10:00 am.

Maxwell Mays Wildlife Refuge, 2820 Victory Highway, Coventry, RI
- May 8, 22, 2018; 8:00 am-10:00 am.

WEDNESDAYS*

Locations determined weekly, please visit the Audubon website or
Facebook page for details, no registration necessary.

May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, 2018; 9:00-11:00 am.

* Free Wednesday Morning Bird Walks will continue through June 2018.

THURSDAYS

Marion Eppley Wildlife Refuge, Dugway Bridge Road, West Kingston, RI
-May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, 2018; 8:00-10:00 am.

Touisset Marsh Wildlife Refuge, Touisset Road, Warren, RI
-May 3, 17, 31, 2018; 9:30 am-12:00 pm

FRIDAYS
Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge, 99 Pardon Joslin Road, Exeter, RI
April 27, May 4, 11, 18, 25, 2018; 8:30-10:30 am.
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AUDUBON ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER

1401 Hope Street (Route 114), Bristol, RI

PROGRAMS, LECTURES & WORKSHOPS FOR ADULTS

FEED YOUR BACKYARD BIRDS
March 4, 2018; 12:00-1:30 pm.

SEA GLASS JEWELRY
April 14, May 19, 2018; 11:00 am-12:30 pm.

NATURE ORIGAMI
March 10, 2018; 1:00-3:00 pm.

FELTED RABBITS:
MARCH HARES AND EASTER BUNNIES
March 11, 2018; 2:00-4:00 pm.

ADVANCED BEEKEEPING
March 18, 25, 2018; 2:30-4:30 pm.

WHERE’'S YOUR WALDEN?
A GUIDE TO YOUR OWN REFUGE IN NATURE

Lecture at the Environmental Education Center

March 22, 2018; 7:00-8:30 pm.

LEARN TO PAINT WITH COLOR & WATER
Workshop with Artist Holly Wach
April 7, 2018; 10:30 am-12:30 pm.

SOIL TESTING

University of Rhode Island, Cooperative Master Gardener Program

April 7, 2018; 11:00 am-2:00 pm.

BIRDING FOR BEGINNERS - SIX SESSIONS
April 14, 21, 28, May 5, 12, 19, 2018; 9:00-11:00 am.

BIRDING, THE NEXT STEP PART II:
TAKING FLIGHT

This six-week course is part two of a series, offering
a deeper exploration of everything bird.

Two weekend field trips will be arranged.

April 18, 25, May 2, 9, 2018; 6:30 pm-8:00 pm.

Field trips will take place on April 28, May 12, 2018.

ECO-RESPONSIBILITY AS NORM
AND PRACTICE

Lecture at the Audubon Environmental Education
April 19, 2018; 6:30-8:00 pm.

PAINT AND SIP: SIGNS OF SPRING
April 28, 2018; 6:30-8:30 pm.

WEED WALK NATURE HIKE
May 6, 2018; 12:00-1:30 pm.

ADVANCED SEA GLASS WORKSHOP
May 19, 2018; 2:00-3:30 pm.

HERBAL COCKTAILS
May 19, 2018; 6:30-8:30 pm.

FAMILY PROGRAMS & CLASSES FOR CHILDREN

CITIZENS BANK FREE FAMILY FUN DAYS
Thanks to Citizens Bank, the Environmental Education Center
is open free to the public the first Saturday of each month.
March 3, 2018: Wonderful Whales

April 7, 2018: How Does Your Garden Grow?

May 5, 2018: Migratory Bird Day

JUNIOR NATURALISTS

FOR HOME-SCHOOLED FAMILIES

March 13 and 14, 2018; 1:30-3:00 pm - Shark Science
April 17 and 18, 2018; 1:30-3:00 pm - Eco-Engineers
May 15 and 16, 2018; 1:30-3:00 pm - Water and Wetlands
June 12 and 13, 2018; 1:30-3:00 pm - Science at the Shore

PRESCHOOL ADVENTURES
March 23, 30, April 6, 13, 2018; 10:00-11:00 am.

CAMOUFLAGED EGG HUNT

March 24, 2018; 9:30 Check-in, Egg Hunt 10:00-11:00 am.
Three locations: Audubon Environmental Education Center,
Powder Mill Ledges, and Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge

LI'L PEEPS
March 29, April 5, 12, 26; May 3, 10, 2018; 9:45-10:45 am.

APRIL SCHOOL VACATION WEEK
April 16-20, 2018; 10:00 am-2:00 pm.

AUDUBON EARTH DAY FILM FESTIVAL
April 21, 2018; 1:00-3:00 pm.

FAIRY GARDENS
May 12, 2018; 2:00-3:30 pm.

MEMORIAL DAY NATURE ACTIVITIES
May 28, 2018; 10:00 am-3:00 pm.

% eet Firn!
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POWDER MILL LEDGES SPRING NATURE WALKS
WILDLIFE REFUGE

12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI

PYSANKY WORKSHOP
March 17, 2018; 10:00 am-12:00 pm.

CAMOUFLAGED EGG HUNT

Three Locations Offered

March 24, 2018; 9:30 Check-in, Egg Hunt 10:00-11:00 am.

- Audubon Environmental Education Center, 1401 Hope Street, Bristol, RI
- Powder Mill Ledges, 12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI

- Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge, 99 Pardon Joslin Road, Exeter, RI

WATCHING WOODCOCKS -
SUPPER AND SAUNTER

12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI
April 6, 2018; 6:00-8:30 pm.

SPRING ARRIVES AT MAXWELL MAYS
Maxwell Mays Wildlife Refuge, 2082 Victory Highway, Coventry, RI
March 27, 2018; 9:30 am-12:00 pm.

SPRING CRAFT FAIR
June 2, 2018; 10:00 am-4:00 pm.

SEAL WATCH AT ROME POINT

F John H. Chafee Nature Preserve, 1421 Boston Neck Rd, Saunderstown, RI
Jason Major (Rt. 1A across from Gilbert Stuart Road); April 15, 2018; 12:30-3:00 pm.

e e EPPLEY FLORA AND FAUNA
—— Marion Eppley Wildlife Refuge, Dugway Bridge Road, West Kingston, RI
April 26, 2018; 9:30 am-12:00 pm.

GREAT SWAMP WALK

FISHERVILLE BROOK Cre: S, 198G ek R St im0
WILDLIFE REFUGE

99 Pardon Joslin Road, Exeter, RI

CAMOUFLAGED EGG HUNT

Three Locations Offered

March 24, 2018; 9:30 Check-in, Egg Hunt 10:00-11:00 am.

- Audubon Environmental Education Center, 1401 Hope Street, Bristol, RI
- Powder Mill Ledges, 12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI

- Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge, 99 Pardon Joslin Road, Exeter, RI

WOODCOCKS AND WINE
April 6, 2018; 6:30-8:30 pm; Program Fee: $20lmember; $25/non-member.
Ages: 21+.

FREE FRIDAY MORNING BIRD WALKS IN MAY
April 27, May 4, 11, 18, 25, 2018; 8:30-10:30 am.

APRIL SCHOOL
VACATION WEEK

- Audubon Environmental Education Center
- Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge
- Caratunk Wildlife Refuge

Become a nature explorer! Explore local
habitats and get up close with cool critters!
Visit the events calendar at www.asri.org
Jor details.

Register online through the events calendar at www.asri.org or call (401) 949-5454 ext. 3014.
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CARATUNK
WILDLIFE REFUGE

301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA

OWL PROWL AT CARATUNK
March 1, 2018; 7:00-9:00 pm.

MAPLE SUGARING

Step back in time at the Caratunk Wildlife Refuge and
experience the history of maple sugaring.

March 10, 2018; 9:00 am-12:00 pm.

SALAMANDER SEARCH AT CARATUNK
April 20, 2018; 2:00-3:30 pm.

FAMILY NIGHT HIKE AT CARATUNK
April 28, 2018; 7:00-9:00 pm.

PRUDENCE ISLAND

Narragansett Bay National Estuarine
Research Reserve, Prudence Island, RI

MARCH MADNESS ON PRUDENCE ISLAND
Observe beautiful winter ducks to basking harbor seals and
explore wide expanses of salt marshes and protected beaches.

March 3, 2018; 9:45 am-4:45 pm.

SEALS AND SEABIRDS
March 22, 2018; 1:30-6:30 pm.

KIDS EXPLORATION DAY ON PRUDENCE ISLAND
April 20, 2018; 9:45 am-4:45 pm.

SPRINGTIME BIRDING
May 10, 2018; 7:30 am-3:00 pm.

YOURS TO DISCOVER!

AUDUBON SOCIETY OF RHODE ISLAND
WILDLIFE REFUGES

Take to the trails and discover

the natural wonders

found on Audubon Wildlife Refuges
across Rhode Island.

Explore those special places
that are only accessible by foot!

Visit www.asri.org for details,
trail maps and directions
or call (401)-949-5454.

Fort Wildlife Refuge
1445 Providence Pike (Rt. 5), North Smithfield, RI

Narragansett Bay National Estuarine
Research Reserve, Prudence Island, RI

Claire D. McIntosh Wildlife Refuge/
Environmental Education Center
1401 Hope Street, Bristol, RI

Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge
12 Sanderson Road (Rt. 5), Smithfield, Rl

@ Waterman Pond
Waterman Hill Road, Coventry, RI

Touisset Marsh Wildlife Refuge
Touisset Road, Warren, RI

George B. Parker Woodland Wildlife Refuge
1670 Maple Valley Road, Coventry, RI

Caratunk Wildlife Refuge
301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA

@ Long Pond Woods
Long Pond Road, Rockville, RI

@ Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge
99 Pardon Joslin Road, Exeter, RI

Davis Memorial Wildlife Refuge
Davisville Road, North Kingstown, RI

Lathrop Wildlife Refuge
Route 1A,Westerly, RI

Emilie Ruecker Wildlife Refuge
Seapowet Avenue, Tiverton, Rl

® ® ® ® 0@

Lewis-Dickens Farm
Cooneymus Road, Block Island, RI

®

Maxwell Mays Wildlife Refuge
2082 Victory Highway (Rte 102), Coventry, RI

AUDUBON
MAPLE SUGARING
&
PANCAKE
BREAKFAST

Caratunk Wildlife Refuge
301 Brown Avenue
Seekonk, MA

March 10, 2018; 9:00 am—12:00 pm

Register online through the events calendar at www.asri.org or call (401) 949-5454 ext. 3014.

Audubon Society of Rhode Island * wwmw.asri.org



Thank You!

PARTNERS IN CONSERVATION

The companies listed below have demonstrated th

eir significant commitment to the quality of life

in Rhbode Island and to conserving natural habitats through stewardship and education.

¢ Blount Fine Foods

¢ Citizens Bank

* Dassault Systemes SIMULIA Corp.
* Lyons & Zaremba, Inc.

* New England GreenStart
* Nourishing World

¢ Perfect Supplements

* Rhode Island PBS

GIFTS IN HONOR

The people listed here have been honored by family and friends who found a gift to the Aundubon

Society of Rhode Island to be the most meaningful

In Honor of: Ernie Agresti
From: Henry Adams

In Honor of: R. Keith Blackwell
From: Bruce A. Blackwell

In Honor of: Anne-Marie Bora
From: Andrea Bora

In Honor of: Sara DiNardo
From: Jullian Mattioni

In Honor of: Deborah DiQuinzio and
Wendell Clough
From: Bethany Smith

In Honor of: Peter Dorsey
FErom: Jennifer Dorsey

In Honor of: Barbara Gray
From: Chris and Alesia DiSano

In Honor of: Al Hawkes
From: Mrs. Margaret (Johnny) Stone

way 1o celebrate someone important in their lives.

In Honor of: Laura S. Julier
From: Vivian Julier

In Honor of: Roe and Dan Mooney
From: Debra S. Firth

In Honor of: Arlene Nunn
From: Roy Nunn

In Honor of: Steven E. Reinert
From: Robert and Nancy Obenanf

In Honor of: Michelle Solis
From: Carolyn Greeley

In Honor of: Alexandra Terrien’s
Birthday

From: anonymous donor

Aivah Harris

Kennith & Sharon Forziati

In Honor of: Nola Watson
From Charles Watson

MEMORIALS

Memorials serve and support the conservation

and protection of Rhode Island's environment.

During the past quarter, the families and friends of pegple listed below have chosen to remember

their loved ones through a gift to the Aundubon So

In Memory of: Romilda Anargiro
From: Carol Brabant

In Memory of: Lloyd E. Broomhead
From: John and Barbara Clancy

In Memory of: Rachel Carson
From: Diane & Eric Darling

Carol Dixon & Jeff Hutton

Drew Dunaief

First Universalist Parish

Elizabeth Hastings

Megan Langford

Mar#k Pearson

Jennifer Preston

Wild Birds Unlimited

In Memory of: Deborah E.
(DeSantis-Hannuksela) Chipman
From: Sharon |. Lefebvre

In Memory of: Arthur Cote
From: Anthony and Joyce Fallon

In Memory of: Mr. and Mrs. Robert S.
Davis (BB & Spink)
From: Edward |]. Bertozzi

In Memory of: Jack Doherty
FErom: Michael and Margaret Alexander

In Memory of: Dan Elkins
From: Karen Elkins
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viety of Rhode Island.

In Memory of: Sona Kalfaian-Ahlijian
From: Dennis and Adrianne Cady

Eugenia Marks

Edward and Zilda Medici

Cynthia and James Patterson

Bruce Pitts

Catherine Simone

Shanna Treveloni

Joyce Yeremian

In Memory of: Christine Kelleher
From: Her Pool Pals

In Memory of: Maxwell Mays
From: William and Claire Chatto

In Memory of: William Ritter
From: Tom Barclay

In Memory of: Lorrie Schumacher
From: Catherine Sabo

In Memory of: Joseph A. Voccio
From: Mary E. Costello

In Memory of: Ruth Wilbur
From: Jobn and Betty Chakuroff
Nathalie Gould

Barbara M. O’Connell

Robert and Joann Verlik

Bet Zimmerman Smith

Partners in Philanthropy
Chris and Candy Powell

The Audubon Society of Rhode Island honored Chris and
Candy as this year’s Partners in Philanthropy. A breakfast hosted by
the Association of Fundraising Professionals of RI, was held at the
Crowne Plaza Hotel in November, 2017 to honor philanthropists
from across the State.

The Powells were honored for their shared passion for the envi-
ronment. Birding is what originally brought Candy and Chris Pow-
ell to Audubon, but their involvement over the years has extended
far beyond. Candy’s active role on the Audubon Board of Direc-
tors led to her election as president in 2011. Chiris, a former biolo-
gist for the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Man-
agement, was key in implementing the Conanicut Island Osprey
nesting platform and camera on Audubon’s Marsh Meadows prop-
erty in Jamestown. To share their enthusiasm and knowledge for
birding with others, Chris and Candy have organized the Christmas
and Spring Bird Counts for the past 31 years. They are active, sup-
portive members of Audubon and their hands-on involvement has
made a marked difference in the organization.

Seated from left: Barbara Keeley, Betsy Gooding, Chris and Candy Powell. Standing
from left, Aundubon Board Chairperson Cindy Warren, Aundubon Donor Relations
Manager Sharon Cresci, Audubon Executive Director Larry Taft and Audubon
Board Member Deb Linnell.

Be part of the climate change solution

CHOOSE LOCAL, GREEN ELECTRICITY
AND SUPPORT AUDUBON

Enroll today at:
www.ripower.org/audubon

Switch to green electricity with
Audubon Society of Rl and
People’s Power & Light

PEQPLE’S

Porwer B Light
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YEAR OF THE

2018 marks the centennial of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act,
the most powerful and important bird-protection law ever
passed. In honor of this milestone, the Audubon Society
of Rhode Island joins National Geographic, the National
Audubon Society, the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, BirdLife
International and more than 100 other organizations and
millions of people around the world to celebrate 2018 as
the “Year of the Bird."

This effort aims to heighten public awareness of birds
because of their wonder and beauty—and because they
symbolize nature’s interconnectedness and the importance
of caring for our shared planet. We are working to raise the
visibility of birds and awareness about the challenges that
birds are facing and what people can do to help.

CELEBRATE THE YEAR OF THE BIRD WITH AUDUBON!

Sign up for our free birding walks in May and start your
Big Year bird count. Watch for special birding programs,
lectures and join Audubon as we celebrate the “Year of the
Bird.” Visit www.asri.org and scroll down to the Birding in
Rhode Island box.

Their First Bl'llSh With Nature continued from page 8

“We want to hook as many different people into learning about nature
as we can, and different programs do that in different ways,” Parmelee
said. “If you’re interested in art and we can help you learn to paint birds,
then you’ll become interested in birds. What makes Audubon unique
is the wide-ranging expertise our staff has, which allows us to offer so
many great programs.”

But why bother? Why is it so important to commit so many resources
to educating Rhode Islanders about the environment? Parmelee said the
reason, in part, is to overcome the sense that humans are separate from
nature and ecosystems.

“I’ve always felt that we are connected to and a part of nature, and
yet so much of our culture teaches us that we are separate, or above,
or more important than the ecosystem,” she said. “I believe that this
lack of connection to the natural wotld has created so many of the
environmental challenges we face today. And now we’re standing at a
crossroads,” Parmelee added, “as climate change is impacting the world
around us.”

Audnbon reaches children as young as 18 months in the Lil Peeps class.

“In order for us, as a human population, to make the right decisions
we have to understand the ecosystem and how we are connected to it,”
she continued. “The decisions we make on a daily basis matter to the
planet. Today’s children will be affected by environmental challenges
more than any previous generation. We all need to become more envi-
ronmentally aware and connected to nature.”

That’s also why Audubon focuses some of its environmental educa-
tion programs on urban youth who have little experience with nature.
Many urban children are frightened of wildlife and wild places, and they
think of it as something far away from where they live. So Audubon has
partnered with the Providence After-School Alliance to offer middle
school students field trips and other activities so they can learn to enjoy
and appreciate the natural wotld. A similar after-school program for
elementary and middle school students in Woonsocket, in partnership
with the non-profit Connecting Children and Families, includes visits
to a nearby vulture roost and a bridge over the Blackstone River where
swallows and swifts congregate.

After one Providence middle school field trip to Audubon’s Powder
Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, several students said how appreciative they
wete for the opportunity to explore nature.

“I was shocked,” she said. “You don’t hear that from middle school-
ers. It made me so happy.”

As Audubon’s education programs continue to evolve, the staff is
constantly thinking about new topics to feature and new opportunities

Audubon Society of Rhode Island * www.asri.org



to engage audiences of all ages. Zachariah the Raven is a newcomer to Audubon, and
he will likely be featured prominently in future programs.

“We’re looking forward to building a program around bird intelligence and the prob-
lem-solving abilities of birds like Zachariah,” Parmelee said. “That could be translated
on both a family level and an adult level. He’s an amazing bird, and people are already
fascinated with him.”

Climate change is another topic that Audubon seeks to incorporate into its programs.
Butit’s a difficult subject to introduce to children, so Audubon educators are still talking
about the appropriate age level and the most effective messaging.

“That’s one of our goals — and one of our challenges — going forward,” Parmelee
concluded. “We’ve always taught children to appreciate nature, to recycle, not to litter, to
plant a tree, ride bikes, and given them action steps they can take to help the planet. But
how do you create messages about climate change that aren’t frightening or overwhelm-
ing? We want kids to be inspired, to become knowledgeable, to become our future
environmental leaders. We don’t want them shutting down because the topic of climate
change is too complicated. We're still working on that.”

Audubon educators have their hands full. They see more children connected to mobile
devices with less and less time spent outside. They work with urban middle school stu-
dents who have little to no understanding of the natural wotld. With climate change and
other environmental challenges on the rise, limited funding stretches their capacity daily.

“Some people think of us simply as Audubon staff who bring those cool owls and
other critters into classrooms,” said Parmelee. “Although animals are important, and we
often connect to students through them, it’s the message we leave behind that’s criti-
cal. We are all part of nature, and we need to respect and protect it. That starts with
education.”

Those interested in learning more about Audubon’s environmental education programs
can visit www.asti.org/learn.

Todd Mcl eish is a life-long birder; freelance science writer and author of several books
about wildlife, including “Return of the Sea Otter”.

Student Spotlight
Brittany Amaral

Brittany Amaral first started working with Audubon in 2016 as an
enthusiastic member of the Youth Conservation League (YCL). YCL
brings young conservationists together to gain experience working in
habitats across the region. It is often hard work in heat and humidity,
and Brittany completed the program with a smile and came back for
more. In 2017, she became an assistant crew leader and positive role
model for other league members.

Now a University of Rhode Island student, Brittany enrolled in a
wildlife course and was loaned cameras from a professor to census
wildlife around the state. Since there had been older reports of bob-
cat and other animals around Audubon’s Kingston Wildlife Research

Butch Lombardi

Audubon Environmental Education Center
1401 Hope Street, Bristol, RI

Bird Feeders and Accessories
Field Guides and Binoculars
Children’s Books, Educational
Games, Toys and More!

Check for Monthly Bird Buys!
20% off for Members
10% off for Non-members

Station, Audubon Senior Ditector of Conservation Scott Ruhren
suggested this refuge as an option. Photos of deer, coyotes, and fish-
ers soon filled his inbox, giving Audubon an updated record of wild-
life that roamed the property. “Scott Ruhren, Kyle Hess, and other
Audubon staff members are always kind, encouraging, and eager to
answer any questions I have about wildlife and conservation,” said
Amaral. “I have grown my social network, gained land stewardship
skills, learned how to identify a variety of invasive and native plant
species, and improved my photography skills.”

Report © Volume 52 * No. 1 © Winter 2018
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Brittany Amaral installs a camera at the Kingston Wildlife Research Station.

Brittany has also become a volunteer refuge monitor. “I am very
thankful for the opportunities I have had working with Audubon,”
Amaral continued. “I hope to learn even more from Audubon as I
pursue a career in the conservation and wildlife biology field.” She
brings a quick smile and plenty of enthusiasm to her work - we look
forward to partnering with Brittany for years to come.
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LET’S GO BIRDING By Laura Carberry

Birding with Children

Achjld’s sense of wonder is endless. Has your child or grandchild impressed
you with the name of every dinosaur discovered? Do they know every
African animal that roams the Safari? What about the wildlife in your own
backyard? So many children learn to identify creatures from far away places,
but don’t know the animals that thrive here in New England.

There is no easier way to connect kids with nature than birding. Pull out
some binoculars and get the whole family interested in the world outside your
window. Birds can be found year round, in any habitat, and the learning pos-
sibilities are virtually endless. All you need are a few simple tools.

The easiest way to see and attract birds is with a feeder. This can be store
bought, which come in a variety of shapes and sizes, or consider creating one
at home. Making a feeder can encourage your child’s sense of stewardship.
Children take great pride in watching birds come to a feeder they have made.
It can be as simple as spreading peanut butter on a pinecone and rolling it into
seed or as complex as building one out of wood.

This brings us to our next tool - a field guide. Start out simple. Stoke’s Begin-
ners Guide to Birds Eastern Region is a great place to begin. You don’t need a
field guide that has all North American birds, it can be quite overwhelming,
Observing birds and looking at a field guide will help your child learn the dif-
ferent shapes and sizes of birds, in what habitats the bird is likely to be found,
and distinguishing features.

Another helpful tool for birding is a pair of binoculars. Your child’s age and
ability will determine what binoculars to start with. If you have a toddler you
may want to start with a set of children’s binoculars. These let your child get
a sense of how to use binoculars with out the worry of damaging them. As
children mature, they can graduate to a pair of compact binoculars that tend
to be a bit lighter in weight then full size optics.

When teaching your child to use their binoculars, start at the feeder. Teach
your child to look at the bird without the binoculars. Keep their eyes on
the bird as they bring the binoculars up to eye view. Can they see the bird?
Show them how to focus. Hours can be spent practicing this from a window
or backyard deck. Once you move to the field, birding will become much
harder and frustrating if they haven’t mastered this skill. If the kids are hav-
ing trouble once you’ve headed out on the trails, try a pond where ducks or
larger birds can be found. Larger, slower moving birds are good for practice.
Just be patient, and enjoy watching the birds. As children get more skilled, try
to use your field guide and identify what species you are observing,

Birding with your family can be a hobby that grows with your child. As they
become more curious, take trips to different habitats to see a wide variety of
birds. In turn, they are learning about nature and the wildlife found here in
Rhode Island. Interested in heading out with an expert? Audubon hosts many
walks throughout the year that can introduce the whole family to the world of
birding. And the tools mentioned above to get kids started are available at the
Audubon Nature Shop in Bristol. Grab those binoculars and go!

18

LET’S GET SOCIAL!

0 facebook.com/avdvbonR/

Dlsm\rer Nature

0 twitter.com/RIAvduvbon

with Auduban
@ ins"'cgrom.com/Rloudubon

LEARA ABOUT QU PROGRAMS
& EVENTY

LiKE/SHARE/FOLLOW

The most followed Avdubon Facebook page
in New England.’

AUDUBON SOCIETY OF RHODE ISLAND

1897 SOCIETY

Named for the year of the Audubon’s founding, the 1897 Society
honors those whose leadership gifts enable the Audubon Society
of Rhode Island to advance its mission of protecting birds, other

wildlife and their habitats through conservation, education and
advocacy. Our donors can take satisfaction that their contributions
have an immediate and lasting impact on the people, wildlife and

natural beauty of Rhode Island.

The 1897 Society celebrates donors who give annually at the $1,000 to $10,000+ level as

special contributors to our ongoing mission and shall be recognized at the following levels:

Leader — $1,000 to $2,499
Advocate — $2,500 to $§4,999
Condervator — $5,000 to $7,499

Benefactor — $7,500 to $9,999
Vidionary — $10,000+

If you wish to join the 1897 Society and help promote the values and mission of Audubon,
please contact Jeff Hall at 401-949-5454 ext. 5017.

In recognition of their philanthropic charity, members of the 1897 Society enjoy a variety of
exclusive benefits, including invitations to member-only events and special communications.

BI G‘?\Y EJAR

. ' AUUBON SCIETY OF RHODE IAND ﬂ%
. B _q“
1.;_ L ~ .:::\;J Il .
W\ “‘-IN A LITI'LE¢STATE1 k‘?"é’

In the spirit of the famous competition, Audubon is hosting

BIG YEAR IN A LITTLE STATE

For details and registration visit www.bigyearri.org

Audubon Society of Rhode Island * www.asri.org



Abeselom Zerit

2018 RHODE ISLAND LAND

& WATER SUMMIT

Saturday, March 10, 2018
7:30 am - 4:30 pm

University of Rl Memorial Union
Kingston, RI

TWICE THE FUN

— BECAUSE =
WE KNOW YOU ofpse

BIRD WATCHING

"o
Q

P

Pii:Y
SESAME STREET

Rhode Island PBS Q) Learn @

7am WEEKDAYS 10am WEEKDAYS

digital 36.1 digital 36.2
RI cable 08 Cox 808/Verizon 478

RIPBS.ORG

Report © Volume 52 * No. 1 © Winter 2018

Weddings
The Audubon Environmental Education Center

in Bristol, Rhode Island is a scenic destination
for weddings, bridal showers or photography.

\ T"
" 1
| i

Birthday Parties | ¢

Customize your child’s party '

and have a wild time!
i

Getaways

Audubon’s Maxwell Mays Cottage in Coventry,
Rhode Island is an ideal and affordable location
for a short getaway or weeklong family vacation.

Naturally,

Audubon
Has You
Covered.

N7

For birthday party options
and rental details,

visit www.asri.org and
click on the services link.




2017 Donors and Supporters

Contributors to the Audubon Society of Rhode Island provide vital funding to the organization’s operations.

We are pleased to acknowledge the following for their support.

The 1897 Society honors
those donors who annually give
$1,000 or more.

Visionary ($10,000 +)

The Howard Bayne Fund

The Champlin Foundations

Conservation Stewardship
Collaborative Endowment

Fund for Rhode Island

Constance and John Jacobucci

The Lorber Foundation

Terry Meyer**

The Vivian J. Palmieri Charitable Trust

Sharpe Family Foundation

The William P. Wharton Trust

Conservator ($5,000 +)

David Brierley

Citizens Trust Co.

Hudson Family Fund

A. Lloyd and Barbara Lagerquist

Mr. and Mrs. Peter G. Lisle Donor
Advised Fund

Nordson Corporation Foundation

Advocate ($2,500 +)

Nathan and Mary Chace

Stanley and Florence Gairloch

Haffenreffer Family Fund

Gretchen Maurer

Dr. Lory Snady McCoy and Dr. Charles
E. McCoy

National Wildlife Federation

People’s Power and Light

Heidi and David Piccerelli

Edward Pitoniak and Kate Barber

The Providence Journal Summertime
Fund at the RIF

Richard J. Richmond Fund

The Edwin S. Soforenko Foundation

Mary C. Speare

Timothy and Patricia Tuff

Cynthia J. Warren

Gurdon B. and Kathleen F. Wattles

Hugh Willoughby

Leader ($1,000 +)
Allison and Charles Barrett

R. Keith Blackwell

Blount Fine Foods

The Boston Foundation

C. Warren and Anne D. Bubier Fund
Loren Byrne and Kim Seymour
Nick and Julia Califano Gift Fund
Nicholas and Julia Califano
Arthur H. Carr Fund

Louis A. Corvese

Mary E. Costello

Robert Freeman

Meghan Frost

George and Joan Gardiner

Ronald L. Gelineau

David and Jean Golden

David and Mary Gumbley

John Gwynne, Jr.

Jeffrey and Catherine Hall

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel H. Hallowell, Jr.**

Katrine Hansen and Michael Sandfort

Donald Heitzmann**

Owen Heleen

Jana Hesser

David & Betsey Kilmartin Charitable
Foundation, Inc.

George and Janis Kortyna**

Maurice and Gabrielle Laliberte

Glenn and Ellen MacNaught

Marc F. and Joan L. Mahoney

Robert and Theresa Mathiesen

John and Karin McCormick
Foundation, Inc.

Esselton and Tantha McNulty

Kathy Melbourne and Lisa Close

Deborah J. Mongeau

Clarke and Betsy Moody

Mott & Chace Sotheby’s International
Realty

Ardashes Nahabedian

Richard S. Palmer

Robert and Jill Parker

Cynthia B. Patterson

Stanley Pelli and Ann-Christine
Duhaime

Reynolds Charitable Fund

The Daniel Rosenblatt Foundation

Nathan Shumway

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Sornborger**

Linda A. Steere and Edward R.
DiLuglio Fund

Kristine and Everett Stuart**

Lawrence and Mary Louise Taft

Darlene Towne

Scott C. Tsagarakis

United Way of Rhode Island

Michael Viveiros and Suzanne Dunkl

David and Ellen Wagner

Kimberly and Jeffrey Westcott

Margaret H. Williamson Fund

$500 +

Ashaway Line & Twine Mfg. Co.

Bank of America Charitable
Foundation

Charles and Sophia Bauer

Irwin and Arlene Birnbaum

Jeffrey Blease

Bluestone Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Dickson G. Boenning

Douglas and Wendy Brennen

John Brezinski**

Greta P. Brown

Frank and Elizabeth Capizzo

April Carleton and Michael Rossi

Mark and Elizabeth Carrison

William and Claire Chatto

Robert and Lisbeth Chew

Velma Clinton

Elfriede A. Collis

Donna Conroy

Corvias Foundation, Inc.

Trudy Coxe and James Gaffney

Kathy Crossley-Aiello**

Zachary and Emily Cunha

Dr. and Mrs. Joel A. Dain

William DeAngelus

Norine Duncan

Louise Durfee

Ann Ferri**

Lee Floyd

Sarah Fogarty

Michael and Susan Fox

Jonathan K. Gewirz

Mrs. Sarah H. Godfrey

Thomas Golden

Peter Green and Adam Olszewski

Charles and Eleanor Greenhalgh

Seth and Charlotte Handy

Tom Humphreys and O’rya Hyde-Keller

A. Max Kohlenberg, Esq. and Rebecca
Minard**

The Lenehan Gift Fund

Irving M. and Pauline L. Leven Fund

Maria Masse

Merrill and Margaret Moone

Rita Nenonen

New England Grass-Fed, LLC

Alice and John Nichols

Nourishing World

Peter O'Neill

Cynthia and James Opaluch

Elizabeth Paquette and Jacqueline
Proulx

Thomas and Katherine B. Perry Fund

Kent and Sally Phillips

Mark Piccerelli and Karen Sirmalis

Harold and Maria Pomeroy

Chris and Candy Powell**

Peter and Marilyn Quesenberry

Mercedes H. Quevedo

Eric and Martha Salander

Erin Scales and Renato Termale

Frank and Joanne Sciuto

Amanda Shannon and John Kennedy

Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Sharpe, Jr.

Maija Lutz and Peter Tassia

John and Evelyn Trevor Charitable
Foundation

Jan Tullis

United Natural Foods, Inc.

Andries Van Dam Charitable Gift Fund

Walmart Foundation

$250 +

Carrie and William Almon

Amica Companies Foundation

Katrina Avery and Thomas Doeppner

Tom Barclay

Diane Bartlett

Ted and Sandy Benttinen

Maria and Normand Bergeron

John and Gayle Berry

Mary Blasik

Deborah Boedeker and Kurt Raaflaub

Raymond and Brenda Bolster

Christian and Lauren Capizzo

Betty Challgren

Mary H. Clark

Christina Clayton and Stanley Kolber

Michael Corcoran

Jay and Sharon Cresci

Michele Cyr and Gregory Towne

Francis Domenici

Droll Yankees, Inc.

East Bay Newspapers

Calvin and Lois Ellis

Donald and Maia Farish

Malcom Farmer

The Feit Family

Shirley Ann Flynn

FM Global

Stephen and Tricia Frary

Lisa Gould and Kurt Voss

Mary C. Gray

Brian Gross

Melissa Hadala-Michel

Tricia Harris

Susan and George Hradil

Susan and Ernest Humphreys

Sandra L. Jacobi

Lorell Jones

Mary W. Karlsson

David R. Katzen, M.D. and Barbara
R. Binder

Kempf Langmuir Fund

The Kennedy/Shannon Charitable
Fund

Barbara and James Kenney

Margaret Kerr and Robert Vanderslice

Edith and Anthony Kubica

George and Heather Lee

Jane Linden and Betsy Grenier

Deborah S. Linnell

Peter and Kay Lisle

Roger and Cynthia Lopata

Ken and Carol MacNaught

James Maher

Ellen Mara

Susan Marcus

Geoffrey Marion

Eugenia S. Marks

Ann Martelle

Sheila McEntee and Darryl Hazel

Brian J. McLaughlin

Patricia and Joseph Mundy

Xenia Murphy

Jane S. Nelson

Tim O'Connor

Helen O'Malley

Kevin and Amy Orth

Lauren Parmelee

Pepsico Foundation

Carl and Luann Perkins

Patricia A. Philbin

Bruce Pitts

Thomas and Sondra Pitts

Al and Karen Pytka

R1 Rhode Island LLC

James and Kathleen Reavis

Steven and Beverly Reinert

Craig and Sarah Richardson

David T. and Jennifer F. Riedel

Mrs. Marcia S. Riesman

Jan and Henry Rines

Nancy Safer

Salten Weingrod Family Fund

Kathy Schnabel

George and Theresa Seidel

Jane Sharp and Charles Rardin

Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Sharpe Il

Mrs. Frances Shippee

Rosanne Siegler

Mrs. Christine M. Skog

Deborah J. Smith

Mary Alice Smith**

Joseph and Claire Soboda

Nancy Spradling

John and Linda Stachelhaus

Anthony W. Stapleton

Margaret T. Stone

Paul Sullivan and Gloria Dahl

Edward and Cynthia Szymanski

Dorothy J. Thornley

John and Eugenie Trevor Charitable
Fund

URI Cooperative Extension Water
Quality Program

James VanCleve and Claudia Strauss

Frederick and Loraine Vincent

David and Kristin Wheeler

Wilcox Family Foundation

Wildlife Conservation Fund

Edward and Rena Wing

Jessica Wiswall-Quinette and Glen
Quinette

Brian Wood

James and Kimberly Worrell

Bernard Zimmermann and Cheryl King

$100 +

Henry Adams

Melody Lloyd Allen and Jeffrey Vale

Nancy Allen

Amazon Smile

Martha H. Ames

Cheryl Amodeo

Gayle Amos

Kenneth and Deborah Amylon

Anthony Anderson

Zane J. and Carole Anderson

Ann and Joseph Anesta

Mildred Anthony

Richard and Susanne Archambault

Christine Bagley

Edgar and Priscilla Bailey

Ann and Norman Baker

Ruth and Louis Baker Family
Foundation

John and Goretti Balch

Suzanne Baldaia and Ernest Mayo

Jack Baldwin

Karen Baldyga and Mark Boudreau

Howard and Liani Balloch

Susan Bannon

Kathleen Barkan

Sandra J. Barkley

Edwin and Janet Bartholomew

Cheryl and Neil Bartholomew

Marion Baust-Timpson and Cliff
Timpson

BayCoast Bank

Deborah Beisner

Karlo Berger and Annie Gjelsvik

Frances and David Bergeron

Lisa and Richard Bessette

John and Patricia Biasuzzi

Christopher and Elaine Binns

Daniel E. Blackford

Bruce A. Blackwell

John Blakeslee

Audubon Society of Rhode Island * wwmw.asri.org



Matthew and Marcella Blank

Catherine Boisseau

Dick and Anne Bowen

Patricia J. Boyle

Carol Brabant

Richard and Marjorie Bradley

Alan and Janice Branco

Jonathan and Melanie Brasher

Robert and Linda Brennan

Jeffrey and Jessica Brier

Sherri and Thomas Briggs

Heather Brightman and Linda
Brightman

Louise Ann Broadmeadow and Harry
Berlinger

Donna Broccoli

Anna and Andrew Browder

James Brown

Robert Brown and Katherine Jenal

Gioia Browne

Joseph and Laura Browne

Matthew and Brett Brumbaugh

Palmira Brummett and James
Fitzgerald

David Brunetti

Claire Buck

Frederick Burgess

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Burmeister

Norma Burnell

Patricia Burnham

David and E. Ann Caldwell

Jacob and Maggie Camara

Jennifer Campbell

Anthony and Claudette Caparelli

Joseph and Theresa Capelo

Gary Carlson and Nancy Nielsen

Karen Carlson

Roger N. Carlsten, D.D.S.

Paula Carmichael and Richelle Russell

Eric and Maria Carpenter

Susan Carroll and Diana Johnson

Virginia Carter

Case Construction Company

Jeffrey Schreck and Nancy Cassidy

Tara Castro

David and Lorraine Casucci

Mr. and Mrs. William A. Catelli, Jr.

Paul and Maxine Cavanagh

A. Harry Cesario

Jeffrey Champlin

Miles Chandler

Oliver Chappell

Lynette Charniak

Ross Cheit and Kathleen Odean

Ying and Kyin Cho

Chris Choquette and Corinne Goff

Nancy and Howard Chudacoff

Susan C. Church

Kim N. Clark

Charles and Eilish Clarkson

Douglas and Janet Coates

Janet L. Coit

The Colbert-Muetterties Family

John R. and Annette W. Coleman

Kersti N. Colombant

Andie Corban

Amy Corsi

Shaun Cournoyer

David and Jeanne Cox

Matthew Craton

Carol A. Crowley

Paula Cuculo

Meg Curran

Shaun and Linda Curry

Murray and Judith Danforth

Fred Daum and Molly Scheffe

Jerry and Janie Dauterive

Davidson Holdings

John and Patty Deal

Dana Delbonis and Amber Murzi

Carol Delisle

M&M Denault-Palmer Giving Fund

Peter and Penny Dennehy

Douglas and Sandra Denninger

Sonya and Jay Dent

Anthony DiBella and Marjorie Ball

Elaine Dickstein

Rosemary Digiulio

Frank P. DiGregorio

Stan Dimock

Jim and Margaret Doll

Kelly Donovan

Jeannine M. Dougherty

Ronald DuVall

Dave and Faye Dvorchak

Karen Elkins

Douglas Ellis

Stephen EIman and Joanne D'Alcomo

Carol Entin

Nathan B. Epstein

Gary and Divya Epstein-Lubow

Andrew and Mary Erickson

Mary Beth Fafard

Sandra Fahey

Janice and Robert Fancher

Terry and Patricia Faulkner

Thomas and Mary Fetherston

Martha Fish and Adrian BonEy

Gail Fisher and Ronald Harwood

Susan and Richard Fitzpatrick

Don Forsyth

Rupert and Susan Friday

Ann Gallagher

Perrin and Joseph Galli

Elizabeth and Joel Gates

Sarah and Matthew Gates

Bob Gerber

Thomas Getz and Margaret Finn**

Lawrence Geuss and Pamela Lenehan

Katherine Gibson

Richard and Mary Glenn

Dr. Stephen E. Glinick and Dr.
Elizabeth A. Welch

David and Chelsea Glinka

Susan Glogovac and Earl Carlson

Frederick and Kathleen Godley

James and Mary Goff

Turkiz Gokgol

Arthur and Marion Gold

Francis and Susan Golet

Paul and Virginia Gonville

Pamela and Paul Goulet

Richard and Susan Graefe

Patty Grealish-Rust and Kimberly
Grealish-Rust

Ellen and Lawrence Grebstein

David and Kathleen Greene

Thomas C. Greene

Vida M. Griffin

Carolyn A. Griswold

Brian F. Groden

Mary and Ed Hackman

Carl Hagenstein and Joyce Doyon

Barbara Hail Charitable Fund

David and Susan Hall

Mary and John Hall

Michael and Peggy Hanney

Kathy and Ed Hardie

Jed Dixon and Helen T. Hardy

Normand and Chris Harnois

John and Marlene Harrington

Jamie Harrower

J. William Harsch

Hilary and Ken Hartlaub

Edward T. and Wendy W. Harvey

Catherine Hawkes

Donald Hayden

David and Jean Heden

Pamelia A. Henriksen

Peter Heywood and Nancy Jacobs

James and Tara Higgins

Mark Hilty and Maryanne Noris

Nancy and Douglas Hinman

Barry and Kathleen Hittner

Angela and Dave Hoffman

Peter Amberg Hollmann

Garry and Cathy Holmstrom

Gayle Gifford and Jonathan Howard

Paul and Roma-Gayle Howland

Hughes Family Fund

Claudia and Len lannuccilli

Diane and Edward lannuccilli

Walter and Eileen Jachna

Donald and Diana Jackson

Warren and Janet Jagger

Helen Jankoski

Nancy Jencks

Michael Jenkinson and Anne
Vanhaaren

Ronald and Heather Jenness

Mark and Deborah Jennings

Holly Jensen

Carl Johnson

Gary and Joann Johnson

George W. Johnson

Charles and Janet Jones

Kirk and Ellen Jordan

Simone Joyaux and Tom Ahern

Steven and Donna Jusczyk

Frank and Katherine Kahr

Robert Kalberer

Sona Kalfaian-Ahlijian*

Margaret E. Kane

Janet Katz

John Kawaoka and Cristina Pacheco

David and Cheryl Keaney

Brian and Grace Keeler

Kathleen Kelleher and Alexi Mangili

Mary and Michael Kenfield

Barbara Kennedy and Thomas Palmer

Elaine Kenney

Robert D. Kenney

Susan Kieronski

Keith and Susan Killingbeck

Clare Kirby and Jim Maxwell

Brian Knight

Jonathan and Judith Knight

Robert and Connie Kok

Mary Kollar

Joel and Cynthia Kramer

Bob and Christine Kraus

Peter V. Lacouture

Ronald and Lorraine Laliberte

Laura Landen**

Gaytha and Harold Langlois

Reynold and Marlene Larsen

Deborah Laughlin

Jennifer Laurelli

Gayle and Chip Lawrence

Carol Le Noury

Michelle Legault and Carlo Jacavone

Heather and Jason Lemire

Louis A. Leone

Dale Lesh and Alayne Barnicoat

Ginny Leslie

James F. Levesque

Cameron and Norma Lewis Fund

Sophie Page Lewis

Janice W. Libby

Jared Lindahl and Britton Willoughby

Tom and Linda Lindvall

James Lippincott

Ruth Louis

Patrick Luvara and Jill Wasserman

Diane F. Lynch

Lyons & Zaremba, Inc.

David and Diane Madsen

Marcia Maguire

John and Danielle Mahoney

Timothy Mahoney and Kathleen
Rotondo

Kathryn and Peter Mandel

Gregory Marsello and Melinda Foley-
Marsello

Nicole Mastan and Rebecca Pierotti

Ingrid Mathews

Elinore McCance-Katz and Michael
Katz

Lois and Jim McCartney

Tom McConnell

Robert and Claire McCorry

Mr. and Mrs. Norman E. McCulloch, Jr.

Jane Mclimail

Alan and Ann McKenzie

Dave and Elizabeth McNab

Richard and Claudia McNally

Michael McNamara

Jeremiah Mead

Mrs. Phoebe T. Meehan

David and Brenda Merchant

Maryann and Timothy Messier

Gisela Meyn

Peter and Wanda Michaelson

Thomas and Deborah Miller

Wendy Miller and Julia Dowling

Arthur and Martha Milot

Charles and Maria Milot

David Scott Molloy

Pierre and Sarah Morenon

Terry and Jim Moretti

Hap Morgan

Paul and Joanne Morrissey

John and Mary Jane Murphy

John Murphy and Anne Moulton

Anne Murray and Eleanor Murray

Joe Murray and Linda Silveira

Gretchen Needham

Mary Neil

Newkirk Miller Family Donor Advised
Fund

Paul C. Nicholson

Ken and Laura Nordstrom

Mary Nowicki

Ocean State Bird Club

Kelle" O'Connor

Paul M. O'Donnell

Russell Chateauneuf and Seta
Ohanian-Chateauneuf

J. Philip and Patricia O'Hara

Jane O'Leary

Patricia A. O'Neill

Suzanne and Peter Oppenheimer

Matthew and Kirsten Orzolek

Maureen Osolnik

Linda Overton

Barbara L. Pagh

Adam Pallant and Elizabeth Toll

Anna M. Palmer**

Carl and Debora Palmer

Leonard Panaggio

Arthur and Carolyn Parker

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon L. Parker, Jr.

Julia and Marc Parmentier

Lawrence and Susan Payne Bacher

Raymond P. Payson

Pearl River Gun Club Inc.

Victor and Helga Piccoli

David and Amy Pierson

Bancroft and Mary Poor

Nancy Poor

Barbara Hamilton Porter

Isabella Porter and Edward Levine

Joan Prescott

Marianne Primiano

Cheryl Proto

John and Janet Przygoda

Larry Purcell

Stephen and Ann Quarry

Donna-Jean Rainville and Richard
Wilkins**

Lynne Ramirez

Theil and Tom Ramsbey

Kathleen Redgate and Sheila Finnegan

Betty Lou and Bill Reid

John S. and Marianne Renza, Jr.

Evelyn Rhodes and Edward Long

RI Community Food Bank
Development Team

Barbara Rich and Roger Watson

Dr. Beverly S. Ridgely*

Derwent Riding

M. Ridolfi Family Fund

Lise Robidoux

James Robinson

Hays and Linda Rockwell

Kathy Rohrman

Daniela and Scott Roop

Barbara A. Rosen

Route 5 Auto Repairs, Inc.

Shannon Rozea

Mary Ruby and Jack Jordan

Steve and Judith Ruscito**

Geoffrey and Jacqueline Russom

Jay Saccone

Leslie Samayoa

Mrs. Roberta E. Sansiveri

Neil Sarkar and Elizabeth Chen

Jamieson and Doreen Schiff

Barry Schiller**

Don Schim

Thomas and Kate Schmitt

Darlene Schumchenia

The Audubon society of Rhode Island gratefully acknowledges gifts of less than $100 from 2,302 supporters.
Audubon depends on the generosity and commitment of all its donors for the conservation and protection of Rhode Island’s environment.

Report © Volume 52 * No. 1 © Winter 2018

John and Judith Scott

Timothy Scott

George and Alicia Seavey

Secretary of State Office Rhode Island
- Staff

Gardiner and Cynthia Shattuck

Barbara Sherman

Deming and Jane Sherman

Karen Sherman and Michael Phillips

Richard and Elizabeth Shorrock

Sara and Anil Shukla

M. Christine Sidler**

Joan and Jan Siegrist

Rebecca A. Silliman

Michael Simoncelli and Deborah Ring

Eric C. Sjoblom

Catherine Smith

Robert and Sarah Smith

Edward Sneesby

Rafael and Amanda Soares

Alyssa Soby

Lawrence R. Soforenko

Cecile L. Solitro

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas D. Soutter

Frank and Sandra Spadazzi

James L. Spears

David and Lisa Spencer

Michael and Robin Spencer

Stahl Cowen Crowley Addis LLC

Mapes Stamm

Mr. Norman Steadman

David and Jane Steele

A. Michael and Heather Steers

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce L. Stevens

John and Linda Stevens

William and Mary Stevens

Greg and Brenda Stone

William Stone and Carolyn Mark

Peter Swaszek and N. Kim Wiegand

Jane Symes

Susan and Edward Synan

Jean H. Talbot

Hazel Temple and David Whelan

Eugene and Martha Terrenzi

Nancy Thompson and Raymond Soucy

Robert and Kathleen Thurston-Lighty

Shanna Treveloni and Jaclyn Treveloni

Dr. Leonard J. Triedman

Nancy E. Tripp

Terry Tullis and Constance
Worthington

Anthony and Lynne Tutalo

Kerry Tyson and Zachary King

Utility Workers Union of America
Local 464

Francis and Carmela Vaccaro

Mark and Julie Van Noppen

Melissa Wagner

Thomas and Linda Walden

Anthony and Doris Walsh

Barbara Walsh

Timothy Walsh

Margaret S. Warner

Charles and Nola Watson**

Barbara and Randy Watts

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Waugh

Bettie J. Weber

Alan and Marie Weiss

Stephen Weiss

Richard and Tamar Wells

Richard and Bernadine West

Arthur and Perry Wheelock

Michael White and Jane Desforges

Tracy Whitford

Shawen Williams and Andrew
MacKeith

Henry Woodbridge

Ina S. and David C. Woolman

Charles and Barbara Worcester

Work Opportunities Unlimited, Inc.

Richard and Mary Worrell

Isabella Zagare

Herb and Sandra Zakrison

Barbara E. Zanghi

*Deceased
**Hawkes's Legacy Circle

21



2018 Policy Priorities at the State House

Editorial by Meg Kerr, Senior Director of Policy

il
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Not all bills are implemented. And some that are implemented may not achieve the original goals that the advocates
had in mind. So watching and advocating for good state policies, those that protect birds and wildlife and people,
is a key part of my job. Another important part of my job is working with you, keeping you informed of what’s
happening at the statehouse, and asking for your help with issues.

It is easy to think that advocacy ends when a good bill passes. But many times, passage of
bills means that our work is just beginning.

The legislature session is back in session. During 2018, we will be working on a range of important issues,
including the following:

Pollinator Health and Habitat

Legislation was introduced last year (H 6264) to add $500,000 to RI
DEM’s budget (Department of Environmental Management) for
pollinator health, habitat and integrated pest management. It did not
move. The Senate (S 0982) created a special legislative commission to
study pesticide control regulations. That commission has not yet been
formed. At the legislature, Audubon will continue to advocate for
funding, the continuation of the Pollinator Working Group, and for the
important work of the legislative study commission.

We have also been advocating for state agencies to take steps to enhance
pollinator habitat. The Department of Environmental Management’s
Division of Fish and Wildlife has on-going projects restoring fallow
fields with new native plantings that provide dual benefits for birds and
mammals as well as for pollinators and other beneficial insects. The RI
Department of Transportation is exploring opportunities for enhancing
pollinator habitat as part of the Department’s stormwater program
and as part of other highway initiatives. Identified challenges include
modifying maintenance strategies that satisfy the public while enhancing
pollinators and using cost-effective pollinator friendly seed mixes.

Renewable Energy Siting

Audubon is advocating for smart siting of renewable energy, maximizing the use of developed landscapes to
protect farm and forest land as much as possible. We are participating in a stakeholder process organized by
the Office of Energy Resources. We will be advocating for policies that thoughtfully and strategically meet the
state’s ambitious and essential renewable energy and greenhouse gas reduction goals, while promoting equity and
minimizing detrimental environmental impacts. The stakeholders are working on placeholder legislation which will
be introduced soon.

Green Buildings Act Implementation

Last year, the legislature passed amendments to the Green Buildings Act requiring the state to pilot test
sustainability metrics for the property surrounding new or rehabilitated state buildings. We will be working with
the Department of Administration, Department of Environmental Management and the state’s Green Buildings
Advisory Committee to ensure that projects with maximal environmental benefits are selected and implemented.

2018 Green Economy and Clean Water Bond

We support Governor Raimondo’s $48.5 million environmental bond included in her 2018 budget. The bond has
funding for many essential grant programs — local recreation, bikeways, farmland and open space, state parks,
brownfields, coastal resiliency and public access, clean water and drinking water, wastewater treatment facility
resilience and dam safety. If passed by the general assembly, the bond will be on the November ballot for voters
to decide.

Stay abreast of our advocacy work by signing up for our e-blasts. Visit www.asri.org, click on “Lead” and scroll down to “Take Action.”
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Please pass this copy on to a friend
or recycle. Thank you.

The Report is the Audubon Society’s
member newsletter and updates members
on the current issues and actions of
the Society, its staff and volunteers. We
encourage your participation and you
may send items that will be considered
for publication to: Hope Foley, Managing
Editor, Audubon Society of Rhode Island,
12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, Rl 02917
or by email to hfoley@asri.org.

Spot the Beetle, Stop the Beetle

Help prevent the spread of
Asian Longhorned Beetle.

When hiking the trails, ’
look for signs of the beetle.

e

For more information
on how to detect this ;’
destructive invasive ¢
insect, visit www.asri.org
and click on “conservation.”

Because of you,
the Osprey License Plate
has provided hundreds of
children with the
opportunity to learn about
nature. Thank you.

Rhode Island

e

Otrder at www.asti.org
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AUDUBON SOCIETY OF RHODE ISLAND

JOIN OUR LERQUE
oF SUPERHEROLS

Audubon is in need of superheroes - people who go above and beyond.
Our current endowment provides only one-third of the necessary funds
to keep our organization impactful and dynamic. The Invincible
Audubon Campaign will provide needed funding to permanently
advocate for nature, to educate children on the importance of our
environment, and to protect and defend our nearly 9,500 acres
of wildlife habitat. In short... to make Audubon INVINCIBLE.

The Invincible Audubon campaign is different than our annual
fundraising. Invincible Audubon is meant to provide permanent
funding that we can rely and plan on for decades to come.

INVINCIBLE
AUDUBON

The following individuals are generous contributors to the Invincible Audubon Campaign:

LECION OF SUPERHEROES

Donors to the Invincible Audubon Campaign

LERDERSHIP COUNCIL

Cynthia Warren and Martin Bauermeister « Peter and Kay Lisle «+ Samuel and
Elizabeth Hallowell + Christopher and Candace Powell « Martin and Charlotte
Sornborger ¢ Everett and Kristine Stuart + Owen Heleen

WALL OF SUPERHEROES

Donated or Pledged $10,000 or More

Carolyn Aust* » Mary Rogers Beckert* « Jane K. Blount* « John Brezinski * Nicholas
and Julia Califano, MD « Nathan and Mary Chace * Dr. Louis Corvese, MD « Severyn
Dana* - Ewing Family* » Samuel and Elizabeth Hallowell - Eric Harrah* » A. Max
Kohlenberg, Esq. and Rebecca Minard + Lorraine M. Leaney* « Peter and Kay Lisle
« Terry Meyer + Susan M. Romano Fund* « Sharpe Family Foundation + Martin and
Charlotte Sornborger « Kristine and Everett Stuart + Michael Viveiros and Suzanne
Dunkl « Cynthia Warren and Martin Bauermeister

CLIMATE CHANGE THREATENS BIRDS,
WILDLIFE AND OUR COMMUNITIES.
GIVE RUDUBON THE STRENCTH TO RESPOND.

RUDURON 19 RSKING YOU
T0O TRKE THE LEAP
AND BRECOME B SUPERHERO!

For more info please visit www.invincibleaudubon.org
or call 401-949-5454 ext 3017.
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Are you wild about raptors?
Bring a friend and join Audubon!

PARTY FOR THE
PEREGRINES

April 21,2018 « 6:30 to 9:00 pm
VIP Reception 5:30 pm
Squantum Club
1 Squantum Road, East Providence, RI

Cocktails & Hors doeuvres « Live & Silent Auction
Meet Audubon’s Raptors « See Audubon's Peregrine Webcam

I

Order tickets online
at www.asri.org

AUDUBON BIRTHDAY PARTIES

GO WILD!

“E \ For more information, visit
www.audubonbirthdayparties.com

Non Profit Org
US Postage Paid
Audubon Society of RI

Audubon Society of Rhode Island
12 Sanderson Rd., Smithfield, RI 02917

Audubon Summer Camp

<™

Nature
discovery,
science, hikes,
live animal visits,
games, crafts
and...lots of
outdoor fun!

08 s
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Should Be!

For more camp information and to register,
visit www.audubonsummercamp.com

MAPLE SUGARING
&
PANCAKE
BREAKFAST

Caratunk Wildlife Refuge
301 Brown Avenue
Seekonk, MA

March 10, 2018; 9:00 am—12:00 pm




