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Javaughn Henry

RAPTOR WEEKEND 2019

Named for the year of the Audubon’s founding, the 1897 Society 
honors those whose leadership gifts enable the Audubon Society 
of Rhode Island to advance its mission of protecting birds, other 
wildlife and their habitats through conservation, education and 
advocacy. Our donors can take satisfaction that their contributions 
have an immediate and lasting impact on the people, wildlife and 
natural beauty of Rhode Island.

The 1897 Society celebrates donors who give annually at the $1,000 to $10,000+ level as 
special contributors to our ongoing mission and shall be recognized at the following levels:

Leader — $1,000 to $2,499
Advocate — $2,500 to $4,999
Conservator — $5,000 to $7,499

If you wish to join the 1897 Society and help promote the values and mission of Audubon, 
please contact Jeff Hall at 401-949-5454 ext. 3017.

In recognition of their philanthropic charity, members of the 1897 Society enjoy a variety of 
�H�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H���E�H�Q�H�ß�W�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���L�Q�Y�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���P�H�P�E�H�U���R�Q�O�\���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V��

Audubon Society of Rhode Island

1897 Society

Benefactor — $7,500 to $9,999
Visionary — $10,000+

Leaving
Audubon
in your
estate is for
the birds.
Learn Simple Steps to Begin 
Planning Your Legacy.  

Call 401-949-5454 (ext. 3017) 
or download information at
asri.org/donate-membership/
hawkes-legacy-circle.html 

Eagles, owls, hawks and falcons thrilled visitors at Audubon Raptor Weekend, September 7 and 8, 2019. Over 2,000 people 

flocked to the Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium in Bristol to get up-close and learn about raptors through presenta-

tions, lectures, games and more. Raptor Weekend is Audubon’s largest annual event, and a wide variety of amazing birds 

of prey bring the crowds back each year for more!

Thank you to the following Raptor Weekend Sponsors: 

Green Energy Consumers Alliance, Partridge Snow & Hahn LLP, NEC Solar, RI PBS, Crystal Springs 
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Audubon Society of Rhode Island

2019 ANNUAL MEETING
October 20, 2019 • Rosecliff, Newport

Rosecliff  in Newport was the setting for Audubon’s 2019 Annual Meeting. Keynote 
Speaker Ashley Householder, Associate Curator for Exhibitions, Preservation Society 

of  Newport, discussed how the recent exhibit “John James Audubon: Obsession Untamed” 
at Rosecliff  colorfully explores John James Audubon’s relentless pursuit of  the birds of  
America and his singular determination in seeing his beautiful artworks published. After the 
meeting, Householder led an exclusive guided tour of  the exhibit.

New Board President
OWEN HELEEN
Lincoln resident Owen Heleen was elected 
President of  the Board of  Directors.  
He is currently Vice President, Strategy 
and Grants at The Providence Center. Mr. 
Heleen has been a member of  the Audubon 
Society of  Rhode Island Board of  Directors 
since 2013, previously serving as chair of  
the Fund Development Committee.

New Secretary of  the Board of  Directors
DEBORAH S. LINNELL
North Kingstown resident Deborah S. Linnell was also elected as Secretary of  the Board 
of  Directors. She has served on the Audubon Board of  Directors since 2012, previously 
serving as treasurer.

Thank You
CANDACE POWELL AND  
KEITH KILLINGBECK
The Audubon Society of  Rhode Island 
gratefully acknowledges the terms of  
service of  Candace Powell and Keith 
Killingbeck who are stepping down from 
the board of  directors this year. They 
will serve on the Council of  Advisors. 

ANN-CHRISTINE DUHAIME (TINA) 
Dr. Ann-Christine Duhaime (Tina) is Director of  Pe-
diatric Neurosurgery at Massachusetts General Hos-
pital, Nicholas T. Zervas Professor of  Neurosurgery 
at Harvard Medical School and Associate Faculty at 
Harvard University Center for the Environment. She 
resides in Saunderstown, Rhode Island and Charles-
town, Massachusetts. 

LAURA LANDEN 
Dr. Laura Landen is retired Chair of  the Philosophy 
Department and former Director of  Environmental 
Studies at Providence College.  She resides in Hope, 
Rhode Island.

EMILY J. MURPHY PRIOR
Emily Murphy Prior is an attorney at law at Mor-
neau & Murphy in Jamestown. She specializes in 
trusts and estates, philanthropy and conservation 
planning. She resides in Jamestown, Rhode Island.

LESLIE V. SAMAYOA
Leslie Samayoa is a Customer Service Representa-
tive for Merrill Edge in Lincoln, RI and long-time 
volunteer with the Audubon Society of  Rhode Island. 
She resides in Greenville, Rhode Island.

CAROL LYNN TROCKI
Carol Lynn Trocki is an Independent Conservation 
Biologist at Mosaic Land Management, LLC.  She 
is currently the lead scientist for the National Park 
Service's Coastal Breeding Bird Monitoring Pro-
gram in the Boston Harbor Islands.  She resides in 
Little Compton, Rhode Island.

JULIE VANIER 
Julie Vanier is a Major Giving and Alumni Engage-
ment Officer with Clark University.  She resides in 
Barrington, Rhode Island.

Newly Elected to the 
Board of  Directors 

From left: Newly elected Audubon Society of Rhode 
Island Board Members Carol Lynn Trocki, Leslie V. 
Samayoa, Audubon Executive Director Larry Taft, 
Emily J. Murphy Prior, Laura Landen. Not shown: 
Ann-Christine Duhaime (Tina), and Julie Vanier. 

Special thanks to the donor who made our meeting 
possible at Rosecliff Mansion in Newport.

Audubon Executive Director Larry Taft thanks Candace 
Powell and Keith Killingbeck for their service.

Newly-elected Board President Owen Heleen speaks at 
the Annual Meeting.
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Volunteer of  the Year
EMILY WESTCOTT
Chepachet resident Emily Westcott was 
honored for her strong commitment to 
Audubon. From monitoring Audubon’s less-
visited properties, to mapping trails with 
GPS, and assisting with an upcoming book 
on Audubon wildlife refuges, Ms. Westcott 
has taken on a variety of  critical behind-the-
scenes volunteer roles. 

Emily Westcott accepts her award from Audubon 
Executive Director Larry Taft.

Educators of  the Year
HATHAWAY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL,  
PORTSMOUTH
The educators and administrators of  the 
Hathaway Elementary School are being hon-
ored for their dedication and collaborative 
efforts to bring environmental education to 
their students. Their new schoolyard habitat 
project, created by a collaborative team of  
Hathaway Elementary School administrators, 
teachers, students and families is an exem-
plary model for other schools to follow. 

Audubon Senior Director of Education Lauren 
Parmelee (left) presents Hathaway Second-grade 
Teacher Karen Moore with the Educators of the 
Year Award

Legislators of  the Year
R.I. SENATOR DAWN EUER AND  
R.I. REPRESENTATIVE LAUREN CARSON
Audubon recognized these legislators for 
their dedication to Rhode Island’s envi-
ronment and the protection of  birds and 
wildlife. 

Representative Lauren Carson, Audubon Executive 
Director Larry Taft, Senator Dawn Euer and Audubon 
Senior Director of Policy Meg Kerr.

A Superhero Indeed
CYNTHIA WARREN 
Audubon gratefully acknowledges Cynthia 
Warren for her service as Board President 
and oversight of  the Invincible Audubon 
Campaign. Shown here accepting a gift hon-
oring her years as Board President, Cynthia 
will continue as a member of  the Board.  

Former Board President Cynthia Warren accepts 
a gift at the Annual Meeting, acknowledging her 
many years of service to Audubon. 

From left: Kathy and Gurdon Wattles join 
Peter Lisle at the reception following the 
Annual Meeting.

Guests enjoy the John James Audubon exhibit 
at Rosecliff.

Keynote speaker Ashley Householder speaks to 
the gathering about the John James Audubon 
exhibit.

Senior Director of Advancement Jeff Hall 
(left) speaks with Paul and Donna Gricus at 
the reception.
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Makes the Perfect Holiday Gift
AUDUBON’S SPONSOR-A-RAPTORThrough the Sponsor-a-Raptor program, YOU can help care 

for Audubon’s birds by providing food, housing and veteri-
nary care. The staff expertise, diets and special care that Audu-
bon provides for these previously injured birds cost thousands 
of dollars each year.

Your support allows our ambassadors to accompany Audubon 
educators on hundreds of visits to schools, community centers, 
assisted living homes and libraries each year. Your gift not only 
provides care for these special birds, it also supports our mission 
to connect people with nature.

Sponsorships make wonderful holiday gifts and recipients will 
receive an invitation to an annual Sponsor Party, with the chance 
to get up-close and meet many of the Audubon Ambassadors.

Visit asri.org, click on “Learn” and “Audubon Ambassadors” 
or call (401) 949-5454 ext.3018.

Welcome Archie!

Audubon’s newest ambassador, a Barred Owl named Archi-
medes (or Archie to his friends) is about 1½ years old. He 

was found by the side of the road in Suffield, CT in January 
2019, assumed to be hit by a car. Initial veterinary examination 
showed head trauma and feather damage. Archie was later dis-
covered to be missing phalanges on his right wing, thus reduc-
ing his ability to fly.  

He was rehabilitated at Horizon Wings in Ashford, CT, and 
he now makes his home at Audubon.

The Ravens Have Relocated

Looking for our Red-tailed Hawks, Finn and Atlanta at the 
Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium in Bristol? After 

three years of greeting the public each day from their aviary, 
these hawks are taking a rest from all the attention. You can still 
see these beautiful birds at one of our many Audubon raptor 
programs offered throughout the year.

Our Common Ravens, Zach and Lucy, have now happily 
moved into the large aviary. As Ravens are very social birds, 
they love to see visitors. Come say hello soon!
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While in the car recently, my daughter and I were playing 
20 Questions. Now mind you, this 10-year-old brings the 

“National Geographic Field Guide of Birds of North America” to 
school to occupy her during downtime. She had chosen a species of 
bird and I had 20 clues to try and name the exact North American bird 
she had in mind.  

Does it live in RI?  Yes. 
Is it a duck?  No.
Is it the size of crow?  Smaller.
Warbler size?  Bigger.
Robin Size?  Yes!
And this went on and on, until…
Is it yellow?  A tiny bit. 
A tiny bit? How can this 10-year-old be stumping me? I gave up 

and she exclaimed “I can’t believe you didn’t pick my favorite bird, 
Mom!” The Cedar Waxwing, of course! Its tail looks as if it has been 
dipped in bright yellow and it has tiny red spots on its wings. 

This bird is absolutely amazing to observe with a crested head and a 
black mask. The Cedar Waxwing truly looks as though an artist may 
have pulled it from a painting. I have been trying to find one with my 
daughter. I can easily recognize the high pitch “bzeee” sound that 
Cedar Waxwings make as they fly or feed. But every time I hear it, 
they fly away before my daughter spots it. 

However, the fall season is one of the best times to see them. Cedar 
Waxwings are highly social birds and will group together in small 
flocks. They are attracted to fruits and berries. With no leaves to con-
ceal them, you can often find them feeding in crabapple, winterberry, 
cedar, and ornamental fruit trees.   

The species can be found in Rhode Island year-round in a variety of 
habitats, but they prefer to be near water during the breeding season 
and enjoy being close together. Sometimes you can find 15 differ-
ent Cedar Waxwings all nesting in the same vicinity. Although they 
are primarily fruit eaters, in the summer they switch to protein-rich 
insects to feed their young. 

The Cedar Waxwing population has stayed constant over the years 
and has even increased in some areas due to ornamental plantings of 
fruit trees. If you would like to attract them to your yard, planting 
winterberry, cedar and crabapple can be helpful.  

I hope you get out birding this fall and catch a glimpse of this mag-
nificent bird. If I am lucky, my daughter will see one too, and then we 
can move on to another species in our game of 20 Questions.

By Laura Carberry

The Elusive Cedar Waxwing

E
d

 H
ug

he
s

Volunteers from FM Global headquarters in Johnston, RI 
assisted Audubon staff with conservation projects and volun-

teer needs at both Powder Mill Ledges and the Audubon Nature 
Center and Aquarium this summer.

Audubon recognizes the commitment that FM Global has made 
to promoting a healthy environment. They maintain pollinator-
friendly grounds at their headquarters, limit pesticide use, and con-
duct business in a LEED certified corporate office building. Audu-
bon thanks FM Global for their dedication to conservation.

FM Global Volunteers – What a Crew!

(Top) FM Global volunteers in the Audubon Pollinator Discovery Garden 
in Bristol. (Bottom) Powder Mill Ledges Refuge Manager Kim Calcagno 
(front row far left) led a group of FM Global volunteers for a day of field 
work in Smithfield.

Thank You, BB&S Lumber

Audubon gratefully acknowledges BB&S Lumber of North 
Kingstown for their recent donation of lumber for reconstruc-

tion of a fence at Parker Woodland Wildlife Refuge in Coventry. 
This project was completed this summer by Audubon staff and 
members of the 2019 Youth Conservation League. Donations such 
as this are instrumental in helping Audubon maintain wildlife ref-
uges across the state. 

Members of the 2019 Youth Conservation League worked on the new fence this 
summer with guidance from Audubon Property Manager Mike Cavaliere (in green).
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Have you noticed the new, bright blue visitor 
signage in the pollinator garden and along the 

trails at the Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium 
in Bristol? These colorful signs will provide fun 
facts, beautiful photos and engaging illustrations 
about the flora and fauna that visitors may observe 
as they walk the trails. 

Look for them at key spots on the wildlife refuge 
as the habitats change along the trail. Powder Mill 
Ledges, Fisherville and Caratunk Wildlife Refuges 
also have some of these signs in various habitats. 

Take a moment to stop and learn about what’s hap-
pening in nature as you walk by!

A special note of appreciation to Gurdon and 
Kathleen Wattles and Nathan and Mary Chace for 
their support of this educational signage installation.

Fun Facts 
at Your Fingertips! 

Jackson Hafey of Troop 20 in Johnston just completed his Eagle Scout 
Project for Audubon. He designed and built a new traveling flip board 

that can be used for Audubon education programs that involve trivia 
questions or matching and guessing games. He also donated a sturdy and 
convenient carrying case for the board. This piece will replace Audu-
bon’s old and much-used flip board. Thank you, Jackson!

Eagle Scout Makes Education Flip Board

Volunteers from Citizens Bank joined Audubon staff to complete 
trail maintenance on September 25, 2019 at Fort Wildlife Refuge 

in North Smithfield. This volunteer effort was part of Citizens Bank 
“Credo Week,” where employees go out and actively support their 
local communities. 

Citizens Bank Volunteers Support Audubon

Twice the fun
== because ==
WE KNOW YOU Love

BIRD WATCHING

7AM WEEKDAYS 10AM WEEKDAYS

RIPBS.ORG

digital 36.2
Cox 808/Verizon 478

digital 36.1
RI cable 08

Do You Think 
Leaving 

Audubon in 
Your Will is for 

the Birds?

IT IS!
For more information www.asri.org/donate-membership/hawkes-legacy-circle.html

2020 Rhode Island Land and Water Summit
Saturday. March 7, 2020; 7:30am–4:30pm, URI Memorial Union, Kingston, RI

Keynote address by Dr. Mamie Parker 
“Preparing the Next Generation with Passion, Inspiration and Excellence - A Change in Climate”
Registration opens in January: landandwaterpartnership.org

SAVE 
THE  

DATE!

Audubon thanks the volunteers from Citizens Bank for their service. Left to right:
Michael Cutting, Christian J. Garces, John Kelly, Elizabeth Fajardo, Dawn 
Bender and Gowanda Rukmini.
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Thank You! 
PARTNERS IN CONSERVATION
The companies listed below have demonstrated their significant commitment to the quality of life 
in Rhode Island and to conserving natural habitats through stewardship and education.

MEMORIALS 
Memorials serve and support the conservation and protection of Rhode Island’s environment.  
During the past quarter, the families and friends of people listed below have chosen to remember 
their loved ones through a gift to the Audubon Society of Rhode Island.

GIFTS IN HONOR 
The people listed below have been honored by family and friends who found a gift to the Audubon 
Society of Rhode Island to be the most meaningful way to celebrate someone important in their lives.

•	 AMC Narragansett Chapter 
•	 BB&S Lumber
•	 Blue State Coffee LLC 
•	 Botanical Center Conservancy 
•	 Citizens Bank 
•	 Dassault Systemes 
•	 Green Energy Consumers Alliance, Inc 
•	 Harbor Bath and Body, LLC 
•	 Lyons & Zaremba, Inc. 
•	 MetLife Auto & Home 
•	 New England Dispatch Agency 

•	 Partridge, Snow & Hahn 
•	 Pawtucket Red Sox 
•	 Picaboo 
•	 Plum Beach Garden Club 
•	 R. I. Beekeepers Association 
•	 Rhode Island Farm Bureau Federation, Inc. 
•	 Rhode Island Natural History Survey 
•	 United Natural Foods, Inc. 
•	 Van Liew Trust Company 
•	 Whole Foods Market 
•	 Wild Birds Unlimited 

In honor of: Mourning Dove Friend
From: Grace Dayian

In honor of: Rob and Inge Freeman
From: Stanley & Martha Livingston Fund

In honor of: Mr. David Spencer
From: JoAnn and Carl LaBranche

In memory of: Dwight Barrett
From: Patti Folsom

In memory of: Janice Williams
From: Carl Weinberg & Co., LLP

Garry and Cathy Holmstrom
Prudence Conservancy
Nancy Taylor
Victoria A. Taylor

In memory of: Jean Orfan
From: Anja Rittling

Karen E. Van Riper

In memory of: Joel Silverberg
From: Mikaila Arthur

Carol Baldassari
Patricia Cristofaro
Norine Duncan
David and Sandra Einstein
Dragan Gill
Jonathan Kaskin
Rebecca Leuchak
Marlene Lopes
Ann Moskol
John and Ann O’Connell
Stanley Schneider
Joanne Schneider and Arthur Bone
Dan and Vivian Weisman
Carla Weiss
Earl Gladue
Elizabeth Labedz
Amanda Izenstark
Arnold and Sylvia Silverberg
David and Ina Woolman
Amy Barlow
Jeanne Haser Lafond
Ronald Pitt
Barry and Libby Schiller

In memory of: Mary Jo Murray
From: Stephen Elman and Joanne D’Alcomo

Ronald and Linda Gardrel
Elizabeth B. Gordon
Rhea Guertin
Mary J. Keane
Maija Lutz and Peter Tassia
Barbara Sherman
Gladys Sherman
Stephen Smallidge
JoAnn and Richard Sullivan
Maurice and Carrie Tippett
Mary-Joan Zogby
Annie Kammerer
Donna Van Orden

In memory of: Ruth E Gates
From: Stephen Gates

Joel and Elizabeth Gates

LET’S GET SOCIAL!

LIKE/SHARE/FOLLOW

facebook.com/audubonRI

twitter.com/RIAudubon

instagram.com/RIaudubon

The most followed 
Audubon Facebook 
page in New England!

In memory of: William “Bill” Folsom
From: The Lightship Group, LLC

Providence Fire Fighters IAFF Local 799
West Warwick Senior High School
David and Robin Alcott
Marcia Allen
Margaret Anez
Marie Barrett
Ellen and Donald Buffington
Mary and Michael Cloutier
Jonathan Conklin
Sheryl Crowley
Clarence and Karyl Cunha
Patricia and Christian DeFrancesco
Mary DesGranges
Richard DesGranges
Jackson and Nanci Despres
Marybeth and Lawrence Dionne
Edward T. Downing
Karen Erickson
Mary Jane Fiorenzano
Thomas and Paula Gilmore
Kay Gruder
Stephen Hackett
Pamela Hadsell
Rebecca Horne
Daphne and William Hull-Ten Eyck
Maureen Kielbasa
Susan Lennon
Deborah Lewis
Nancy Manni
Steven and Patricia Marcaccio
Francis Martins
Janet McCraw and Tom Flesia
Susan McCraw-Helms
Lawrence and Louise Moulton
Kathleen O’Brien
Roger Pelser
Joanne Perez
Bruce Perry
Peter Radke
Carl and Lynne Romano
Marcia Sahagian
Dorothy Shackleton
Eric and Janice Smith
Mac and Susan Smith
Lois and Paul Soscia
John and Linda Stachelhaus
Linda Ujifusa
June and Robert Valenti
Ruth Waisanen
Thomas and Janet Wunderlich
Mary Young
Harmony Library Book Groups
Sheila Brown
Samuel and Deborah Ciotola
Thomas and Helen Ferguson
Gary and Gail Lynn
Harmony Library Discussion Groups	

audubonbirthdayparties.com

Go Wild!
Birthday Parties with Audubon 

Are as easy as 1-2-3!

1. Choose a location! 
2. Make it yours!
3. Have Fun! 

Audubon  Birthday  Parties

AUDUBON REMEMBERS

MARY JO MURRAY

Audubon lost long-time friend 
Mary Jo Murray on October 17, 

2019. With field guide and spotting 
scope in hand, she led the popular 
Audubon “Tuesday Morning Bird 
Walks” in South County for over 20 
years. Both experienced birders and 
novice newcomers were made to feel 
welcome. 

She was selected as the 2008 
Audubon Volunteer of the Year and 
was one of the most respected birders 
in Rhode Island.  Mary Jo will be 
remembered for her devotion to 
nature and her knowledge and love 
of birds. 
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A warm summer evening brought almost 300 guests to the Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium on August 22, 2019  

for AuduBonfire, our Member Appreciation Evening.  This annual event honors and thanks our members for their 

ongoing support. Guests walked the lighted trail to stations of bonfires where they toasted marshmallows, made 

s’mores, visited with live raptors and watched the sunset. They danced to live music, enjoyed a food truck, lawn games 

and more. Thank you to all who attended - we can’t wait to do it again next year!

Thank you to AuduBonfire Sponsors: Green Energy Consumers Alliance and Partridge Snow & Hahn LLP

Lit Up the Night!
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friend or recycle. Thank you.
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may send items that will be considered 
for publication to: Hope Foley, Managing 
Editor, Audubon Society of Rhode Island, 
12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI 02917 
or by email to hfoley@asri.org.
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Because of  you, 
the Osprey License Plate has 

provided hundreds of  
children with the opportunity to 
learn about nature. Thank you.

We are in a time of  climate crisis, and yet lately, 
I have been feeling hopeful. Across the globe, 

young people are becoming climate change lead-
ers, doing the hard work of  organizing. I am in awe 
of  Greta Thunberg, the 16-year old leader of  the 
climate change Sunrise Movement, channeling her 
anger about her endangered future towards activ-
ism on an international scale. On Friday, September 
20, I joined my Audubon colleagues and about 1000 
others to march in the Sunrise Movement’s climate 
strike. The crowd of  mostly young people gather-
ing in Burnside Park received encouragement from 
beeping horns and yells of  support from people 
passing by. Will this swell of  outrage from young 
people who will live with decades of  careless deci-
sions change the conversation at the Rhode Island 
State House this year?

I am hopeful, but I share Greta Thunberg’s skepti-
cism of  political support for environmental change. 
What we see too often is  platitudes or changes so 
incremental that they do nothing to alleviate the 
problems we are facing. Here in Rhode Island, the 
climate crisis seems to have very little impact on 
daily decisions made by our elected leaders and 
our government officials. Even when faced with a 
crisis like the unprecedented number of  mosquito 
borne EEE infections this summer, our government 
focused entirely on the immediate response (aerial 
spraying), while failing to raise alarms about the 
underlying temperature and precipitation changes 
that mean more mosquitoes in the coming years. 
Where is the long-term planning and invitation for 
public engagement on how mosquitoes can best be 
managed? Where are the linkages to other problems 
of  climate change? I would like to see a policy con-
versation about bees and beneficial insects and how 
we protect them while we manage the disease carry-
ing vectors.

We make decisions every day in our cities and 
towns throughout the state that should be taking cli-
mate impacts into account. Development decisions 
must consider the rising water predicted for the not 
too distant future. The Coastal Resources Manage-
ment Council has created an excellent suite of  tools 
to help visualize sea level rise and its impacts on the 
state. Their on-line Storm Tools mapping product 

allows anyone to visualize 1–12 feet of  sea level rise 
and storm surge and its impact on properties. When 
I read about proposals for a bus tunnel in Kennedy 
Plaza or the Fane tower, a 46-story residential high 
rise under review for construction in the I-195 land, 
I wonder what plans are being made for making 
these properties resilient to storms and rising seas. 

Audubon’s Issues Committee has agreed that the 
climate crisis is the top priority for our 2020 legis-
lative work. We will be supporting a suite of  bills 
that address the most pressing climate priorities.  
We will work to make our climate goals manda-
tory and enforcable economy wide. We will push to 
protect our critical forest resources. While we sup-
port the rapid deployment of  renewable energy in 
preferred locations, we will act to protect forests 
for their value as wildlife habitat, climate cooling 
properties, and greenhouse gas absorption. We will 
be supporting the 2020 Green Bond and will advo-
cate to ensure that it includes funds for resilience 
and land protection including forests. I know that 
we will face an up-hill battle at the statehouse where 
our leaders make environmental issues, even climate 
change, a low priority. But we will continue to advo-
cate in the spirit of  the Sunrise Movement: this is 
not about environmentalists vs. politicians, this is 
about all of  us as citizens of  this state. This is not 
about immediate development plans or budgetary 
growth, this is about what kind of  world we plan to 
leave to the next generation. Surely, we can all unite 
in hope for them. 

Organizing To Meet The Climate Crisis 
 Editorial by Meg Kerr, Senior Director of Policy

Spot the Beetle, Stop the Beetle
Help prevent the spread of  
Asian Longhorned Beetle. 
When hiking the trails,  
look for signs of the beetle. 

For more information  
on how to detect this 
destructive invasive 
insect, visit www.asri.org  
and click on “conservation.”

Audubon Staff at the Climate Strike in September from left: 
Paige Therien, Julius Lundy, Lisa Maloney, Tracey Hall 
and Amanda Tirocchi.
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Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium
1401 Hope Street, Bristol, RI

The Best 
Stockings are

 Stuffed by 
Audubon!

    Member 
Double Discount               
                       Days*

Members will receive 20% off  Gift Shop 
purchases from Nov 29 – Dec 1, 2019. 

Unique gifts can be found for every nature 
enthusiast on your list.

Field Guides and Nature Books
Bird Feeders and Seed 

Children’s Books and Toys 

*Cannot be combined with other discounts. Binoculars, clearance, 
commissioned items and art are excluded.

Audubon Society of Rhode Island
12 Sanderson Rd., Smithfield, RI 02917

Non Profit Org
US Postage Paid 

Audubon Society of RI

Audubon Society of Rhode Island
12 Sanderson Rd., Smithfield, RI 02917

Non Profit Org
US Postage Paid 

Audubon Society of RI

Rhode Island Birding Trails 

Over 60 Places to Watch Birds 
in the Ocean State
Published by the Audubon Society of Rhode Island

Three separate trails: Northern Rhode Island, 
Southern Rhode Island and East Bay and 
the Islands • All locations easily accessible

Find out where the birders ... bird!

Order Now $14.95 
Order your copy at ribirdingtrails.com  
or purchase at the Audubon Nature Shop in Bristol.A 
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AUDUBON’S SPONSOR-A-RAPTOR 2020
C A L E N D A R

A u d u b o n  S o c i e t y  o f  R h o d e  I s l a n d

Beautiful Rhode Island bird images taken by local photographers.

An Ideal Gift for Birding Enthusiasts!
$9.99/member, $14.95/non-member

Calendars are available at the Audubon Nature Shop in Bristol
or order online at http://bit.ly/2020AudubonCalendar

Now Available! 

Audubon 
2020 

Calendar


