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From the Desk of the Executive Ditector

The Canary in the Coal Mine

he changing climate is having a dramatic impact on wildlife populations and their habitats. The birds that Audubon was
founded to protect are now disappearing at an alarming rate. A study published last year found that since the 1970s, nearly
one in every three birds is gone. Even common species like sparrows and blackbirds are in decline. Much of this loss is due to
alterations in habitat, food webs, and species interactions resulting from climate change. And this problem is likely to get worse
without immediate action.
In response to these threats, Audubon’s new strategic plan is focused on addressing climate change. It is the complicating factor
affecting people and wildlife around the world: damage from extreme and more frequent flooding, heat waves, fire and draught.
One of our goals is to protect birds and their habitats to support species survival and adaptation through climate changes, with
the ultimate outcome of ensuring that “critical habitat on private and public lands is also protected, expanded and managed for
species diversity and human health.” Audubon plans to support and encourage Rhode Island landowners and managers to adopt
climate resilience practices using Audubon refuges as potential models for species and habitat protection strategies. To provide
solid on-the-ground science for this effort, we have appointed Dr. Charles Clarkson as Director of Avian Research. His work in
the upcoming years will be vital in studying and enhancing habitat for key species.
Birds are the proverbial canaries in the coal mine. We are looking to science to guide our conservation efforts and share suc-
cessful strategies with other landowners. The time to act is now.

Lawrence J. F. Taft
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Executive Director

In this Season of Giving, Please Consider a Gift to Nature

Your gift to the Audubon Society of Rhode Island improves the quality of life in our state for generations to come by conserv-
ing waters, forests, and grasslands through stewardship and education. What are your goals for charitable giving and what
arrangement can help you achieve them? Please call Jeff Hall, Audubon senior director of advancement at (401) 949-5454 ext.
3017, to discuss the many ways you can support Audubon.

TYPE OF GIFT | HOW TO MAKE THE GIFT BENEFITS

Establish a contract between

YOUR GOAL

yncrease your iharlF?blec (él/it you and Audubon that provides a cht(;le%ve a f(ll{cetd income for life
income nnuity ( ) | Fix ed, guaranteed income for life | V! immediate tax savings
Avoid double Retirement Name Audubon as a Avoid income and

taxation on retirement | Plan Assets residual beneficiary estate tax

of your IRA on unused portion

assets at death

Make an immediate gift | Outright Gift Contribute cash, securities or other | Obtain an income tax deduction

to charity personal property to Audubon and avoid capital gains tax
Leave a Legacy Bequest Name Audubon as a beneficiary Control assets until death
of your will or trust
Avoid capital gains tax Give the property to Audubon Receive an immediate income
on the sale of a home or | Real Estate or sell it to the Society at a tax deduction and avoid capital gains

other appropriate property bargain price tax

Make a significant gift | Life Insurance | Transfer a policy or name Obtain a potential income tax
at little cost to you Policy Audubon as a partial beneficiary | deduction
Donatine from Retirement Reduce taxable income from
- Give directly from your IRA Required Minimum Distributions
your IRA Assets (RMD)
Donate Stock Investments Donate appreciated stock Avoid capital gains fax and

receive a deduction for full
amount of stock sold
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By Todd McLeish
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Deirdre Robinson

Audubon Director of Avian Research Charles Clarkson (right) discusses field data with Audubon Council of Advisors member Steve Reinert.

Much has been reported in the news in the last two years about the
tremendous decline in bird populations around North America. Sci-
entists say that the continent has about 3 billion fewer breeding birds than
it did in 1970, and every ecosystem has been affected. Even species we
consider to be common, like the popular Dark-eyed Junco, has had an esti-
mated loss of about 175 million individuals from its population.

These statistics signal a broad crisis occurring throughout the natural
world. If birds are in trouble, then so are many other groups of wildlife.
And Rhode Island is not immune.

But the news is not all bad. The results of the Rhode Island Breeding
Bird Atlas, a five-year project to document the breeding distribution of
every bird species that nests in the Ocean State, confirmed that 150 species
breed here, just slightly less than were found during a similar effort in the
1980s. Led by Dr. Charles Clarkson, Audubon’s newly-appointed director
of avian research, and with the help of 240 volunteers, the atlas divided
the state into 165 blocks, each 10 square miles in size, to search every
nook and cranny of Rhode Island and document what bird species breed in
the state and where. It also collected data on wintering and migrating bird
populations.

Among the most notable results, several species were found to be breed-
ing in Rhode Island that were not documented during the previous atlas,
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including the Bald Eagle, Common Raven, Kentucky Warbler and Yellow-
bellied Sapsucker. In addition, a number of other species have expanded
their distribution in Rhode Island dramatically. Red-bellied Woodpeckers,
for instance, expanded from 4 blocks to 149, an increase of more than 3,600
percent. Carolina Wrens and Pileated Woodpeckers also experienced sig-
nificant expansions of their breeding range in the state since the first atlas.

The data on fall migration confirmed that large numbers of birds funnel
through Rhode Island every autumn, mostly through the forested regions
of the western part of the state. It also concluded that migrants amass along
the coast and quickly move on. The winter atlas similarly documented the
large populations of birds that are dependent on local habitats during the
colder months.

“The good news is that Rhode Island has a wealth of avian diversity still.
For a small state with a high human population density, Audubon and other
land trusts and conservation groups have done an exceptional job of con-
serving open space,” said Clarkson. “What’s wonderful about that is that
it presents an opportunity to utilize the data from the atlas to effectively
manage those populations.

“Now we know where the birds are, the habitats they prefer, roughly
how many individuals are breeding, and which species are wintering and

Please turn to page 5



RIBREEDING BIRD ATLAS

Bird species dependent on Among those species that are
in decline — both locally and

Species found to be breeding Early successional specialists —

in Rhode Island that were not species that prefer shrubby areas grassland habitat continue to

documented during the previ- with young trees — are threatened face difficulties as that habitat nationally — are the aerial

ous Atlas (1982 -1987) include due to habitat loss. Birds include declines. Birds include Bobo- insectivore. Birds include
the Bald Eagle, Common Blue-winged and Prairie War- links, meadowlarks, Savannah swallows and swifts that feed

Raven, Kentucky Warbler, and blers, Indigo Buntings, Eastern Sparrows and bobwhites. exclusively on insects that they
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. Towhees and Gray Catbirds. catch while they are flying.
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migrating here,” he added. “Now we can apply what we know in the most
effective way possible. We can ask additional questions on some species
and focus conservation and land management on other species that are not
doing so well.”

Among those that are not doing so well — both locally and nationally —
are the aerial insectivores, those species like swallows and swifts that feed
exclusively on insects that they catch while they are flying. Although some
species of aerial insectivores remain common, they aren’t nearly as com-
mon as they used to be. Bank Swallows, for example, have declined about
3.7 percent per year in Rhode Island since 1966, when Breeding Bird Sur-
veys began, and Barn Swallow numbers have dropped 1.4 percent per year.

“The key is to make sure that Audubon’s manage-
ment and conservation efforts for all species are
multi-faceted. There’s no one thing you can do to
help bird populations. Management plans have
to be multi-disciplinary and spread across various

realms of research.”
— Dr. Chatrles Clarkson

“There’s lots of conjecture about what’s causing these declines,” said
Clarkson. “It could be the large-scale applications of pesticides, and climate
change is probably adding to the problem as well.”

The changing climate is raising the prospect of a what scientists call a
phenological mismatch, when birds arrive either before or after the food
they depend on is available in the quantities they require. The impact of this
mismatch is affecting birds differently, depending on how far they migrate.

“If we experience warming earlier in a given year, the short-distance
migrants are capable of detecting that signal and adjusting their arrival dates
to coincide with the changes in the weather,” explained Clarkson. “But the
long-distance migrants — the neotropical migrants like warblers, vireos and
orioles — don’t recognize those changes and so are unable to adjust their
arrival times, and they’re the ones that will experience the largest declines
due to this phenological mismatch.”

Clarkson said that numerous studies have shown that the aerial insec-
tivores are capable of beginning their migration early in response to the
changing climate and arriving in the Northeast to initiate breeding earlier
than usual. But that early arrival brings risks as well.

“We’re also experiencing a more aberrant climate, with abnormal cold
snaps early in the year, and even a single cold snap in spring can be enough
to reduce the overall nesting success of a breeding swallow colony by a
huge amount,” he said. “So, when the birds show up a little early, they’re
more likely to experience a cold snap, which means that there will likely
be no aerial insects available to them during those cold days. A single day
without enough food to feed their nestlings is enough to have a dramatically
negative effect on these birds.”

Clarkson also noted that bird species dependent on grassland habitat con-
tinue to face difficulties as that habitat declines. Grassland birds include
such species as Bobolinks, meadowlarks, Savannah Sparrows and bob-
whites, the latter of which appears to have been extirpated from Rhode
Island as a breeding species. Early successional specialists — species that
prefer shrubby areas with young trees before they mature into dense forest
— are also threatened due to habitat loss. These species include Blue-winged
and Prairie Warblers, Indigo Buntings, Eastern Towhees and Gray Catbirds.

“Just like has happened across most of eastern North America, declining
agriculture tends to turn farm fields into mature forest.” said Clarkson. “The

Please turn to page 14
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RED-EYED VIREO

Not every species of bird in the region is experiencing
population declines. Red-eyed Vireos, in particular, are
bucking the trend, even though no one can say why.
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“The Red-eyed Vireo is an insect-eating species, and while
we’ve seen declines among the bulk of other insect-eating
birds, its population trend is increasing across most of its
range in eastern North America,” said Clarkson. “The ques-
tion is why and we don’t know. It’s one of those species for
which more data needs to be collected.”

Data from the national Breeding Bird Survey, collected
every year since 1966, has found no change in their abun-
dance. And the Rhode Island Breeding Bird Atlas indicates
that densities of Red-eyed Vireos in the Ocean State are as
high as 277 individuals per square kilometer, meaning the
state’s population is greater than 188,000. The bird was con-
firmed breeding in 73 of 166 atlas blocks in the state, up from
39 blocks in the first atlas.

One potential explanation for why the vireos have not
declined — even though most species that eat the same food
and live in the same habitat are in trouble — has to do with
mercury.

“Small songbirds that eat insects accumulate mercury in
their tissues, and mercury has a detrimental effect on their
physiology,” said Clarkson. “But Red-eyed Vireos haven’t
experienced a change in their mercury levels over time. Rusty
Blackbirds, for instance, had a 17-fold increase in mercury,
but Red-eyed Vireos have had no change. That leads us to
think that there must be some kind of relationship between
mercury accumulation and overall decline.”



HOPE 1S THE THING
WITH FEATHERS

By Deirdre Robinson
Saltmarsh Sparrow Research Initiative

Saltmarsh Sparrows demonstrate high fidelity to their breeding marsh and return from their wintering grounds to construct nests that are usually quite close to nest

locations from previous years.

are events in the natural world can inspire awe and offer hope. Such is

the case with one particular Saltmarsh Sparrow (Ammospiza caudacu-
tus) that hatched on July 7, 2019 at Jacob's Point in Warren, RI. Its story
is representative of the struggle of the species, which has survived as an
obligate salt marsh specialist for millennia. With climate change upon us,
rising tides are flooding coastal marshes with greater frequency and spar-
row nests and populations are being negatively impacted.

The Saltmarsh Sparrow nests on the ground, and escapes from predators
by running rather than flying. The species has only a rudimentary "song,"
does not defend territories, and breeds nowhere else in the world except
in healthy coastal marshes from Virginia to Maine. The female sparrow is
among the hardest working of birds. She alone constructs the nest, incu-
bates the eggs, and feeds and defends the chicks while they are nestlings
— and even after they fledge. Her perseverance is rewarded only when the
nesting cycle is not impacted by a period of flooding.

The female sparrow mentioned above offered a rare glimmer of hope
for me and other members of the Saltmarsh Sparrow Research Initiative
(SSRI). We are bearing witness to the extinction of an extraordinary spe-

cies and have committed to document the breeding ecology of this sparrow
over a five-year period. The SSRI is a small team of volunteers and student
interns who arrive before sunrise from May through August to set up mist
nets in the marsh to safely capture these sparrows for the purpose of band-
ing and recording measurements. Much of our time is spent searching for
their teacup-size nests within the 35-acre marsh at Jacob’s Point in Warren,
which abuts the boardwalk at the Audubon Claire D. McIntosh Wildlife
Refuge in Bristol.

On June 25, 2019, members flushed a female from her nest. It was cam-
ouflaged by a dome that she had woven of living marsh grasses. She was
incubating five eggs, rather than the usual two to four eggs per nest, per-
haps hedging her bets despite the energy costs of feeding more nestlings.

The female continued to incubate her nest for the next nine days, until a
flooding tide washed three eggs out of the nest. On July 7, only one chick
and one egg remained in the flattened nest.

Our field notes on July 11th recorded that the hatchling was "alive... but
not as robust as yesterday." The remaining egg was cold and never hatched.
We took pictures of the chick "hugging" the egg in her nest for the next two
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days, and described her as "alive, but weak".

On day 6, we were concerned that the hatchling's mother had not been
seen for several days; perhaps she had been killed by a predator or had aban-
doned her disheveled nest? We debated whether to apply any leg bands at all
to the nestling, since it was unlikely that she would live through the summer.
We made the decision to adhere to our research protocol, and proceeded to
band the chick.

On her right leg, we applied a Purple color band above a uniquely num-
bered aluminum ID band (designated as X by banding convention). On her
left leg, we applied one Orange color band. Her banding code thus became
PuX O and her USGS band number was 2811-22106.

Any optimism faded the next day when we found the chick shivering out-
side of her protective nest, two to three days earlier than expected. Two
days after that, we could not locate her. My mind explored the competing
concepts of attachment and scientific objectivity. One cannot study Salt-
marsh Sparrows without developing tremendous respect for their struggle
to survive against great odds. There is no switch within their DNA that can
be flipped to allow them to adapt to an environment that is changing at warp
speed. Documenting the declining status of an endangered species can water
seeds of pessimism.

“Bird banders live for this moment. It’s exhilarating
to receive a message from hundreds of miles away
conveying that a bird banded years ago has been
re-sighted or re-captured, and is alive and well.”

— Deirdre Robinson

My thoughts were interrupted by the unmistakable chipping sound of a
female Saltmarsh Sparrow communicating to her fledgling. I quietly backed
away and crouched behind a high-tide bush to watch through binoculars.
She perched on a branch with larvae in her bill, disappeared into the under-
brush briefly, then flew out with an empty beak, revealing the chick's loca-
tion. Eureka! (So much for scientific detachment.)

At nine days old and well-feathered, the fledgling successfully launched
on the 50th Anniversary of the first manned Apollo 11 launch to the moon.
These two feats seem equally impressive to me, and we named her Apollo.

Fast-forward to 2021: Marae Coxey Lindquist, a Ph.D. student at Uni-
versity of North Carolina, Wilmington, captured a bird with PuX O bands
on February 6, 2021, at Hammocks Beach State Park in Onslow County,
NC. This is approximately 700 miles from where this sparrow hatched in
Warren, RI. Lindquist and her research partner, Evangeline Buckland, have
been studying Seaside and Saltmarsh Sparrows on their wintering grounds
in Southeast North Carolina since 2019.

Bird banders live for this moment. It’s exhilarating to receive a message
from hundreds of miles away conveying that a bird banded years ago has
been re-sighted or re-captured, and is alive and well. This is a rare event,
made more remarkable since this bird was banded as a nestling, whose early
history was well known. Marae sent a picture of Apollo and shared mea-
surements of her weight, wing chord, and bill length. Apollo was apparently
thriving in her wintering grounds.

Just how rare is this recapture? Based upon the historical records of
banded birds acquired from the federal Bird Banding Laboratory, a total
of 20,211 Saltmarsh Sparrows have been banded since 1960. How many of
these were banded as nestlings and recaptured as adults hundreds of miles
south on their wintering grounds? Exactly 3 out of 20,211.

We have won the lottery twice at Jacob's Point. In 2016, while down-

Please turn to page 23
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a. Hatchling recorded as alive, but weak. The remaining egg never hatched.

b. Young Saltmarsh Sparrow at nine days and well-feathered.

c. From left, Jim O’Neill, Deirdre Robinson, and Audubon Council of Advisors
Member Steve Reinert in the field.

d. Audubon Educator lanna Szewczok volunteers with the initiative.
e. Jim O’Neill behind the lens.
[ Joel Eckerson in the field during Saltmarsh Sparrow research.
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WHAT CAN YOU DO
T0 HELP PROTECT BIRDS?

our actions at home and in your community can make a

difference in bird conservation. The list below can get you
started on making smart choices and taking simple actions
to help protect our feathered friends.

Simple with Immediate Results:

e Put UV decals on your windows. An estimated
one billion birds die each year from window
strikes in the U.S alone. Decals can be pur-
chased at the Audubon Nature Shop in Bristol.

¢ Keep your cats indoors. Domestic and feral
cats kill approximately 2.4 billion birds each
year in the U.S. alone. Cat predation is close
to habitat loss as a main driver in bird popula-
tion declines.

¢ Provide foraging and nesting habitat. Provid-
ing stocked feeders, native plants, nest boxes,
and ample shrub-habitat will allow your local
birds to feed more efficiently, avoid predation,
and nest successfully.

¢ If you feed birds, it is better to continue doing
so during inclement weather events to provide
extra nourishment for birds that may become
stressed. Stocked feeders may also be used
by migratory birds en route to breeding and
wintering grounds. Visit the Audubon Nature
Shop in Bristol for a wide selection of feeders
and seed.

Easy and Effective:

¢ Purchase certified bird friendly coffee. Pur-
chase coffee that has been certified “bird
friendly” by the Smithsonian Migratory Bird
Institute. This coffee is produced without the
removal of rainforest habitat, which is critically
important for migratory birds.

¢ Avoid the use of pesticides, herbicides, and
fungicides in your yard. The vast majority of
birds consume insects, particularly during the
breeding season. Applying pesticides to your
lawn can have severe negative impacts on
birds, including death.

¢ Contribute to long-term, citizen science proj-
ects. Cornell Lab of Ornithology collects data
from citizen scientists all over the world and
uses these data to create maps depicting bird
abundance, distribution, and climate-change
driven population fluctuations. Collecting and
reporting data is easy. Visit the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology website for more info.

¢ Instill a sense of awe in a child. Do you have
children? ...grandchildren? ...neighborhood
kids? Take a child birding or for a simple
nature walk. Kids are the next generation of
conservationists. Getting them excited about
nature and birds will pay dividends as they
come into positions of power later in life.
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Purposeful and Very Effective:

By Dr. Charles Clarkson, Audubon Director of Avian Research

® Donate to Audubon to conserve birds and

habitats. Donating money to Audubon can go
a long way towards the conservation of habi-
tats and declining bird populations in Rhode
Island. Audubon makes it easy to donate
online. Visit asri.org/donate.

Talk to your neighbors about managing their
yards. Consider planning with neighbors to
provide birds with continuous habitat across
both of your properties. Encourage them

to plant native vegetation, keep their trees
standing, avoid mowing fields until after
breeding season has ended, and provide
feeders for birds.

Stop using plastics. Avoiding plastics is very
difficult to do in modern society, but look for
alternatives that are made from glass and alu-
minum. They are far more recyclable and don't

cause as much harm to the environment.

\ g LA
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Whooo is Making All That Racket? Owls on the Refuge

By Laura Carberry

ast night while walking my dog, I could hear a chorus of Barred Owls calling back and forth.

Tonight, it sounded more like a party with three owls whooping it up. They made monkey-like
sounds along with the traditional call “Who cooks for you? Who cooks for you-all?”” The owls contin-
ued for over 20 minutes before they flew off, most likely in search of food. Soon those owls will be
looking for mates or renewing the bonds with their life-long partners. They will be setting up territories
for their nesting sites and defending them vigorously with those hoots. But in early fall we often hear
Barred Owls living it up, as this year’s young are getting ready to head out on their own.

The most common reason we hear owls hooting is that they are defending territories and searching
for mates. But owls make a lot of other calls and sounds. Young owlets cry and beg for food with whines
and clatters. Some owls let out blood-curdling screams when they feel threatened. And often you can
hear the clack of a beak if you are too close to the bird or the nest.

The three most commonly found owls in Rhode Island and our neighboring states are the Great
Horned Owl, the Barred Owl and the Eastern Screech Owl. The Great Horned Owl’s song is the most
recognized as it is commonly heard in our favorite TV shows and in movies. The traditional ‘hoo-
h’Hoo-hoo-hoo’ can be heard in almost every habitat in Rhode Island, including cities. These owls
are known for their duet call where both the male and female sing back and forth to each other. Even
though the male is smaller than his female partner, his voice is deeper because of his large voice box.
The smaller Eastern Screech Owl is known for its horse-like whinny song or its rattle call when it feels
threatened. The Barred Owl has a wide variety of hoots and songs. They are the most vocal of the group
and can even be heard singing during the day.

These three owls start setting up their territory and finding mates in late January through March. The
Great Horned Owl starts the earliest and the Eastern Screech is last. Each species lays one to four eggs,
although the Screech Owl can lay up to six! The female owl will sit on the eggs for approximately 30
days and the male will bring her food during this time. Once the young hatch, both parents will hunt
and feed the owlets. Young owls will fledge anywhere between 26 to 42 days, depending on the species.
Great Horned Owls take much longer to mature due to their size. All owlets continue to be cared for
after they fledge, with parents bringing them food away from the nest. Screech owls will stay with their
parents 8 to 10 weeks after fledging, while Barred Owls can stay with their families for up to 4 months.

Interested in helping these raptors? If you have Eastern Screech Owls in your area, try putting up a
nesting box. Barred Owls are often attracted to hollowed out trees for nesting, so leaving these in place
might offer them a home. And remember never to poison mice or other wildlife as these may end up as
dinner for owls and could possibly kill the birds and their young.

Interested in learning more about the owls in our area? Please join Audubon for one of the many owl
programs that we offer around the state. Happy owling!

A Year of Nature in Newport

Audubon Partners with Newport’s Martin Luther King Community Center

udubon has partnered with the Martin Luther King
Community Center (MLKCC) in Newport for a year
to bring nature stories, science programs, outdoor explora-
tions, and animal ambassadors to Pre-K classrooms, sum-
mer camps, and after-school sessions for older children.
These children also receive an Audubon Nature Kit of their
own to use for outdoor explorations with family and friends. Kits include magnifiers, bug boxes,
field guides and other exploration tools.
We look forward to another year of partnership and nature in the city with children at the
MLKCC. More nature walks, animal ambassadors, science programs and outdoor explorations
await!

# Dr. Marrin Lutser King J&.
CommuniTy CENTER

Audubon would like to thank Mary Ann Cofrin for her generous support of this partnership.
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Audubon educator Mark Saunders introduces a
snake to students at MLKCC.
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Double Discount
Days:

December 4 & 5, 2021

. . . . . Audubon Nature Gift Shop, Bristol.

Sometimes you can't go outside to explore nature, but you can still learn about plants and animals through indoor play. :
Please present your membership card

Nature-themed puzzles, games, books and building projects make wonderful gifts for the holiday season and bring families for discount. Offer does not apply

and friends together for hours of fun! The toys and books listed below are available at the Audubon Nature Shop in Bristol. i @ °”“”§_ Storel' sale items,
or binoculars.
Stop in and browse, shop online at asri.org/natureshop or call 401-949-5454 ext.3118.
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Put the pieces together to make colorful pictures of Always fun to play, engaging games bring friends and
animals and habitats. families together to learn about nature!
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Try your hand Play Bird Bingo  Go fishing with Help bees
A bear-shaped woodland The Towering Tree Learn fun facts at animal or leaf with the magnets to make honey
puzzle provides hours of fun. Puzzle highlights  about birds with this Memory Games!  whole family. catch creatures in the Hanna
Ages 7+ woodland wildlife.  35-piece tray puzzle. Ages 4+ All ages of the sea. Honeybee game!
Ages 4+ Ages 3+ Ages 3+ Ages 3-4

BUilding ACTiViTi€ES - BOOKS FBOR
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Practice stacking, balancing, and designing while you play! vouns nnTuRn"sTs

BACKYARD BiRDS OF RHODE iSLAND

COLORiING BooK
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Learn how insects help
the environment by

A wonderful tale

Discover the backyard

The Foxy Meadow Terra Kids provides Build and hang this birds of Rhode Island following a busy bee of a girl heading
stacking game can be connectors to build with insect hotel and with Audubon'’s in this peek-through out to find an owl
used for free play or as natural objects. watch for visitors! Coloring Book by picture book for in the light of

a game. Ages 2+ Ages 8+ Ages 8+ Jerry Shippee. young children. the moon.
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AUDUBON NATURE TOURS & PROGRAMS

December 2021 - February 2022 For more information and to register, visit the events calendar at www.asri.org.

SAFETY NOTICE:

BIRDING WITH AUDUBON

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIRD WALKS

Advance registration is required. Locations determined weekly and will

be sent to registered participants in advance.

Every Wednesday through June 2022.

DUCKS AND WATERFOWL ID CLASS: VIRTUAL PROGRAM
A great class to pair with the Winter Birding Van Trip on December 11, 2021.

December 9, 2021; 6:30-7:30 pm.

WINTER BIRDING VAN TRIP:

WATERFOWL AND SEABIRDS AT THE SHORE

Van trip to coastal habitats in search of winter waterfowl and seabirds.
Departs from Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge, 99 Pardon Joslin Road,
Exeter, RI; December 11, 2021; 8:00 am—4:00 pm.

WINTER BIG DAY 2022

How many species can we find? This popular program has become a
Rhode Island tradition. Departs from Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge,
99 Pardon Joslin Road, Exeter, RI; January 8, 2022; 8:00 am—5:00 pm.

WINTER WALK ON MOONSTONE BEACH
Moonstone Beach Road, South Kingstown, RI;

January 15, 2022; 12:30-2:30 pm.

WINTER BIRDING AT FORT REFUGE
Fort Wildlife Refuge, (Rt. 5), 1443 Providence Pike, North Smithfield, RI;
January 22, 2022; 10:00 am~12:00 pm.

WINTER BIRDING AT CARATUNK
Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, 301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA;
February 23, 2022; 10:00 am—12:00 pm.

DECEMBER SCHOOL VACATION WEEK

Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium, Bristol, RI
December 27-30, 2021; 10:00 am—3:00 pm.

Bring the kids and discover how animals survive in winter, dissect an
owl pellet, or try your hand at cartooning! Visit the events calendar at
www.asri.org for details and to register for special programs.
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Masks are required during indoor programs and van trips for those who have not been vaccinated for COVID-19, including children.

OWL PROWLS
AND PROGRAMS

OWLING AT FISHERVILLE BROOK

Two Dates Offered. Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge,
99 Pardon Joslin Road, Exeter, RI;

December 3, 2021, January 21, 2022; 7:00-9:00 pm.

OWLS OF NEW ENGLAND LECTURE

Learn about our native owls, hear their calls, and meet a live owl.
Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, 12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI;
December 9, 2021; 6:30-8:00 pm.

Ed hughes

PROWL FOR OWLS AT FORT REFUGE
Two Dates Offered. Fort Nature Refuge, (Rt. 5), 1443 Providence Pike,
North Smithfield, RI; December 16, 2021, January 13, 2022; 7:00-9:00 pm.

PROWL FOR OWLS AT CARATUNK
Two Dates Offered. Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, 301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA;
December 29, 2021, January 28, February 25, 2022; 6:30 pm—8:30 pm.

OWLS AND ALES

Two Dates Offered. Learn about owls, enjoy local brews, and take a guided
walk on the trails. Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium, 1401 Hope Street,
Bristol, RI; January 15, February 26, 2022; 6:30-8:30 pm.

OWL PROWL AT POWDER MILL LEDGES
Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, 12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI;
February 17, 2022; 7:00-9:00 pm.

CELEBRATE THE SEASON!

AUDUBON HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR

Find the perfect gifts for the nature enthusiast on your list! Jewelry,
photography, ornaments, stationery and other locally made treats will be
available. Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, Smithfield, RI;

December 4, 2021; 10:00 am—4:00 pm.

WINTER FAIRY DECORATIONS

Create a winter fairy scene inside of an air plant hanger!
Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium, Bristol, RI;
December 11, 2021; 6:00-7:30 pm.

WILDLIFE WREATH MAKING
Make a winter wreath that is attractive and edible to birds.
Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, Smithfield, RI;

December 18, 2021; 10:00 am—12:00 pm.




AUDUBON NATURE CENTER AND AQUARIUM

1401 Hope Street (Route 114), Bristol, RI

PROGRAMS, LECTURES & WORKSHOPS FOR ADULTS

NATURAL LIP BALM WORKSHOP
December 5, 2021; 11:00 am—12:00 pm.

WINTER FAIRY DECORATIONS
December 11, 2021; 6:00-7:30 pm.

NATURAL JEWELRY WORKSHOP
December 12, 2021; 1:00-3:00 pm.

SEA GLASS JEWELRY WORKSHOP
Two Dates Offered.

December 18, 2021, February 12, 2022; 1:00-2:30 pm.

TENACIOUS WOMEN: A HISTORY OF
PRESERVATION IN NEW ENGLAND
Lecture by Leigh Schoberth, Senior Preservation
Services Manager at Historic New England.
January 23, 2022; 1:00-2:00 pm.

OWLS AND ALES
Two Dates Offered.
January 15, February 26, 2022; 6:30-8:30 pm.

FAMILY PROGRAMS & CLASSES FOR CHILDREN

AUDUBON TRIVIA NIGHT
Join an evening of bird-themed trivia!
January 29, 2022; 7:00-8:00 pm.

VALENTINE CARD CRAFTING WORKSHOP

February 6, 2022; 1:00-3:00 pm.

OSPREY MONITOR
TRAINING

February 13, 2022;
12:00-3:00 pm.

FAMILY GAME NIGHT
WITH AUDUBON

An evening of games, snacks,
and fun prizes!

February 18, 2022; 7:00-9:00 pm.

WORKSHOP:
MEDICINAL PLANTS
FOR NATIVE POLLINATORS
February 20, 2022; 1:00-2:00 pm.

CITIZENS BANK FREE FAMILY FUN DAY
December 4, 2021, January 8, February 5, 2022;
10:00 am-3:00 pm.

Thanks to Citizens Bank, the Nature Center and

Aquarium is open free to the public the first Saturday

of every month. No need to register!
10:00 am—3:00 pm: Take-home Craft Bags
10:00 am: Nature Story

11:00 am and 2:00 pm: Animal Interviews
1:00 pm: Special Programs

CARTOONING WITH JERRY SHIPPEE
December 29, 2021; 1:00—1:45 pm.

~
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LI'L PEEPS

This popular program introduces children ages 18
months to 2 years to the delights of nature.

January 13, 20, 27, February 2, 10, 2022; 10:00-10:45 am.

STORIES IN THE STARS
February 10, 2022; 7:00-8:00 pm.

FEBRUARY SCHOOL VACATION WEEK
Cook up treats for our feathered friends, learn all
about animal tracks, and more! Visit the events
calendar at www.asri.org for details.

February 21-25, 2022; 10:00 am—3:00 pm

FAMILY GAME NIGHT WITH AUDUBON

Join Audubon for an evening of games, snacks, and
prizes! February 18, 2022; 7:00-9:00 pm.

CARATUNK
WILDLIFE
REFUGE

301 Brown Avenue,
Seekonk, MA

FULL MOON HIKE

Two Dates Offered.

December 18, 2021, February 16, 2022;
4:30-6:30 pm.

MEET A RAPTOR
Come learn all about raptors, explore
biofacts, and meet a live raptor.

January 8, 2022; 1:00-3:00 pm.

MUSKRATS, OTTERS,
AND MORE!
January 23, 2022; 4:30-6:30 pm.

FELTING WORKSHOP:
MAKE AN OWL!
January 23, 2022; 1:00-2:30 pm.

PROWL FOR OWLS

AT CARATUNK

Three Dates Offered.
December 29, 2021, January 28,
February 25, 2022; 6:30-8:30 pm.

OSPREY MONITOR TRAINING
February 6, 2022, 12:00-3:00 pm.

WHITE BARN STORY TIME
WITH A LIVE OWL
February 19, 2022; 11:00 am—12:00 pm.

TRACKING ANIMALS
IN WINTER
February 22, 2022; 10:00 am—12:00 pm.

WINTER BIRDING
AT CARATUNK
February 23, 2022; 10:00 am—12:00 pm.

HERBAL TEA BLENDING
February 26, 2022; 10:00 am—12:00 pm.

Jason Majo

Register online through the events calendar at www.asri.org or call (401) 949-5454 ext. 3014.

Audubon Society of Rhode Island * www.asri.org



FORT WILDLIFE REFUGE POWDER MILL LEDGES
1443 Providence Pike (Route 5), North Smithfield, RT WILD LIFE REFUGE

12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI

PROWL FOR OWLS
Two Dates Offered.
December 16, 2021, January 13, 2022; 7:00-9:00 pm.

AUDUBON HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR
December 4, 2021; 10:00 am—4:00 pm.

SNOWSHOEING
February 12, 2022; 10:00 am—12:00 pm. LET'S TAKE A WALK!

Monthly family program with varying nature themes.
December 7, 2021, January 4, February 1, 2022; 10:00-11:00 am.

WINTER BIRDING
January 22, 2022; 10:00 am—12:00 pm.

WILDLIFE WREATH MAKING
December 18, 2021; 10:00 am—12:00 pm.

ANIMAL TRACKS AND SIGNS

LSO AT LIS 140101 Jovuary 8, 022 0410 .
WILDLIFE REFUGE -
OWLS OF NEW ENGLAND LECTURE

99 Pardon Joslin Road, Exeter, RI December 9, 2021; 6:30-8:00 pm

INTRODUCTION TO ANIMAL TRACKING

OWLING AT FISHERVILLE BROOK Jansuary 8, 2022; 10:00 am—12:00 prm.

Two Dates Offered.
December 3, 2021, January 21, 2022; 7:00-9:00 pm.

FAMILY WINTER WALK
January 15, 2022; 2:00—4:00 pm.

WINTER BIRDING VAN TRIP:
WATERFOWL AND SEABIRDS AT THE
SHORE

Departs from Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge,
December 11, 2021; 8:00 am—4:00 pm.

OWL PROWL
February 17, 2022; 7:00-9:00 pm.

HECTOR THE MISUNDERSTOOD SNAKE: *

WINTER BIG DAY 2022 Story and Meet a Live Snake
How many bird species can we find? This popular program has become b)WY e e

a Rhode Island tradition. Departs from Fisherville Brook Wildlife
Refuge. January 8, 2022; 8:00 am—5:00 pm. TURTLES ARE TERRIFIC! *
February 22, 2022; 2:00-3:30 pm.

SNOWSHOEING BY THE FULL MOON
February 16, 2022; 6:30-8:30 pm. IN GRANDPA'S SUGARBUSH: STORY & MAPLE ACTIVITIES *

February 23, 2022; 11:00 am—12:00 pm.

COLONIAL CANDLEMAKING *
February 23, 2022; 2:00-3:30 pm.

GRANDMOTHER SPIDER BRINGS THE SUN *
Story and Spider Craft
February 24, 2022; 11:00 am—12:00 pm.

BUILD A BLUEBIRD HOUSE *
February 24, 2022; 2:00-3:30 pm.

PRUDENCE ISLAND

Narragansett Bay National Estuarine
Research Reserve, Prudence Island, RI

Ed Hughes

HAWK ENCOUNTER *
February 25, 2022; 11:00 am—12:00 pm.

WINTER WILDLIFE ON PRUDENCE ISLAND

Two Dates Offered. Observe harbor seals and search for

WHO'S BEEN HERE? ANIMAL SIGNS *
February 25, 2022; 2:00-3:30 pm.

waterfowl in the protected coves of Prudence.

December 4, 2021, March 2, 2022; 9:45 am-4:45 pm.

PRUDENCE ISLAND PRIVATE ADVENTURE
WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY

Spend the day exploring Prudence Island on a private
tour. Contact: Maureen.Dewire@dem.ri.gov or by phone
at 401.683.1478.

Register online through the events calendar at www.asri.org or call (401) 949-5454 ext. 3014.
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The State of Rhode Island's Birds

Continued from page 5

question is, do we manage lands for the creation and maintenance of grass-
lands and early successional habitats, or do we let them success into mature
forest? We were a state that was nearly all forested prior to European settle-
ment, and then much of Rhode Island was cleared for agriculture, and now
it’s trending back toward forest again. While grassland and early succes-
sional species are in decline in Rhode Island, we need to also pay attention
to what’s happening with them at a more regional scale.”

Clarkson will be conducting research and providing recommendations for
managing habitat on Audubon’s properties — as well as other protected lands
around the state - with a focus not just on Rhode Island birds but on the birds
that are contributing to regional populations. In his new position at Audu-
bon, he intends to also work with other birding and conservation groups
around the Northeast to better understand how bird populations are trending
throughout the region and focus efforts on supporting conservation efforts
from a wider perspective.

“I also want to borrow an idea from Vermont Audubon that they call
‘responsibility birds,”” Clarkson said. “We need to acknowledge that some
species of migrants have 90 percent of their global breeding population in
the Northeast, and it’s our responsibility to ensure that conditions never get
to the point where we have to be reactive in our conservation. We shouldn’t
wait until things get bad before we start to work toward making things better
for those species. We need to pay attention to what they need, where their
hotspots of abundance are, and make sure the resources they depend on are
available in perpetuity.”

The Great Crested Flycatcher is one example of a responsibility bird. It’s
a long-distance migrant and the only member of its genus that breeds in the
Northeast. Its population is currently stable, and it is considered a low con-
servation concern. But there are aspects of its biology that make it an ideal
candidate for proactive management, including the fact that it nests in tree
cavities.

“Anything we can do now to ensure its continued success in Rhode Island
is likely to require minimal conservation effort, whereas waiting until the
species is in decline would likely result in large-scale conservation plans and
lots of money and manpower,” said Clarkson.

“The key is to make sure that Audubon’s management and conserva-
tion efforts for all species are multi-faceted,” he added. “There’s no one
thing you can do to help bird populations. Management plans have to be
multi-disciplinary and spread across various realms of research. You have to
understand habitats, biochemistry, hydrology, climate change and other fac-
tors. All must be taken into consideration for every single species to achieve
successful conservation.”
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MYSTERIOUS BIRD DISEASE

hen backyard birds like Blue Jays, Black-capped Chickadees

and American Robins were found dead and dying in large
numbers in the Mid-Atlantic States last May, wildlife officials up
and down the Eastern Seaboard became alarmed. As the problem
expanded to Pennsylvania, Illinois and elsewhere and no cause
could be identified, Audubon and the Rhode Island Department
of Environmental Management urged residents with bird feeders
to temporarily remove their feeders so as not to exacerbate the
problem.
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“If the disease is contagious, then bird feeders are places where
birds congregate and can spread disease from one to another.
Removing feeders eliminates that congregation and potential
spread,” explained John Herbert, a DEM wildlife biologist. “It
could be similar to the bacterial infection that frequently infects
the eyes of house finches and that can easily spread. So, the first
step when you see a disease like that is to take down feeders so the
birds can spread out and don’t congregate in one single location.”

The disease appeared to dissipate as the summer progressed,
and it never reached the New England states, but Herbert said that
Rhode Islanders should remain alert for it, especially next spring.
“We don’t know enough about it to know whether it will return
again,” he said. “But it mostly affected young birds — nestlings and
fledglings — and slowed after the breeding season, so we need to be
prepared for it next breeding season.”

Whether or not this particular disease returns, Herbert advised
that bird feeders be cleaned frequently throughout the year to
reduce the potential spread of all diseases. He also said that one of
the best ways to help local bird species is through the planting of
native plants and shrubs.

“When our chickadees are raising their young, the most benefi-
cial food for them is caterpillars, and caterpillars are more abundant
when they have native plants in the yard,” Herbert said. “Native
plants also provide fruit throughout the summer and into the win-
ter, and they attract insects. They get a healthy food web going.”

To learn more about native plants appropriate for planting in
Rhode Island, visit audubon.org/plantsforbirds or web.uri.edu/
rinativeplants.

Audubon Society of Rhode Island * www.asri.org



Report ® Volume 55 * No. 4 * November 2021

Sponsor-a-Raptor:

The PERFECT Holiday Gitft.

lease consider sponsoring one of Audubon’s avian ambassadors %

this holiday season. Your gift helps to feed, shelter, and provide 4%%
veterinary care for these amazing raptors. Our staff expertise, diets 4%‘
and special care for these previously injured birds costs Audubon §
thousands of dollars each year. @:‘

Select a species you wish to sponsor and you will receive an official
certificate and fact sheet on the bird you choose.

& &
Common RV Sterp Screec‘“’g

S~ =S =

Visit asri.org and click on “Learn” and “Audubon Ambassadors” or call (401) 949-5454 ext. 3018
Sponsorships make wonderful gifts for nature enthusiasts.

Summer Camp Scholarship Donors! WE cA N H E LI
The generous donors noted below sent 12 children to summer

camp through the Audubon Camp Scholarship Program. These

campers explored field and shore habitats as well as Audubon’s HEBE

large pollinator garden. They made nature discoveries, hiked,
visited with live animals, made messy crafts and much more.

Thank you for allowing these children to experience nature this . 2 g

WHEN YOU
HELP US.

summer. Over $3,000 in camp scholarships were awarded.

¢ Lavinia Conners

* Peter A. Tassia and Maija Lutz
¢ Timothy and Pat Maloney

¢ Walter and Eileen Jachna

e Maria Masse
¢ John Miller
¢ Rhode Island Parent Information Network, Inc.

AUDUBON
RAPTOR CARE

DONATE TODAY:
ASRI.ORG/RAPTORCARE
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Refreshing the Fences at Caratunk

udubon thanks the hard-working Scouts from Seekonk

Troop #1 who meet weekly at the Audubon Caratunk
Wildlife Refuge. They completed fence repair and painting in
September as a community service project and a way to thank
Audubon. The fence looks beautiful, and we send our apprecia-
tion to the Scouts for a job well done!

Leave a Bequest to the
Audubon Society of Rhode Island

Free Estate Planning Guide
asri.org/bequest

-\ Planning a “(\¥:"~ ns Audubon Nature Center

X Celebration 1N B R and Aquarium

or Special s
Located in historic Bristol, Rhode Island,
just 30 minutes from Providence, Newport,
and Fall River, the award-winning Audubon
Nature Center and Aquarium is one of
Rhode Island’s most unique meeting
venues. With beautiful trails, award-winning
exhibits and aquarium, large meeting,
reception, and outdoor patio space, the
Nature Center provides a setting that will
captivate guests.

Ideal for weddings, showers, or the site
of your next business meeting or off-site
retreat.

For availability and reservations, visit asri.org
and click on services or contact Anne DiMonti

at (401) 949-5454 x3116 or adimonti@asri.org.

Audubon Society of Rhode Island * www.asri.org
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2021 ANNUAL MEETING:

VIRTUALLY BROADCAST TO MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS

Resilient Audubon

udubon looke