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From the Desk of  the Executive Director

At 125 Years and Counting… 
We are in it for the Long Haul   

As we celebrate the Society’s 125th anniversary, we look back at many years of dedicated work to pro-
tect birds and their habitats through conservation, education, and advocacy. 

Although it all started with a movement to protect birds in the late 1890s, it didn’t take long for 
Audubon’s founders to realize that natural habitats were also a critical element of bird conservation. In 1924 
we acquired our first property, the 23-acre Kimball Bird Sanctuary (now a special area within Burlingame 
State Park) and today we protect nearly 9,500 acres of land through a combination of fee-title ownership and 
conservation easements, making Audubon among the top three land conservation agencies in Rhode Island. 

However, acquiring the land is just the beginning. Providing proper stewardship and habitat protection on 
our properties is a top priority for Audubon. Being one of the largest and oldest conservation groups in the state 
presents its own challenges. With thousands of acres acquired over 125 years, it is important that we follow 
established conservation guidelines on all our properties and are able measure our progress. Our members and 
donors must always have confidence in our stewardship; that is critical to our success. 

That is why we have applied to achieve accreditation with the National Land Trust Alliance in 2022. This 
accreditation insures we meet national standards for conservation practices. Please read more about this goal on 
page seven. We would appreciate your comments of support for our application at landtrustaccreditation.org. 

      Thanks again for your ongoing support,

      Lawrence J. F. Taft 
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Mark and Mary Jones* have been giving to Audubon for many years. We consider 
them partners in fulfilling our mission, and have become dependent on their gifts. 
Mark and Mary know this and are doing something to make sure their giving continues 

after they are gone. Through their will they have created the Jones Endowment Fund. A portion of 
their estate will be set aside for a special fund that will generate annual gifts to Audubon, to continue their 
giving. Here are three reasons why endowments work for couples like Mark and Mary: 

1. Endowments are Perpetual 
Like an artesian well, endowment funds keep giving and giving. Programs and people will come and go, but 
endowments last. In the future, family members such as children and grandchildren will be reminded of Mark 
and Mary’s involvement with Audubon and the value of making regular gifts to support worthy causes. What 
a wonderful legacy to leave behind! 

2. Endowments are Protected 
Endowment funds at Audubon are set aside and kept separate from operating and capital fund accounts. Mark 
and Mary have the assurance that their endowment fund will be secure. The written agreement will be on file, 
and the terms will be carefully followed. 

3. Endowments are Personal 
While it is possible to create an unnamed, unrestricted endowment fund, many people want their fund to bear 
a person’s name. And they often wish to tailor the purpose of their endowment to benefit a specific area of 
interest at Audubon, such as land conservation, advocacy, the Nature Center and Aquarium, environmental 
education, or animal care. 

Audubon has developed sound policies for creating and managing endowment funds. Contact Senior Direc-
tor of Advancement Jeff Hall to learn more. He’s able to show you a variety of ways you can use the vehicles 
of gift planning to make an endowment, whether it’s through a current gift, or later through your estate plan. 
Contact Jeff at 401-949-5454 ext. 3017, or email him at jhall@asri.org.

Learn more at an Audubon Planned Giving Workshop. See page 28 for details.

* Names changed to protect privacy.

Why Endowments Work
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It all began with a fashion craze in women’s hats. The decade was the 
1890s – the era known as the Gay Nineties. Part of the gaiety was the 
display of feathers in the best women’s hats. But to get those feath-

ers, hunters and trappers did something far from happy. They slaugh-
tered birds by the hundreds of thousands: songbirds, shorebirds, birds 
of prey.

That sparked a movement to save the birds, which originated with the 
first Audubon Society in New York in 1886. Ten years later, a group 
of women in Boston founded the Massachusetts Audubon Society and 
by the following year, several other states joined the cause and formed 
societies named after John James Audubon, a famed wildlife painter. 
(Audubon had died decades earlier and was not involved with the orga-
nizations — see story, page 6.)

And on Oct. 20, 1897, 30 people gathered on Providence’s East Side 
to form the Audubon Society of Rhode Island, the state’s first envi-
ronmental organization. The Society set out to offer information about 
birds, protest their use for adornment, seek to improve laws concerning 
them, and, its bylaws said, “above all, to awaken the interest in children 
in bird life and thus educate them to humane and gentle sentiments.” 

While the Society’s mission has broadened over the last century and a 

quarter to include all of wildlife, its methods and objectives – educating, 
advocating and fostering environmental conservation – have remained 
basically unchanged. Today, Audubon protects almost 9,500 acres of 
pristine Rhode Island properties with a wide diversity of natural habi-
tats. It’s also one of the state’s largest private environmental educators 
and is recognized for a long history of promoting strong environmental 
policies.

By 1907, the Society’s membership had swelled to almost 1,300. It 
was busy with speakers and field trips, and collecting eggs and mounted 
birds, which – while they wouldn’t be gathered today – were, as Ken 
Weber notes in his 1997 book about Audubon’s first 100 years, impor-
tant educational tools in a time before color photos, PowerPoint and the 
internet.

By the end of World War I, Audubon Societies’ original objectives 
had largely been met. In 1918, Weber writes, President Woodrow Wil-
son signed a migratory-bird treaty with Canada, passed by Congress in 
1916, that “virtually put North American plume hunters out of busi-
ness.” With that success, bird advocates relaxed, and in the upheaval 
of the Great Depression of the 1930s, many states’ Audubon Societies 
vanished.

Please turn to page 5

Audubon Society of Rhode Island Membership Certificate for Louise Chace, January 26, 1898.

125 YEARS OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

LEADERSHIP
AUDUBON HAS A LONG HISTORY OF RISING AND 

MEETING THE CHALLENGES OF THE DAY

By Alan Rosenberg
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1897
Audubon Society of  Rhode Island 
founded to stop the slaughter of  birds 
for fashion.

1924–1928
Acquires first properties in 
Charlestown and Coventry. 

1950
Roland Clement becomes first 
executive director: increased 
programming, directed purchase 
of  first headquarters, and began 
relationships with the media. 

1958
Al Hawkes named executive director: 
Audubon grew exponentially under 
his direction with a new focus on 
environmental advocacy.

1965
Guides the enactment of  the RI Salt 
Marsh Act.

1969
Caratunk Wildlife Refuge in Seekonk, 
MA is donated by Charles Greenhalgh.

1972
2,000 members recorded.

1975
Summer camp programs begin at 
Caratunk and Ruecker Wildlife Refuges.

1980
Mary Louise Alcott donates 81 acres 
in Smithfield, becoming Powder Mill 
Ledges Wildlife Refuge. 

1984
Acquires Lewis Dickens Farm on Block 
Island. 

1985
Established the first International 
Coastal Cleanup in Rhode Island. 

1987
Current headquarters opened in 
Smithfield. 

1988
First tract of  Fisherville Brook Wildlife 
Refuge donated by George and Rose 
Matteson and others.

1989
The Federal Environmental Protection 
Agency ruled against the Big River 
Reservoir. One of  Audubon’s largest 
environmental victories. 

1992
Claire D. McIntosh donates Bristol 
property to become the McIntosh 
Wildlife Refuge. 

1993
Lee Schisler becomes third executive 
director: developed the Environmental 
Education Center with then Board 
President Sam Hallowell.

1997
Florence and Richard Knight Fort 
Wildlife Refuge opens.

2000
Grand opening of  the Audubon 
Environmental Education Center; 
renamed the Nature Center and 
Aquarium in 2018.

2001
Summer camp offered in Bristol for the 
first time. 

2004
Environmental Education for Urban 
Schools Initiative launched.

2005
Lawrence Taft becomes fourth 
executive director: instrumental in the 
acquisition of  the 295 acre Maxwell 
Mays Wildlife Refuge. 

2008
April marsh fire damages Bristol 
boardwalk, reopened in July.

2010
Accepts management of  Osprey 
Monitoring Program from RI DEM.

2010
Launches Providence Peregrine Webcam.

2011
Maxwell Mays Wildlife Refuge opens.

2016
Opposes the Burrillville Invenergy 
Powerplant to protect critical habitat 
and stress greenhouse gas reduction 
goals.

2018
The Palmeiri Pollinator Garden is 
planted in Bristol.

2018
Bee Rally at the Statehouse brings 
hundreds to support protection of  
pollinators and their habitats. 

2020
Providence Stormwater Innovation 
Center is launched: Audubon a key 
supporter of  this stormwater initiative. 

2020
Kept trails open during the pandemic, 
offered numerous virtual and online 
programing for students, families, and 
educators. 

2021
Landmark Act On Climate legislation 
passed; Audubon co-led the campaign 
on this critical climate legislation.

2021
New director of  avian research position 
is created. 

125 YEARS OF ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP
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Continued from page 3

Please turn to page 6

Former Executive Director Roland Clement leading a group of birders at Little Compton, 1958.

Rhode Island’s didn’t, thanks largely to Alice Hall Walter, a volun-
teer and forceful personality who served it from 1906 to 1946, raising 
money, organizing nature walks, recruiting other volunteers, serving on 
the board and chairing its Education Committee. “I’d call her the grande 
dame of the Society movement,” the late Roland C. Clement, the Soci-
ety’s first full-time executive director, said in an interview with Weber.

By the 1930s, Audubon had acquired its first two wildlife refuges, 
Kimball Bird Sanctuary in Charlestown and the first tract of the Parker 
Woodland Wildlife Refuge in Coventry. Educational efforts continued 
to expand, and Audubon began publishing its Bulletin, a 16-page maga-
zine issued several times a year. Its first part-time employee, field execu-
tive Harold L. Madison, expanded into radio and television broadcasts 
and a program on nature therapy at Providence’s Butler Hospital. Yet 
amid all this progress, there was conflict about Aububon’s direction and 
emphasis. Should Audubon continue to be largely a bird club, or should 
it become more politically active and issues-oriented? 

The discord came to a head in the early 1950s, Weber writes, at a meet-
ing described as a “knock-down, drag-out battle.” A new president, Wil-
liam Dean – leader of a younger, more aggressive faction – was elected, 
and Audubon’s course was set. 

Clement had been hired in 1950 as the society’s first full-time execu-
tive director. Trained in wildlife conservation, he began photographing 
Rhode Island, developing illustrated lectures to tell the story of the state’s 
ecology, including the pollution of the Blackstone River watershed. He 
also began a live weekly program on WJAR-TV and sparked a revival of 
interest that led to an increase in Audubon’s membership. That allowed 
the hiring, in 1955, of a second full-time employee, to run the Society’s 
educational programs in elementary schools: Alfred L. Hawkes.

Hawkes became executive director when Clement left in 1958, and 
Audubon – which had bought its first permanent home, a Victorian on 
the East Side’s Bowen Street - entered an era of unprecedented activism.

Sparked by Rachel Carson’s 1962 book “Silent Spring,” people across 
the country had become concerned about DDT, a pesticide that in Rhode 
Island was sprayed from planes to fight gypsy moths and mosquitoes. 
“Tons and tons of DDT, billowing out of the planes like smoke,” Hawkes 

recalled in a 1996 interview. “It was awful.” The state’s ospreys were in a 
steep decline because of the pesticide – just one of its ill effects. Hawkes 
and Audubon fought DDT for years, until finally, the state banned it in 
1965. 

As it fought environmental battles, Audubon didn’t stand alone. 
Hawkes found allies, both local and national. In the 1960s and early 
’70s, “Allens Avenue was a mess in terms of scrap metal and industrial 
pollution,” Eugenia Marks, former Audubon Senior Director of Policy, 
recalled in a 2021 interview. Audubon “had very privileged connections 
on the East Side. That was its history,” she said. So big-name lawyers 
got involved.

Around the same time, Marks said, “Al was very active with the 
National Wildlife Federation and the Wildlife Society.” He was key to 
forming the Environment Council of Rhode Island, ousting the Rhode 
Island Wildlife Federation – composed of rod and gun clubs – as the 
state’s affiliate of the national federation. That meant a sea change in 
how birds and other creatures were perceived: as part of an ecosystem 
instead of as potential targets for hunters. 

Hawkes wanted to develop an Audubon refuge within 20 minutes of 
every school in Rhode Island, Marks recalled. That goal was eventually 
achieved through multiple land acquisitions across the state. He also set 
up a model for the organization with three main emphases: advocacy; 
education; and land conservation. 

As Hawkes wrote in the ASRI Report in 1979: “In the beginning, the 
concern was for egrets, terns and other birds exploited by the feather 
trade. Soon, the concern grew to encompass more than birds. Only then 
did it become apparent that effective laws against the wholesale slaugh-

“…it became apparent that effective laws against the whole-
sale slaughter of birds or other wildlife are of no value if the 
habitat they need to survive is destroyed.”  
      – Former Executive Director Al Hawkes, 1979
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Please turn to page 20

Continued from page 5

In 1897, the Audubon Society of Rhode Island was founded by a group of con-
cerned citizens to protest the inhumane slaughter of birds for fashion. The organi-
zation invoked the name of John James Audubon, as did a number of newly created 

birding organizations of this time.
Audubon was an acclaimed bird and wildlife artist, and The Birds of America is 

unarguably an enormous achievement. He died in 1851, 45 years before the founding 
of what we now call Audubon Societies. His name was recognizable and associated 
with birds, but he played no part in this conservation movement.

The legacy of John James Audubon, the man, is not inspiring. It is one fraught with 
racism and arrogance. He was an enslaver and displayed an amazing degree of intoler-
ance over his lifetime. His work was only possible with Black and Indigenous knowl-
edge, even though he viewed people with these identities as his social and cultural 
inferiors.

Today, the name Audubon is an international brand associated with the protection 
of birds and habitat. The origins of this environmental movement reflect the intent 
of its founders, not that of the artist. Although the modern Audubon movement is far 
removed from the man of which it is named, we recognize that the views held by John 
James Audubon and early environmental leaders have left a painful legacy and are not 
conductive to creating the healthy environment we all deserve.

In reflecting on the 125th Anniversary of the Audubon Society of Rhode Island, we 
recognize that there is much work to be done to become the welcoming, inclusive, and 
diverse organization we wish to be. We strive to bring diversity to our staff, board, 
membership, and programming.

We will continue to challenge ourselves to reach and engage all Rhode Islanders in 
our mission, particularly communities of color. We will encourage coalitions to join 
together in advocating for climate action. And we will ensure that our facilities and 
wildlife refuges are safe, accessible, and inclusive to all.

As we continue today with our founding mission to protect birds, we also look to 
the future and recognize the critical importance of engaging all communities in this 
important work.

The Audubon Name

Goldfinches from The Birds of America. 
Courtesy of the John James Audubon Center at Mill Grove, Montgomery County Audubon Collection, and Zebra Publishing.

ter of birds or other wildlife are of no value if 
the habitat they need to survive is destroyed.”

Perhaps Audubon’s biggest battle along those 
lines was against the proposed Big River Res-
ervoir, a project meant to drown the Big River 
in West Greenwich and Coventry to build a 
supplement to the Scituate Reservoir. Audubon 
fought it from the 1960s until the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency killed the proposed 
project in 1989, agreeing that Rhode Island’s 
need for water was not acute enough to justify 
the destruction of thousands of acres of wet-
lands and other habitat.

By the late 1970s, Audubon had outgrew its 
East Side home. When long-time supporter 
Mary Louise Alcott donated 81 acres in Smith-
field to Audubon, the idea quickly grew to 
build a new headquarters at what would come 
to be known as the Powder Mill Ledges Wild-
life Refuge. It would also house a nature center 
where people could meet for programs.

After a fundraising drive, Audubon moved 
into its newly constructed headquarters in 
1987. And in 2000, it opened its crown jewel: 
a $3.5 million Environmental Education Cen-
ter on the 28-acre Claire D. McIntosh Wildlife 
Refuge in Bristol. Audubon’s third execu-
tive director, Lee Schisler, was the driving 
force behind this ambitious project with then 
Board President Sam Hallowell. Along with a 
33-foot model of a right whale, an indoor “tide 
pool” and interactive exhibits, the Bristol site 
would feature a quarter-mile boardwalk wind-
ing through fresh-water and saltwater marshes 
to a beautiful view of Narragansett Bay. Over 
the years, it has added more and better marine 
exhibits, so that Jeffrey Hall, Audubon’s senior 
director of advancement, now describes it as 
Rhode Island’s largest aquarium. Befitting that 
status, in 2018 it was renamed the Audubon 
Nature Center and Aquarium. 

Audubon added another, distinctly modern 
touch in 2010 when it launched the Peregrine 
Falcon Webcam, a video camera perched atop 
Providence’s Industrial Trust “Superman” 
Building that each spring tracks the nesting, 
egg-laying, hatching and departure of Peregrine 
Falcons from the skyscraper, to the delight of 
57,000 people who followed their adventures 
over the internet 275,000 times during the 2021 
nesting season.

“I don’t think people [usually] put Providence 
and raptors in the same sentence,” Hall says. “It 
shows that nature is adaptive, that these birds 
are living in the city and you don’t even notice 
them …”

As the years have gone by, Audubon has 
acquired more wildlife refuges, including the 
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For the past several years Audubon has been preparing for accreditation offered through the Land Trust Alliance, 
a national organization that aims to strengthen land conservation across the country. Land trust accreditation 
is a way of documenting and ensuring that Audubon follows the proper standards and best practices in how it 

handles land management and conservation. 

You can read about why we are pursuing accreditation and how we have been preparing for it in this story from the 
2018 Audubon Report archives: bit.ly/Fall2018Story

Below is a Stakeholder Notification/Public Notice regarding Audubon’s application.

AUDUBON APPLIES FOR NATIONAL LAND TRUST ACCREDITATION

Stakeholder Notification/Public Notice

The land trust accreditation program recognizes land conservation organizations 
that meet national quality standards for protecting important natural places and 
working lands forever. 

The Audubon Society of Rhode Island (ASRI) is pleased to announce that it is apply-
ing for accreditation with the National Land Trust Accreditation Commission Associa-
tion. A public comment period is now open.

The Land Trust Accreditation Commission, an independent program of the Land 
Trust Alliance, conducts an extensive review of each applicant’s policies and programs. 
Achieving national accreditation is an affirmation that the Audubon Society of Rhode 
Island is a capable and trustworthy steward of the nearly 9,500 acres of land that has 
been put under its protection as habitat for birds, and other wildlife for the benefit of 
people and other forms of life. 

The Commission invites public input and accepts signed, written comments on pend-
ing applications. Comments must relate to how the Audubon Society of Rhode Island 
complies with national quality standards. These standards address the ethical and tech-
nical operation of a land trust. For the full list of standards see:

 http://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/help-and-resources/indicator-practices. 

To learn more about the accreditation program itself and to submit a comment, visit 
www.landtrustaccreditation.org or email your comments to:
info@landtrustaccreditation.org.

Comments may also be faxed or mailed to the Land Trust Accreditation Commission, 
Attn: Public Comments: (fax) 518-587-3183; (mail) 36 Phila Street, Suite 2, Saratoga 
Springs, NY 12866. 

Comments on the Audubon Society of Rhode Island’s application will be most useful 
by May 15, 2022. 
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How did you spend your summers as a child?
Did you explore the woods or play in your yard?  
Did you build forts, search for insects, or look for frogs in  
a local pond? 

For most adults, the connection to nature began with positive, 
outdoor childhood experiences. By contrast, today’s children  
are spending less and less time outside.

Every child should be able to attend summer camp. 
But many families cannot afford the cost. You can help a child to 
get outside this summer, explore nature, and experience the joys of 
summer camp.

All Audubon Camps include nature exploration, meeting live animals, 
walks through the wildlife refuge, games, stories, arts & crafts, 
making new friends and lots of outdoor FUN!

Send a kid to Audubon Summer Camp!

Please make check payable to: Audubon Society of Rhode Island • Mail to: Audubon Camp Scholarships, 12 Sanderson Rd., Smithfield, RI 02917

You can also donate online at asri.org/donate

SEND A KID TO AUDUBON SUMMER CAMP
Please Donate TODAY – Summer is right around the corner!

Please charge my credit card.Please accept my donation for a camp scholarship.

_$550 (2 children) _$275 (1 child) _$137.50 _$69 Other $_

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

CARD NUMBER

EXPIRATION DATE (MM/YYYY) CVV CODE

SIGNATURE

Cut here and return slip with your donation.
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FULL

SUMMER CAMPS STILL AVAILABLE AT CARATUNK! 

The Parent Handbook has everything you need to know about Audubon Summer Camp.  
Download a copy and register today at audubonsummercamp.com

From the big white barn to the meandering trails and crystal-clear brooks, Caratunk Wildlife Refuge provides a safe 
and inviting natural environment for outdoor learning and play. Campers enjoy exploring fields, forest, ponds and 
streams, hands-on science, games, arts & crafts, and more!

Questions?  
Contact us at camp@asri.org 

or call 401.949.5454 x3014

Weekly 
Sessions!

REGISTER 
TODAY!
2022 Summer Camp Update
Advance registration for members 
filled many Audubon camps in Bristol 
(see chart for two camps still available), 
but registration is still open for many 
Caratunk camps.

Visit audubonsummercamp.com for 
details. Audubon is accepting waiting 
lists for all camps, simply click on your 
desired camp and register without 
payment.

FULL

Camp Scholarships Available
Audubon wants every child to have the opportunity to attend summer camp, generous 
financial aid is available. Visit audubonsummercamp.com and click on ‘scholarships.’

FULL

Fledglings
Ages 4–5*
9am–12pm

Building in Nature:  
Forts, Boats, & More!

Ages 8–11*
9am–3pm

Dinosaur Days
Ages 5–7*
9am–3pm

Nature Quest
Ages 8–11*
9am–3pm

Traveling Naturalists
Ages 10–12

M–Th 9am–3pm
F 9am–5:30pm

Building in Nature:  
Forts, Boats, & More!

Ages 8–11*
9am–3pm

Digging in the Dirt!
Ages 5–7*
9am–3pm

Wow! Science
Ages 10–12
9am–3pm

Wow! Science
Ages 10–12
9am–3pm

*This age range is for Caratunk camps only.

July 11–15

July 18–22

July 25–29

August 8–12

August 1–5

AUDUBON NATURE CENTER 
AND AQUARIUM

1401 HOPE STREET, BRISTOL, RI
AUDUBON CARATUNK WILDLIFE REFUGE

301 BROWN AVE, SEEKONK, MA
2022 CAMP

SCHEDULE

Float, Fly & Hover
Ages 5–7*
9am–3pm
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By Dr. Charles Clarkson, Director of Avian Research

As I sit and write this column on a January afternoon, I’ve just 
returned from a day in the field performing bird surveys on 
Audubon properties. I spent my time navigating to randomly 

placed point count stations stratified across our thousands of acres of 
protected space. At each of these points (there are 163 of them), I stopped 
and recorded all birds seen and heard. My first survey began at 7:30 am 
and I completed my route by 2:00 pm. The temperature was below freez-
ing for the entire survey, the ground was rock solid underfoot and all 
standing water was frozen. My sluggish typing speed betrays the fact that 
my fingers are still quite numb. And yet, while exposure to the cold and 
bitter climate for hours drained my energy and reduced my dexterity sig-
nificantly, the birds I encountered were not visibly bothered in the least. 
Kinglets, which weigh about the same as two pennies, were on the hunt 
for winter active insects and their eggs. Chickadees meticulously picked 
apart the small cones adorning hemlocks. In a flurry of wood chips, Pile-
ated Woodpeckers blew apart the bases of long-fallen trees, leaving their 
tell-tale rectangular holes while they searched for carpenter ants. 

It was a wonderful day in the field watching birds do what they have 
done for millions of years…survive. They are experts at balancing the 
tightrope that comes from having a warm-blooded anatomy in a world 
that changes throughout the year. During the winter, birds combine 
behavioral with physiological mechanisms to survive cold snaps and 
thrive despite the harsh conditions on the outside of their feather coat just 
a few centimeters away from their skin. Birds are amazing. 

During my time out surveying I encountered birds that reside in mature 
forest throughout the year and would rarely be observed in suburbia. But, 
when I got home from my day in deep woods, I was witness to the pre-
dictable trend in winter bird distribution that has existed for decades: 

there were more birds at my backyard suburban bird feeders than I had 
encountered all day in the field. For as long as human dwellings have 
encroached on forested land and backyard feeders have been stocked 
with seeds and suet, birds have abandoned forest interiors to forage along 
edge habitat and neighborhoods during the non-breeding season. While 
I will likely never see a Pileated Woodpecker or Brown Creeper at my 
backyard feeder in Middletown, those species that have acclimated to 
human-modified landscapes, such as Northern Cardinals, Tufted Tit-
mice, Dark-eyed Juncos and Blue Jays, are abundant. 

When we create a welcoming environment for them, birds have shown 
us just how plastic their behavior can be. They nest in our gourds, boxes 
and barns and they forage and bathe in our backyards. Much of this accli-
mation has occurred over short time scales, demonstrating that birds are 
capable of change when opportunity presents itself. Studies have docu-
mented that birds attending feeding stations in the winter can exhibit 
increased productivity during the following breeding season. By supply-

Don’t Forget the Good We Can Do for Wild Things and Places 

ing food and refugia, we can have a positive impact on our local bird 
communities. In stark contrast, the rapid decline of so many bird species 
across the globe as our climate changes highlights the negative impacts 
we can have as agents of change. In this instance, behavioral plasticity 
is not enough to allow birds to cope successfully with our consumption 
habits. 

On January 1, 2022, the Audubon Society of Rhode Island initiated 
work that will bend the arc of its identity as a conservation agency. Since 
its inception in 1897, Audubon has been an advocate for the natural 
resources of the state and its mission has always been directed at the 
protection of birds and their habitats. Now, in its 125th year of existence, 
Audubon has adopted a science-driven monitoring scheme across its 
nearly 9,500 acres of protected land. 

Audubon sits poised to contribute a great deal to the resiliency of our 
state and its birds as the effects of climate change become more apparent. 
Resiliency that allows our natural places to absorb the incoming energy 
from climate change and bend, but not break. In January, over 60 volun-
teers, multiple staff and myself all set out into the properties Audubon 
manages and began collecting data that will allow us to determine just 
how resilient our properties are and what we can do to increase that resil-
iency. If you want to become a part of this endeavor, sign-up to volunteer 
on our website and come help us. 

In the meantime, as you carry on with your lives in communities across 
our state, don’t forget the good that humans are capable of doing for wild 
things and spaces. Make your backyard a haven for birds throughout the 
year. Provide them with native trees and plants to nest and forage in, sup-
ply food and water, drink bird-friendly coffee and contribute to worth-
while conservation projects at Audubon and around the world. 

“Audubon sits poised to contribute a great deal to the 
resiliency of our state and its birds as the effects of climate 
change become more apparent. Resiliency that allows our 
natural places to absorb the incoming energy from climate 
change and bend, but not break.”  
    – Dr. Charles Clarkson
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Pileated Woodpecker (Dryocopus pileatus), Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata), 
Golden-crowned Kinglet (Regulus satrapa).

10 Audubon Society of Rhode Island • www.asri.org



WEDNESDAY MORNING BIRD WALKS – FREE IN MAY
Locations Across Rhode Island. Advance registration is required. 
Location will be sent to registered participants in advance. 
Every Wednesday through June 2022; 9:00–11:00 am.

SATURDAY MORNING BIRD WALKS WITH AUDUBON
Three Dates Offered. Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium,  
1401 Hope Street, Bristol, RI; March 5, April 16, April 30; 8:30–9:30 am.

AUDUBON WINTER VAN TRIP TO CAPE ANN 
Departs from Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, 12 Sanderson Road, 
Smithfield, RI; March 5, 2022; 7:00 am–5:00 pm.

LATE WINTER BIRDING 
Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, 12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI; 
March 5, 2022; 9:00–11:00 am.

BEGINNING BIRDING WITH AUDUBON 
Two Virtual Sessions. 
Part 1: March 7, 2022; 10:00–11:00 am. Repeated March 9, 2022; 6:30–7:30 pm.
Part 2: March 14, 2022; 10:00–11:00 am. Repeated March 16, 2022; 6:30–7:30 pm. 

BRISTOL BIRD WALKS 
Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium, 1401 Hope Street, 
Bristol, RI; March 13, 20, 27, April 3, 10, 2022; 8:30–9:30 am.

WOODCOCKS AND WINE 
Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge, 99 Pardon Joslin Road, 
Exeter, RI; April 1, 2022; 6:30–8:30 pm.

WATCHING WOODCOCKS – SUPPER AND SAUNTER 
Departs from Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, 12 Sanderson Road, 
Smithfield, RI; April 1, 2022; 6:00–9:00 pm.

BIRDING FOR KIDS 
Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, 301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA;  
April 19, 2022; 9:30–11:00 am.

BLUEBIRD NESTING WALK 
Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, 301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA;  
April 23, 2022; 9:00–10:30 am.

PURPLE MARTINS! 
Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, 301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA;  
May 14, 2022; 2:00–4:00 pm.

SPRING BIRDING VAN TRIP
Explore the many birding hot spots of  RI during 
spring migration. Departs from Fisherville Brook 
Wildlife Refuge, 99 Pardon Joslin Road, Exeter, RI; 
May 16, 2022; 8:00 am–4:00 pm.

BIRD BANDING 
Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium, 1401 Hope 
Street, Bristol, RI; May 21, 2022; 9:15–11:15 am.

BIRDING CONNECTICUT HOT SPOTS:  
VAN TRIP 
Departs from Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, 
12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI;  
June 9, 2022; 7:30 am-5:00 pm.

SUNDAYS 
Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, 301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA;
May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 2022; 7:00-8:30 am.

MONDAYS 
Fort Nature Refuge, (Rt. 5), 1443 Providence Pike,  
North Smithfield, RI; May 2, 9, 16, 23, 2022; 8:00-10:00 am.
Note: No walk will be held on Memorial Day, May 30.

TUESDAYS 
Maxwell Mays Wildlife Refuge, 2820 Victory Highway, Coventry, RI;
May 3, 10, 17, 24, 2022; 8:00 am-10:00 am. 

WEDNESDAYS* 
Locations determined weekly, please check the Audubon website or 
Facebook page for details.  
* Wednesday Morning Bird Walks continue through June 2022. No fee in May.

THURSDAYS 
- Marion Eppley Wildlife Refuge, Dugway Bridge Road, West Kingston, RI;
 May 5, 12, 19, 26, 2022; 8:00-10:00 am.
- Touisset Marsh Wildlife Refuge, Touisset Road, Warren, RI;
 May 5, 19, 2022; 9:30 am-12:00 pm. Geared toward beginning birders.
- Emilie Ruecker Wildlife Refuge, Seapowet Avenue, Tiverton, RI;
 May 12, 26, 2022; 9:30 am-12:00 pm. Geared toward beginning birders.

FRIDAYS 
Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge, 99 Pardon Joslin Road, Exeter, RI;
May 6, 13, 20, 27, 2022; 8:00 – 10:00 am.

SATURDAYS 
- Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, 12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI;
 May 21, 2022; 9:00-11:00 am.
- Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, 301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA;
 May 28, 2022; 9:00-11:00 am.

BIRDING WITH YOUR KIDS 
Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, 12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI; 
May 7, 2022; 9:00-11:00 am; Ages: 6+. 

FREE MAY BIRDING WALKS
May is the peak month for the spring bird migration, with something different 
moving through each week. Get in on the best birding of the year with Audubon! 
Novice birders are welcome. Walks are geared for teen to adult. 

BIRDING WITH AUDUBON NOTE: Masks are required for all indoor guests ages 2 and up at 
the Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium, or during any Audubon 
indoor program regardless of COVID-19 vaccination status. 
Proof of vaccination and masks are required for Audubon van trips. 

AUDUBON NATURE TOURS & PROGRAMS
March – May 2022 For more information and to register, visit the events calendar at www.asri.org.
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NATURE’S LIGHT:  
PHOTOGRAPHY BY CARMEN RUGEL 
March 6 through April 30, 2022; 9:30 am–4:30 pm.

FAIRY HOUSES FOR ADULTS 
March 12, 2022; 2:00–3:30 pm.

BRISTOL BIRD WALKS 
March 13, 20, 27, April 3, 10, 2022; 8:30–9:30 am.

PAINT AND SIP: WOODLAND SCULPTURES 
March 19, 2022; 7:00–9:00 pm.

SEA GLASS JEWELRY
Two Dates Offered 
March 26, May 21, 2022; 1:00–2:30 pm.

BICYCLE SAFETY AND MAINTENANCE 
WORKSHOP
March 26, 2022; 11:00 am–12:00 pm.

NEEDLE FELTED OWL WORKSHOP
April 9, 2022; 2:00–3:30 pm.

MAKE YOUR OWN LIP BALM 
April 10, 2022; 10:00–11:30 am.

BLUEBIRD MONITORING WORKSHOPS
April 10, 2022; 1:00–2:00 pm.

EARTH DAY FAIRY GLOBES 
April 23, 2022; 6:00–7:30 pm.

SPRING HERBAL WALK 
May 1, 2022; 1:00–2:00 pm.

SPRING GARDEN WALK:  
CREATE A POLLINATOR 
GARDEN AT HOME 
May 14, 2022; 9:30–10:30 am.

BIRD BANDING 
May 21, 2022; 9:15–11:15 am.

BECORNS: PHOTOGRAPHY BY DAVID M BIRD
May through June, 2022; 9:30 am–4:30 pm.

CITIZENS BANK FREE FAMILY FUN DAY
Thanks to Citizens Bank, the Nature Center and Aquarium 
is open free to the public the first Saturday of  every month. 
March 5, April 2, May 7, 2022;10:00 am–3:00 pm.  
10:00 am–3:00 pm: Take Home Crafts
10:00 am: Nature Story 
11:00 am & 2:30 pm: Animal Interview 
1:00 pm: Special Programs

BIKE DRIVE AND FREE KIDS BIKE REPAIR! 
Bring your kid’s bikes for a spring tune-up and donate 
your old bikes to the Providence Bicycle Collaborative. 
March 26, 2022; 10:00 am–3:00 pm; Free. Ages: All. 

LI’L PEEPS
This popular program introduces children ages 18 months 
to 2 years to the delights of  nature. 
March 31, April 7, 14, 28, May 5, 12, 2022; 10:00–11:00 am.

AUDUBON CAMOUFLAGED EGG HUNT
April 9, 2022; 9:30–11:00 am.

APRIL SCHOOL VACATION WEEK 
10:00 am–3:00 pm.
Visit asri.org/calendar for details.
Special programs each day at 1:00 pm:
Monday, April 18, 2022: Shore Exploration 
Tuesday, April 19, 2022: Create a Natural Bookmark 
Wednesday, April 20, 2022: Cartooning with Jerry Shippee 
Thursday, April 21, 2022: Wetland Exploration 
Friday, April 22, 2022: Turtle Races 

MEMORIAL DAY NATURE ACTIVITIES 
May 30, 2022; 10:00 am–3:00 pm.

FAMILY PROGRAMS & CLASSES FOR CHILDREN

PROGRAMS, LECTURES & WORKSHOPS FOR ADULTS

AUDUBON NATURE CENTER AND AQUARIUM
1401 Hope Street (Route 114), Bristol, RI

Register online through the events calendar at www.asri.org or call (401) 949-5454 ext. 3014.
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LATE WINTER BIRDING 
March 5, 2022; 9:00–11:00 am.

LECTURE: THE PROVIDENCE PEREGRINES 
March 10, 2022; 6:30–8:00 pm.

PYSANKY WORKSHOP 
March 19, 2022; 10:00 am–12:00 pm.

WATCHING WOODCOCKS –  
SUPPER AND SAUNTER 
April 1, 2022; 6:00–9:00 pm.

AUDUBON CAMOUFLAGED EGG HUNT
April 9, 2022; 9:30–11:00 am.

BLUEBIRD MONITORING WORKSHOPS
April 9, 2022; 1:00–2:00 pm.

FREE! BIRDING WITH YOUR KIDS 
May 7, 2022; 9:00–11:00 am. 

FREE! SPRING BIRDING 
May 21, 2022; 9:00–11:00 am.

APRIL SCHOOL VACATION WEEK 
– Audubon Mythbusters: The Truth is Better than Fiction, Virtual Program; 
   April 19, 2022; 7:00–8:30 pm.
– Leo the Lightning Bug: Story and Firefly Craft; 
   April 19, 2022; 11:00 am–12:00 pm.
– Life Under a Log: A Hunt for Mini-beasts; April 19, 2022; 2:00-3:30 pm.
– Make and Take: Birdfeeders; April 20, 2022; 11:00 am–12:00 pm.
– Raptor Encounter; April 20, 2022; 2:00–3:30 pm.
– Mysterious Sounds of  the Night; April 20, 6:30–8:30 pm. 
– Toad-ally Awesome!; April 21, 2022; 11:00 am–12:00 pm.
– Playing with Plants; April 21, 2022; 2:00–3:30 pm.
– Pond Exploration; April 22, 2022; 11:00 am–12:30 pm.
– Nature Photo Scavenger Hunt; April 22, 2022; 2:00–3:30 pm.

GARDENING AND LANDSCAPING FOR WILDLIFE 
May 19, 2022; 6:30–8:00 pm.

POWDER MILL LEDGES 
WILDLIFE REFUGE 

12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, RI

Register online through the events calendar at www.asri.org or call (401) 949-5454 ext. 3014.

WOODCOCKS AND WINE 
April 1, 2022; 6:30-8:30 pm.

AUDUBON CAMOUFLAGED EGG HUNT
April 9, 2022; 9:30 – 11:00 am

FRIDAY MORNING BIRD WALKS IN MAY 
April 29, May 6, 20, 27, 2022; 8:00-10:00 am.

FISHERVILLE BROOK 
WILDLIFE REFUGE 

99 Pardon Joslin Road, Exeter, RI 

Children hunt for brown eggs in a natural setting 
and quickly learn how well the eggs camouflage.

AUDUBON 
CAMOUFLAGED 

EGG HUNT 
April 9, 2022; 9:30–11:00 am

FOUR LOCATIONS 
- Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium, Bristol 
- Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, Seekonk 
- Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge, Exeter
- Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, Smithfield

WINTER WILDLIFE  
March 2, 2022; 9:45 am–4:45 pm.

‘SPRING’ ON OVER TO PRUDENCE ISLAND! 
April 14, 2022; 1:30–6:00 pm.

EARTH WEEK EXPLORATION FOR KIDS! 
April 20, 2022; 9:45 am–4:45 pm.

SPRING BIRDING  
May 12, 2022; 7:30 am–3:00 pm.

PRIVATE PRUDENCE ISLAND ADVENTURE WITH FRIENDS 
AND FAMILY (MARCH–MAY)
Contact: Maureen.Dewire@dem.ri.gov or by phone at 401.683.1478. 

PRUDENCE ISLAND 
Narragansett Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve, 

Prudence Island, RI

Register at asri.org/calendar

SCHOOL VACATION WEEKS 
February 21–25 and April 18–22, 2022

Become a Nature Explorer! Kids get up close with cool 
critters and explore local habitats. 

- Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium, Bristol
- Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, Smithfield

Visit asri.org/calendar for program details.
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SPRING SCAVENGER HUNT 
March 6, 2022; 1:00–3:00 pm.

ANIMAL TRACKING 
March 12, 2022; 10:00 am–12:00 pm.

SIGNS OF SPRING 
March 20, 2022; 8:00–10:00 am.

WOODCOCK WALK 
March 25, 2022; 7:00–9:00 pm.

AUDUBON CAMOUFLAGED 
EGG HUNT
April 9, 2022; 9:30–11:00 am.

SPRING PAPER-CRAFTING WORKSHOP
April 10, 2022; 1:00–3:00 pm.

BIRDING FOR KIDS 
April 19, 2022; 9:30–11:00 am.

BLUEBIRD NESTING WALK 
April 23, 2022; 9:00–10:30 am.

MOTHER’S DAY PAPER-CRAFTING 
WORKSHOP
May 1, 2022; 1:00–3:00 pm.

FREE MAY BIRDING WALKS 
May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 2022; 7:00–8:30 am.

FREE SATURDAY BIRDING 
May 28, 2022; 9:00–11:00 am.

PURPLE MARTINS! 
May 14, 2022; 2:00–4:00 pm.

A FROGGY NIGHT 
April 22, 2022; 6:30–8:30 pm.

TURTLE TIME! 
May 21, 2022; 1:00–3:00 pm.

CARATUNK WILDLIFE REFUGE
301 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA

Register online through the events calendar at www.asri.org or call (401) 949-5454 ext. 3014.

FROGS AND TOADS 
IN APRIL! 

VIRTUAL 5K RUN/WALK 

APRIL 16–24, 2022 ANYTIME, ANYWHERE!
Interested in doing even more for wildlife?  
Start an Audubon fundraiser!  
You’ll receive a personalized fundraising webpage to share with 
friends and family. Collect donations and help keep Audubon’s 
beautiful wildlife refuges free and open to all.  
Prizes awarded to the top fundraisers! 

COMING SOON! WATCH FOR MORE INFO AND REGISTRATION DETAILS ON ASRI.ORG.

Five Audubon Wildlife Refuges will have marked trails 
for walkers to follow:
• Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, Seekonk
• Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge, Exeter
• Fort Wildlife Refuge, North Smithfield
• Parker Woodland Wildlife Refuge, Coventry
• Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, Smithfield

GET READY TO RUN WILD!

All participants receive: exclusive tech t-shirt, embossed medal and numbered bib!

MYSTERIOUS SOUNDS OF THE NIGHT
Powder Mill Ledges, 12 Sanderson Road, 
Smithfield, RI; April 20, 6:30–8:30 pm. 

TOAD-ALLY AWESOME! 
Powder Mill Ledges, 12 Sanderson Road, 
Smithfield, RI;  
April 21, 2022; 11:00 am–12:00 pm.

A FROGGY NIGHT AT CARATUNK
Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, 301 Brown Avenue, 
Seekonk, MA; April 22, 2022; 6:30–8:30 pm.

A FROGGY NIGHT  
AT FORT 
Fort Nature Refuge,  
1443 Providence Pike, North 
Smithfield, RI;  
April 28, 2022; 7:00–9:00 pm.
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As I walk through the snowy fields of 
Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge, 
I hear the cheery calls of the East-

ern Bluebirds. They stand out in the stark 
landscape with their beautiful blue feath-
ers and rusty chests. I spot a group of six, 
scouring the edge of the forest for berries 
in the frigid air. When the weather begins 
to warm, they will be one of the first birds 
to scout the 50 nest boxes we have at Fish-
erville. And I want to be ready. Currently I 
am checking to see which boxes need to be 
replaced, and it looks like we will only need 
four new ones this year. 

The Eastern Bluebird is part of the Thrush Family. The males have royal blue backs 
and heads, with a rusty brown chest. The females are a muted blue-gray back with a 
muted red chest. Eastern Bluebirds stay in Rhode Island year-round. At this time of 
year, we often find five to ten birds in small family groups before the young disburse 
in the late winter to find their own territories. Some homeowners have been able to 
attract Bluebirds to their feeders by providing mealworms. They are also attracted to 
winterberry bushes and crabapple and cedar trees. In the spring and summer, their 
diet is made up of insects. 

From the early 1900s to the 1960s, the population of Eastern Bluebirds dramatically 
decreased due to the introduction of the European Starling and House Sparrow. These 
two species are also cavity nesters and would out compete the shy Eastern Bluebirds 
for homes. In the mid-1960s conservationists created “Bluebird Trails” along power 
lines and fielded areas. They discovered that if you create a smaller entrance hole 
(1.50 to 1.75 inch) on nest boxes, it excludes the European Starlings, allowing the 
bluebirds to nest comfortably. Today, Eastern Bluebirds are thriving. There are several 
websites that offer plans for constructing your own nest box or you can visit the Audu-
bon Nature Shop in Bristol to purchase one already built. Bluebirds start searching for 
nesting areas early, compared to other species. By mid-March Audubon staff make 
sure that all our nesting boxes across the state are cleaned out and new ones installed 
when necessary. Bluebirds tend to like power line trails, fielded areas, golf courses 
and other open spaces. I have noticed that folks have more luck attracting Eastern 
Bluebirds if they let a portion of their yard go to a more natural, field-like habitat. 
With that change, the birds have better luck finding the insects they need. Bluebirds 
often will nest two to three times a season, which greatly increases the rate of success. 

The Audubon Society of Rhode Island has implemented a Bluebird Nest Box Moni-
toring Program at several of its wildlife refuges. We are looking for volunteers to help 
keep track of how many birds nest and what their success rate is. If you are interested 
in volunteering during the 2022 season, please see the details on this page or email 
ldark@asri.org. Happy Birding!

By Laura Carberry

Bluebirds at Fisherville
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Are you captivated by Eastern Bluebirds? 
Consider volunteering with Audubon to 
monitor their populations this spring and 

summer. Although the Eastern Bluebird is a staple 
of our local ecosystem, these birds have historically 
been threatened by invasive species, pesticide use, 
and reforestation of previously open areas. To help 
conserve this species, Audubon is monitoring their 
abundance on our wildlife refuges from April to 
August. 

The workshops listed below offer prospective 
volunteers information and training. No experi-
ence is necessary, all are welcome! For more infor-
mation and to register, visit the events calendar at 
www.asri.org/calendar or email Lincoln Dark at 
ldark@asri.org.

Virtual Bluebird Workshops:
• Wednesday, April 6, 2022; 5:00–6:00 pm 
• Thursday, April 7, 2022; 5:00 –6:00 pm

In-person Workshops:
• Saturday, April 9, 2022; 1:00–2:00 pm;  

Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, Smithfield 

• Sunday, April 10, 2022; 1:00–2:00 pm;  
Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium, Bristol

Bluebird 
Monitoring 
Workshops

The Audubon 2023 Calendar needs photos 
of birds and wildlife in winter
New this year! Audubon is including images of wildlife, as well as birds, in the 2023 calendar 
competition. Remember that photos must be taken in Rhode Island, and we are looking for 
images that reflect all seasons. 

Visit asri.org/audubon-calendar.html for details and to submit photos.  
Deadline is September 12, 2022. 

Featuring 36 beautifully illustrated bird species with 
fun facts by West Warwick, Rhode Island artist and 
cartoonist Jerry Shippee. 

A Wonderful Gift Idea for All Ages!
Only $9.99. Size 8.5” x 11” with 36 pages to color.  

ORDER ONLINE: ASRI.ORG/NATURESHOP

AUDUBON SOCIETY OF RHODE ISLAND

Backyard Birds 
Coloring Book

BY RHODE ISLAND ILLUSTRATOR AND CARTOONIST JERRY SHIPPEE
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Grab your camera!
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By Lauren Parmelee, Senior Director of Education

Maple trees are tapped each spring when the weather begins to warm, and their sap begins 
to flow. Sugar Maple trees are the most popular to tap, but Red and Norway Maple trees 

may also be used. A hole is bored into their bark and sap is collected in buckets or tubes that carry 
the sugary liquid to big tanks. Forty gallons of sugar maple sap must be boiled down to make one 
gallon of yummy syrup! 

While they are best known for maple syrup, maple trees also provide important benefits for people 
and wildlife. 

MAPLE TREES
Plant a tree to celebrate  

Earth Day on April 22 and 
Arbor Day on April 29!

Want to know more?  
These books are suggested by Audubon educators:

• At Grandpa’s Sugarbush  
by Margaret Carney and Janet Wilson

• Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf by Louise Ehlert

• The Big Tree by Bruce Hiscock

• Officially the state tree of Rhode Island, Red Maples are common in our neighborhoods 
and woodlands. Red Maples are well named. In spring, their buds, flowers, and seeds are 
all red! In autumn, their leaves also turn brilliant red before falling to the ground. 

• Sugar Maple, Silver Maple, Mountain Maple, Striped Maple and Boxelder are also native 
to Southern New England.

Sugar Maple

Red Maple

Maple Seeds

• Learn to identify a maple tree by the shape of its leaf! 

• Maple trees have “winged-seeds” called samaras that spin 
when they fall from the tree and get carried by the wind. 
Red Maples drop their seeds in spring, but sugar maples 
hold them until fall. Throw a maple seed up in the air and 
watch it whirl! 

• Like all trees, maples help clean the air. They remove air 
pollutants and release oxygen for us to breathe.

• Maple trees provide food and shelter for wildlife too. Deer 
and rabbits nibble on buds and bark. Squirrels eat the 
seeds. Songbirds build nests in the branches, and owls and 
woodpeckers nest in the cavities. 

• With their abundant leaves, maple trees also provide a 
shady spot to cool down in the summer for birds, wildlife, 
and all of us! 
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A place of quiet retreat and wildlife observations for several gener-
ations, the new Drummond Wildlife Refuge in North Kingstown 
contains 25 acres that have slowly transitioned from a working 

farm to a forested landscape. Few signs of human activity remain these 
days, other than the large stone walls that were built when the land was 
cleared, crisscrossing the forest floor below large Norway spruces. Early 
successional fields, deciduous forest, and a small pond and stream are 
highlights of this former farm. 

Long-time Audubon members Joan and George Gardiner recently 
donated the property which has been in their family for over 100 years. 
Joan’s aunt and uncle, Clarence and Rosie Drummond, originally pur-
chased the land in 1917 and the Gardiners have always felt strongly about 
keeping the land in its natural state. 

The donors have been Audubon members since 1965 and have sup-
ported and volunteered with the organization for over 50 years. Joan 
started volunteering with Audubon in 1975, when Audubon headquar-
ters was still located on Bowen Street in Providence. She also served 
on the Board of Directors and is currently part of Audubon’s Council of 
Advisors. 

“We appreciate the many years of friendship and support that the Gar-
diners have shown to Audubon,” said Executive Director Larry Taft. “We 
are honored that they have entrusted Audubon with the permanent pro-
tection of their family land. ” 

The Drummond Wildlife Refuge creates a small yet diverse oasis for 
wildlife in North Kingstown. “One can often hear Barred Owls calling 
their traditional ‘who-cooks-for-you’ on the property, or see the snow 
and leaves stirred up where deer and Wild Turkeys looked for acorns and 
insects,” said Audubon Senior Director of Conservation Scott Ruhren. “I 
have known Joan and George for many years and appreciate their passion 
for wildlife conservation.” 

Other bird species that may be found at Drummond include Pile-
ated Woodpeckers, Great Horned and Eastern Screech Owls, Cooper’s 
Hawks, Black-capped Chickadees, Red-eyed Vireos and more. The birds 
are joined by deer, red and grey fox, coyotes, fisher, box turtles and other 
reptiles and amphibians.

Audubon is grateful for this generous donation. The Drummond Wild-
life Refuge will be managed for wildlife protection and study. No trail 
system is planned. 

Drummond Wildlife Refuge 
Long-time Supporters Donate North Kingstown 
Property to Audubon 

Thank You! 

MEMORIALS 
Memorials serve and support the conservation and protection of Rhode 
Island’s environment. During the past quarter, the families and friends of 
people listed below have chosen to remember their loved ones through a gift 
to the Audubon Society of Rhode Island.

GIFTS IN HONOR 
The people listed below have been honored by family and friends who found 
a gift to the Audubon Society of Rhode Island to be the most meaningful 
way to celebrate someone important in their lives.

In Honor of: Stuart Bargery
From: Christine and Marc Low 
In Honor of: Jeff Hartley
From: Lois C. Hartley 
In Honor of: Brody K
From: Medini Padmanabhan 
In Honor of: Armand Marien
From: Elise and William Ramos 

In Honor of: Lorene McDonald
From: Mrs. Elizabeth Drayton 
In Honor of: Kevin J. Nelson
From: Stephen and Ronnie Sirota 
In Honor of: Joan Schaefer
From: The Schaefer Family 
In Honor of: Lauren Shaw
From: Susan Blando 
In Honor of: Karen Weimann
From: Lois C. Hartley

In Memory of: John C. Anderson
From: Kathy Rohrman
 
In Memory of: Katrina H. Avery
From: Thomas Doeppner
 
In Memory of: Sandy Axile
From: Mr. Evan Gettings
 
In Memory of: Rachel Carson
From: Kevin and Mardee Carson
 
In Memory of: Muriel Cote
From: Brian Hunter
 
In Memory of: John H. Doherty
From: Michael and Margaret Alexander
 
In Memory of: Daniel Elkins
From: Karen Elkins
 
In Memory of: Clarice S. Grear
From: Patricia Appleton
 
In Memory of: Charles G. Greenhalgh
From: Larry D. and Jane G. Ransom
 
In Memory of Marie I. Hawkes
From: Catherine Hawkes
 
In Memory of: Janis Kortyna
From: George Kortyna
 
In Memory of: Dorothy V. Lee
From: Barbara Mahony Kent
 
In Memory of: Juliette Mandeville
From: Douglas Brown 
            Kimberly and Randall Brown
            Richard and Louise Carriere
            Michael Curtin
            Christine and Dean Duckworth
            Nancy Tierney and William Gannini
            Brian Hunter
            Andre Loranger
            Charles Mandeville
            Lise Robidoux
            Carolyn and Edward Sabatino
            Monique Sabatino
            Peter and Christina Squillacci
            Gene Zylkuski

In Memory of: John Cosmas Minichiello
From: Michael Minichiello
            Maureen ODonnell
 
In Memory of: Catherine E. Phelps
From: Mr. Aram and Mrs. Lynda Kaprielian
            Natalie and Martin Tennant
            Bertha and Byron Williams

In Memory of: Susan Romano
From: Ronald L. Gelineau
 
In Memory of: Elizabeth H. Schumann
From: Walter Schumann
 
In Memory of: Shirley Silva
From: Diane Graca
 
In Memory of: Joanna Sorlien
From: Keri Miller
 
In Memory of: Burton Strom
From: Joan Lausier
 
In Memory of: Gerarda Sumner
From: Gregory and Karen Steinmetz
 
In Memory of: Joseph A. Voccio
From: Mary E. Costello
 
In Memory of: Joachim A. Weissfeld
From: Geoffrey and Judith Hopper
            Elizabeth Weissfeld Hopper
            Loredana and Stephen Lister
            Maurania Corp
            Paul A. Silver
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Nancy Whitacre from Exeter let Audubon 
know that a virtual birthday party for her 
son’s class was a huge hit and a safe way to 

celebrate during COVID. 
Through the Party for the Peregrines auction in 

2020, Nancy purchased a birthday party for her 
son and 20 friends. “I am a mom and an Audubon 
member. I purchased the Audubon party and hoped 
things would improve so we would be able to use it. As 2020 came and went, and 
2021 was not looking good for parties either, we got creative.”

Due to COVID, it was hard to get friends to come out for celebrations. “I reached 
out to my son’s third-grade teacher and asked if we could sponsor an event with 
Audubon virtually,” she explained. “We offered to cover the cost and the teacher 
would be able to help pick the program that best works with the class curriculum 
and her learning goals. His teacher was enthusiastic and fully on board. After a 
phone call or two with Audubon about how to make this happen, we were good to 
go. The Audubon team worked with my son’s teacher to arrange a virtual reptile 
program and all his friends learned that this was a gift to the class for his birthday. 
The Audubon Nature Shop in Bristol made up 20 goodie bags at a very nominal 
price. The staff even delivered them to the office in Smithfield, which was a more 
convenient pickup location for us.” 

Nancy has already approached both of her sons’ teachers this year to see if they 
could do it again in June. 

If you are looking to celebrate your child’s birthday during the school year, con-
sider a virtual celebration like the Whitacre family. Audubon is happy to work with 
your child’s teacher to bring a program into the classroom. And remember the 
goodie bags, a big hit with the kids! 

Exeter Family Celebrates with 
Audubon Virtual Birthday Party

Audubon Nature Center 
and Aquarium
Located in historic Bristol, Rhode Island, 
just 30 minutes from Providence, Newport, 
and Fall River, the award-winning Audubon 
Nature Center and Aquarium is one of  
Rhode Island’s most unique meeting 
venues. With beautiful trails, exhibits and 
aquarium, large meeting, reception, and 
outdoor patio space, the Nature Center 
provides a setting that will captivate guests.

Ideal for weddings, showers, or the site 
of  your next business meeting or off-site 
retreat.

For availability and reservations, visit asri.org and 
click on services or contact Anne DiMonti at (401) 
949-5454 x3116 or adimonti@asri.org.

Planning a
Celebration
or Special

Event?
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when you 
help us.

audubon 
raptor care

donate today: 
asri.org/raptorcare 

we can help 
wildlife...
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Most conservation-minded people know that habitat loss tops the list 
of threats to biological diversity. But in second place is a complex 
challenge: invasive species.

Plants, animals and even microbes comprise an immense list of invasive 
species that challenge conservationists globally. Grey squirrels and bull-
frogs have invaded Europe. Grass carp are now thriving throughout the 
Mississippi River system. Zebra mussels are clogging waterways. Countless 
Eurasian weeds have been partly blamed for the decline of grassland birds. 

As we confront invasives in New England, we are focusing on rare species 
protection and habitat management. Invasive species seep into day-to-day 
efforts at Audubon. They take up space and consume natural resources as 
well as straining our workforce and equipment. We know it is an important 
fight: native plants help protect clean water and air, and promote healthy soil 
and good habitat. Important too are the countless bird species and pollinat-
ing insects that rely on native plant foods.

As stewards of our natural heritage, Audubon does the right thing by try-
ing to minimize the growth of these species, but we long ago realized that we 
will never completely eradicate them. Some of the plants that we battle are 
bittersweet vine (Celastrus orbiculatus), Japanese barberry (Berberis thun-
bergii), several honeysuckle shrubs and vines (Lonicera spp.) and glossy 
buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica). Carefully timed mowing of fields sup-
presses many invasive plants. We also have focused workdays when conser-
vation staff cut plants within the forests. 

Though many invasive species emerged accidentally, many have been 
introduced. A prime example are plants moved globally for agriculture and 
horticulture. Thankfully, most of these plants are isolated and do not become 
invasive. 

Each plant exhibits habits and strategies that we must understand. There 
is increasing data on the often-subtle ecology and impacts of biotic inva-
sions as well as the fascinating survival skills of these successful colonists. 
Phytotoxicity, use of defensive chemicals or suppression of other plants is 
used by two common invaders. Garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolate), increas-

By Dr. Scott Ruhren, Senior Director of Conservation

Managing Invasive Species
SCIENCE & NATURE
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Deadline is September 13, 2021.
Visit asri.org/audubon-calendar.html for details.

Rhode Island Birding Trails 
Over 60 Places to Watch Birds 
in the Ocean State
Published by the Audubon Society of Rhode Island

Three separate trails: Northern 

Rhode Island, Southern Rhode 

Island, and East Bay and the Islands
All locations easily accessible.

Find out where the birders... bird! 

Order Now $14.95

ing in woodlands in Rhode Island, is one example. It invades by inhibiting 
the native beneficial fungi, known as mycorrhizae, in invaded soils. Barberry 
does the same. Even after barberry is removed, the soil chemistry is changed 
and native plants struggle to survive. 

Today, the invasive species problem grows more and more complicated, 
but scientists remain hopeful. At Audubon, we manage habitat for birds and 
other wildlife, including pollinators. We remain positive with our focus on 
protecting the native plants and animals, while working to keep the invaders 
under control. 

Order your copy at ribirdingtrails.com or purchase at 

the Audubon Nature Shop in Bristol.

Top row left: Common buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica); Center: Autumn olive (Elaeag-
nus umbellata); Right: Bittersweet vine (Celastrus orbiculatus). Bottom row: Control 
measures for invasive species include mowing fields and cutting back the plants.
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Continued from page 6

2009 bequest of folk artist Maxwell Mays of 295 acres in Coventry, now 
known as the Maxwell Mays Wildlife Refuge. Mays had bought the land 
in 1941, and loved to walk it, recalls Lawrence Taft, Audubon executive 
director since 2005. “He didn’t want a bulldozer to come in and square 
things off and create a housing development.” 

Mays approached other groups as well as Audubon about a potential 
bequest. But, says Taft, he liked Audubon’s plan to allow the public to 
enjoy the land as he had for so many decades, and decided the Society 
was the right steward for it. 

Not all Audubon land is open to the public. Hundreds of parcels aren’t 
– often, small pockets of land that may protect fragile habitat or are not 
suitable for walking trails or other public use.

Audubon is now more strategic than it once was in deciding what land 
to acquire, Taft says. “In the past, Audubon would often accept land dona-
tions without an understanding of how the property supported birds and 
wildlife, or any consideration of how it fit into a conservation plan. Now, 
Audubon looks to see what species it can support.” The Society manages 
its properties for specific populations of bird and wildlife and may alter 
its methods if those populations change. Caratunk Wildlife Refuge in 
Seekonk and Lewis-Dickens Farm on Block Island, for instance, con-
tain large tracts of grass or shrub habitat. These areas are important for 
Bobolinks, as an example, that nest in fields. But if that species should no 
longer use the property, Taft says, Audubon might alter the conservation 
plan to provide for other birds that require critical habitat for survival. 

Audubon also looks for ways to expand the boundaries of the proper-
ties it owns. “You end up with larger conservation buffers, without the 
responsibility of managing a new wildlife refuge … often, people don’t 
know that ownership has even changed. But for us, it’s a reason to cel-
ebrate when connected tracts of land remain wild.” 

A new chapter in Audubon’s conservation work opened in 2021 as Dr. 
Charles Clarkson was hired as Audubon’s first director of avian research. 
His work will guide Audubon’s management efforts and provide a better 
understanding of the long-term population trends of birds that depend 
upon Audubon properties. “It’s critical work relating to conservation and 
climate change,” Taft said, “and Audubon will share these results with 
other birding organizations across New England.” 

A capital campaign that ended in 2019 raised $7.5 million and left 
Audubon’s endowment in excellent shape, Hall says. But financial chal-
lenges aren’t the only ones that nonprofits face. Taft says the organiza-

tion is committed to making sure that Audubon’s programs and wildlife 
refuges are accessible to all, including those in urban communities and 
for people with different backgrounds and walks of life. In hiring new 
educators, he says, there is now a high preference for applicants who 
are bilingual, and Audubon is working on translating its website and 
trail maps into Spanish. Even physical locations are important. It’s no 
coincidence that the Nature Center in Bristol was built along a bus line 
and offers an all-accessible trail down to Narragansett Bay to provide 
visitors of all abilities the same connection to nature. Audubon also has 
urban birding walks in Providence’s Roger Williams Park, leads summer 
camps in the city, and brings nature programs to Providence libraries.

“We’ve got to bring our programs and outreach into communities 
where people live, not always out in the woods,” Taft said. “It’s impor-
tant to meet and engage people where they are.”

The issues that Audubon faces today are significantly different than 
those they advocated for in 1897, but the organization still depends on 
members and supporters who understand the vital importance of a strong 
and healthy environment. “The largest crisis we have ever faced is here,” 
said Taft. “Climate change will affect all Rhode Islanders as well as the 
birds and wildlife Audubon works to protect. Many voices, strong advo-
cacy, and environmental leadership will be critical in the years ahead.”

 
“Audubon will rise to meet the challenge, as we always have.”

Alan Rosenberg is a former executive editor of The Providence Jour-
nal who now helps nonprofits tell their stories. Reach him via email at  
AlanRosenbergRI@gmail.com.

125 YEARS OF ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP

Snowy Egrets (Egretta thula)
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Lewis-Dickens Farm on Block Island provides panoramic views of the Atlantic Ocean. It has been under Audubon’s protection since 1984. 
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14 WILDLIFE REFUGES OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

9,400+ ACRES PROTECTED 

$20,000,000
                    ENDOWMENT

2 REGISTERED STATE HOUSE LOBBYISTS

12,000

4 NATURE CENTERS

10,000 MEMBERS  
AND SUPPORTERS

36 FULL AND PART-TIME EMPLOYEES

500 AVERAGE ANNUAL 
VOLUNTEERS

AVERAGE ANNUAL  
STUDENTS SERVED

57,100
ANNUAL PEREGRINE 
WEBCAM VISITORS

AUDUBON BY THE NUMBERS

The Audubon Endowment is a per-
manently restricted fund that, by 
law, exists in perpetuity. 

Because the Audubon Endowment is 
invested, it allows for long-term stability, 
fiscal responsibility, and financial viability 
that keeps Audubon a vibrant and growing 
organization. It also enhances our cred-
ibility, relieves pressure on fund raising, 
allows program expansion, and provides 
independence. 

Donations of $10,000 or more to the 
Audubon Endowment can be recognized 
by a named designation, either for an indi-
vidual, family, or a cause you believe in.

Audubon Society of Rhode Island 
Named Endowment Funds

Audubon Society of Rhode Island Named Endowments 

Aust-Capron Memorial Fund
Barter-Moore Fund 
Edith Becker Fund

Mary Catherine Rogers Beckett Fund
John Brezinski Memorial Fund
Bristol Education Center Fund

Caratunk Fund
Mary B. Cottrell Fund
Severyn Dana Fund

Davis Memorial Wildlife Fund
Norman A. Deslauriers Fund 

Dickens Farm Fund
Patricia Meagher Dwyer Conservation Fund

John Raleigh Eldred Fund
Bayward Ewing Fund
Fisherville Brook Fund

Fort Nature Refuge Fund
Grout Memorial Fund
Alice O. Harris Fund

Jonathan H. Harwood Fund
Hicks-Borden Fund

Priscilla J. Hollis Fund
Walter Hammond Kimball Fund
Margaret Robinson Knight Fund

Kimball Memorial Garden Stewardship Fund
Kay Kinsey Fund

Kraus Wildlife Fund
Henry J. Larkin Wildlife Preserve Fund

Lorraine Leaney Fund
Little Rest Bird Club Fund
Lonesome Swamp Fund

Edward B. and Phoebe W. McAlpine Memorial Preserve Fund
Constance McCarthy Fund

McKenzie Wildlife Fund
George B. Parker Fund

Powder Mill Ledges Fund
Prudence Island Fund

Susan M. Romano Memorial Fund
Elton Sanford Fund

Alicia Perry Seavey Family Fund
South County Fund

Everett F. Southwick Fund
Touisset Marsh Fund

Viall Memorial Library Fund
Mrs. and Mr. Dudley A. Williams Memorial Fund

For more information contact Jeff Hall at 
jhall@asri.org or (401)-949-5454 ext. 3017. 
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In the 1950s, if you walked north on Prospect Street in Seekonk, it 
eventually led to forests, streams, farms, and pastures. As a young 
girl, Helen Brackett would walk from her home to explore these wild 

places and developed a life-long passion for nature. 
The Caratunk Wildlife Refuge isn’t far from Prospect Street, and 

Audubon has recently been the recipient of a generous gift from Helen’s 
estate to both upgrade the property and encourage visitation from the 
nearby urban communities of Providence, Pawtucket, and Central Falls. 
Her gift will provide numerous scholarship opportunities for campers, 
classrooms, and bus transportation to bring children to Caratunk and get 
them outside with our educators exploring the natural world.

With a doctorate in psychology, Helen championed the mental health 
benefits of nature and often worked with underserved communities in 
New York. “She found nature to be restorative, and healing,” explained 
her life-long friend Rosemary Wilson. “Helen looked to expand the 
worlds of children, especially those who might live in urban communi-
ties and have limited access to nature.” 

With Helen’s $200,000 gift, Audubon will reach out to families, 
schools, libraries, and community centers in nearby urban communities, 
focusing on Caratunk as a welcoming destination for all. Additional sum-
mer weekend assistants and camp staff will be hired, and Audubon is 
encouraging applications from those who are bilingual and from diverse 
backgrounds.

While she was a visionary when it came to children’s health and the 
importance of nature, Helen Brackett was also down to earth and under-
stood that basic needs must be met. The cost of a much-needed com-
postable restroom has been covered by the gift, as will several outdoor 
tents and cleaning supplies to safely engage children during the pan-
damic. New children’s chairs and tables will be purchased to accommo-
date the expanded school programs, along with necessary field explora-
tion tools such as nets, magnifiers, and field guides. Busloads of students 
and numerous summer campers will greatly benefit from the scholar-
ships, upgrades, and new exploration tools that are now available to them. 

“Helen’s career introduced her to many children in need,” Wilson said. 
“She would be pleased that her gift will bring so many children to Cara-
tunk, enabling them to explore and reap the benefits of nature.” 

Kids and Nature at Caratunk
Audubon Receives $200,000 Gift from the Helen Brackett Trust

Planning a
Celebration
or Special

Event?

Caratunk Barn
The big white barn at Caratunk provides the 
perfect rural setting for weddings, showers, 
family reunions or meetings. Birthday parties 
for children are also offered.

For availability and reservations regarding weddings and 
birthdays, visit asri.org and click on ‘services.’ For all other 
rental queries, contact Jon Scoones at jscoones@asri.org.
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LET’S GET SOCIAL!

LIKE/SHARE/FOLLOW

facebook.com/audubonRI

twitter.com/RIaudubon

instagram.com/RIaudubon

The most followed 
Audubon Facebook 
page in New England!

Maxwell Mays 
Lakefront Cottage
Coventry, RI
This charming cottage in western Coventry 
is on a secluded lake, part of  the Audubon 
Maxwell Mays Wildlife Refuge. Head out 
each day to canoe, bird watch, or hike on the 
property’s trails. 

This beautifully furnished wood and field 
stone camp features fireplace heat, a full 
kitchen, screened porch, dock, large deck 
overlooking the pond, outdoor gas grill, 
indoor plumbing, two bedrooms, one bath. 
The cottage sleeps five.

Perfect for an affordable weekend get-a-
way or a family vacation. Kids love it here! 
The cottage comes with a canoe and kayak. 
Available from May 1 to October 30th.

For details, visit asri.org and click on the services link.

Rent the 
Perfect 

Summer 
Retreat!

The Audubon conservation staff were busy this 
December out on the Parker Woodland Wildlife 
Refuge in Coventry. A number of existing board-

walks that cross wet and muddy areas have been restored 
for ease of visitor access to the trails. The work will be 
continuing during the winter months and will be completed 
in time for the busy spring birding season.

Restoration of Parker 
Woodland Boardwalks

Named for the year of the Audubon’s founding, the 1897 Society 
honors those whose leadership gifts enable the Audubon Society 
of Rhode Island to advance its mission of protecting birds, other 
wildlife and their habitats through conservation, education and 
advocacy. Our donors can take satisfaction that their contributions 
have an immediate and lasting impact on the people, wildlife and 
natural beauty of Rhode Island.

The 1897 Society celebrates donors who give annually at the $1,000 to $10,000+ level as 
special contributors to our ongoing mission and shall be recognized at the following levels:

Leader — $1,000 to $2,499
Advocate — $2,500 to $4,999
Conservator — $5,000 to $7,499

If you wish to join the 1897 Society and help promote the values and mission of Audubon, 
please visit asri.org/leadership or contact Jeff Hall at 401-949-5454 ext. 3017.

In recognition of their philanthropic charity, members of the 1897 Society enjoy a variety of 
exclusive benefits, including invitations to member-only events and special communications.

Audubon Society of Rhode Island

1897 Society

Benefactor — $7,500 to $9,999
Visionary — $10,000+
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Talk about timing! As we honor Audubon’s 125th anniversary, we 
have a new historic milestone to celebrate. Audubon donors gave 
over one million dollars last year to support environmental con-

servation, education, and advocacy. 
Several gifts in excess of $100,000 were provided to support our new 

avian research program and land acquisition. We also received major 
funding for marketing on commercial and public radio, improvements 
to the Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, and expanding program and summer 
camp scholarships to underserved communities in the Providence, Cen-
tral Falls, and Pawtucket areas.  

Donors supported our work at public libraries, the Martin Luther King 
Community Center in Newport, and provided funds to upgrade the Pow-
der Mill Ledges Raptor Care Facility. Audubon was the 5th most active 
charity during the state-wide 401Gives Program run by the United Way 
in April 2021. We are truly grateful for ALL of our supporters and the 
many ways in which you place your trust in us. Thank you. 

The 1897 Society honors those donors who 
annually give $1,000 or more.

Visionary ($10,000+)

Anonymous 
Gary and Dianne Abuelo
Howard Bayne Fund
Thomas and JoAnne Booth
John Brezinski* HLC

David and Tina Caldwell
Nate and Mary Chace
John H. Davis
Environment Council of RI
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel H. Hallowell, Jr. HLC

Donald Heitzmann HLC

Helen Ladd Brackett Trust
June Rockwell Levy Foundation
Peter and Kay Lisle
Maxwell Mays* HLC

Terry Meyer HLC

Vivian J. Palmieri Charitable Trust
Restore America’s Estuaries
Rhode Island Foundation
Roger Williams Conservancy
George L. Seavey HLC

Barbara Seith
Sharpe Family Foundation
Rebecca A. Silliman
Everett and Kristine Stuart HLC

Deborah A. Venator
Barbara Walsh and Earl Simson
Emily W. Westcott HLC

Hugh Willoughby HLC  

Conservator ($5,000+)

American Online Giving Foundation Inc.
Citizens Bank
CVS Health Charity Classic
Robert and Wendy Fournier HLC

Stanley and Florence Gairloch*
Frederick R. Griffiths HLC

A. Lloyd and Barbara Lagerquist* HLC

Maria Masse
Ed Pitoniak and Kate Barber
Leslie Samayoa
Elizabeth H. Schumann HLC

The Edwin S. Soforenko Foundation
The Kresge Foundation
The Last Green Valley, Inc
Michael Viveiros and Suzanne Dunkl

Advocate ($2,500+)

Anonymous
Bank of America
Abby Berkelhammer
Dennis Blais
James and Susan Bowers
Nicholas and Julia Califano
Charles and Eilish Clarkson
William DeAngelus
Michael and Susan Fox
Owen Heleen
Cory Jacques
Elizabeth A. Kilmartin
Chad LaCroix
Kathleen Melbourne and Lisa Close
Rosemary Moore and Josh Nesmith

O’Hanian-Szostak Family Foundation
Anne and Meredith Pearson
Stanley Pelli and Ann-Christine Duhaime
Christine Richards
Butch and Marty Roberts
Adoniram Sides and Kara Zanni
Mary C. Speare
Anne and Michael Szostak
The Daniel Rosenblatt Foundation
The Goldstone Fund Inc.
Timothy and Patricia Tuff
United Way of Rhode Island

Leader ($1,000+)

Anonymous
Gayle and John Amos
Mr. and Mrs. Dickson G. Boenning HLC

Donna Cameron Gricus and  
Paul Cameron Gricus

Barbara and Duncan Chapman
Mary Ann Cofrin and Tim Pafik
Elfriede A. Collis
Leslie Deardorff
Frank P. DiGregorio
Lawrence Geuss and Pamela Lenehan
David and Jean Golden HLC

Samantha Grabelle and Julius Mercure
Patty Grealish-Rust and Britt Grealish-Rust
David and Mary Gumbley
Jeffrey and Catherine Hall
John and Katrina Hele
Abby Hornstein
Roberta M. Humble HLC

Kathy and Pierre Irving
Joanna L Sorlien Charitable Trust
George Kortyna HLC

Laura Landen

Thomas and Cheryl Lisi
Charles Loveridge
Maine’s Public Universities
Linda Mathewson
Maurania Corp
John and Karin McCormick Foundation, Inc.
Deborah J. Mongeau
Betsy and Clarke Moody
Kathy Moore
Robert and Jill Parker
Suzanne and Peter Paton
Mark Perry
Mrs. Katherine B. Perry* HLC

Judith Queen
Kathleen Redgate and Sheila Finnegan
Janet L. Coit
William Reinert
Reynolds for Reynolds Charity Trust
David T. and Jennifer F. Riedel
Jane and Rich Schweinsburg
Frank and Joanne Sciuto
Amanda Shannon and John Kennedy
Mrs. Martha P. Sherman
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Sornborger HLC

Mary Sorrentino and Richard Stahl
Linley Souza
Mary C. Speare
David and Lisa Spencer
Paul and Patricia Stadnick
Linda A. Steere and Edward R. DiLuglio
Lawrence and Mary Louise Taft
Peter A. Tassia and Maija Lutz
The GoodCoin Foundation
The Nature Conservancy
The Redgate / Finnegan Charitable Fund
Andrew Thompson* HLC

Patricia Thompson and Rickey Thompson

Thank You for a Historic Year 

2021 Donors and Supporters
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Michael Torres
Scott C. Tsagarakis HLC

James VanCleve and Claudia Strauss
David and Ellen Wagner
Cynthia Warren and Martin Bauermeister HLC

Elizabeth Weissfeld Hopper
Kimberly and Jeffrey Westcott
Lauren Wilkinson
Holly Williams
Shawen Williams and Andrew MacKeith
Linda Williams
Maura Zimmer  

Trailblazer Plus ($500+)

Anonymous
Julian Almeida
Amica Companies Foundation
Ashaway Charitable Trust
Nancy Baler
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Ian Barnacle
Charles and Sophia Bauer
Daniel Becker
Frances and David Bergeron
Jill and Brad Blanknehorn
Jeffrey Blease
Deborah Boedeker and Kurt Raaflaub
Stephanie and Kevin Bongiovanni
Lizabeth Bourret and Patricia Harris
Douglas and Wendy Brennen
Donald and Ann Brouillette
Vaughn Bryner and Eric Bronner
Loren Byrne and Kim Seymour
Paula Carmichael and Richelle Russell
Andrea Catizone and Deborah Howard
A. Harry Cesario
Kathy Clarendon
Mary Clark
Donna Conroy
Mary E. Costello
Murray and Judith Danforth
Faye Dion
Louise Durfee
Erik Egge
The Feit Family
Alan Flam and Judy Scmonoff
Kathie Florsheim
Sarah Fogarty
Meghan Frost
Elizabeth and Joel Gates
Jonathan K. Gewirz
Donna Ginsberg
Luke and Roberta Gosselin
Pamela and Paul Goulet
John Gwynne, Jr.
Mark Hilty and Maryanne Noris
Barry and Kathleen Hittner
Claudia and Len Iannuccilli
Walter and Eileen Jachna
Jewish Community Center of RI
Christine Jocelyn
Lorraine Joubert and George Loomis
Barbara and James Kenney
Irving and Pauline Leven* HLC

Jane Linden and Betsy Grenier
Beth and Kathleen Luckenbach
Glenn and Ellen MacNaught
Carolyn Mark
Robert and Theresa Mathiesen
Gretchen Maurer HLC

Jerry and Christina McIntyre
Merrill and Margaret Moone
Keith Moreau
Patricia and Joseph Mundy
Zev and Ari Murgai
Lindsay Neagle
Newport Electric Construction Corp. (NEC Solar)
Helen O’Malley
Kevin and Amy Orth
Elizabeth Paquette and Jacqueline Proulx HLC

Cynthia B. Patterson
Laurie Petrone
David Pollack
Chris and Candy Powell HLC

Betsy and Lynn Puckett Fund
Peter and Marilyn Quesenberry
Larry D. and Jane G. Ransom
Daniel and Elizabeth Reardon
Daniela and Scott Roop
Alan R. Rote

Ellen and John Ruggiano
John and Gail Sampieri
Linda Sears
Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Sharpe, Jr.
Deming and Jane Sherman
Betsy and Richard Staples HLC

Gregory and Karen Steinmetz
Darlene Towne HLC

John and Evelyn Trevor Charitable Foundation
Wilcox Family Foundation  

Trailblazer ($250+)

Anonymous
Dean and Suzanne Albro
Amazon
Paul Anagnostopoulos
Anne and Michael Szostak Fund
Mildred Anthony
Elizabeth and Dale Azevedo
Michelle Baker
Suzanne Baldaia and Ernest Mayo
Allison and Charles Barrett
Diane Bartlett
Patricia Becker
Louis and Terry Belanger
Thomas and Kathryn Bendheim
Ted and Sandy Benttinen
Ellen Berren
Brenda and Harold Bibb
Blackbaud Giving Fund
R. Keith Blackwell HLC

Matthew and Marcella Blank
Mary Blasik
Edwin and Margaret Boger
Catherine Boisseau
Raymond and Brenda Bolster HLC

Anne Bowen
C. Brooke and Michael Brannigan
Sarah Brouillette
Ray Brown
Susan Budge
David Brunetti
Stephanie Caldwell
Christian and Lauren Capizzo
Ross Cheit and Kathleen Odean
Mary Churchill-DaSilva
Cynthia Clark
Sheryl Cohen
Ivan and Malinda Colón
Commonwealth Charitable Fund
Zachary and Emily Cunha
Meg Curran
Robyn and Keith Daniel
Julia Dearden
Michelle Denault and Mark Palmer
Stan Dimock
Thomas Doeppner
Norine Duncan
Ms. Carol Einhorn and Mr. Stuart Einhorn
Karen Elkins
Sandra and Richard Fahey
Fidelity Foundation
Roderick Fiske
Hope and John Foley
Ronald L. Gelineau
Thomas Getz and Margaret Finn
Susan Glogovac and Earl Carlson
Mrs. Sarah H. Godfrey
Godfrey Family Fund
Frederick and Kathleen Godley
Amy Gould
Brian Gross
John Halloran
John R. Harrington
Jamie Harrower
James and Tara Higgins
Nancy and Douglas Hinman
Anne and Jonathan Hird
Historic Metcalf Franklin Preservation
Gayle Gifford and Jonathan Howard
Sandra L. Jacobi
Constance and John Jacobucci
Helen Jankoski
Margaret E. Kane
Mary W. Karlsson
Eric and Esta Kawaoka
Robert D. Kenney
Margaret Kerr and Robert Vanderslice
Keith and Susan Killingbeck
Clare Kirby and Jim Maxwell

Ellen Kleinman
Robert and Connie Kok
Janet Koladay
Skip and Christine Lass
Ginny Leslie
Sarah Levinthal
Ann and George Lewis
Deborah S. Linnell
Loredana and Stephen Lister
Roger and Cynthia Lopata
Annabel Lyman
M. Ridolfi Family Fund
Kimberly MacKenzie and John Connors
MacKenzie-Connors Giving Fund
John MacLennan
Ken and Carol MacNaught
Tim and Pat Maloney
Charles Mandeville
Susan Marcus
Geoffrey and Loretta Marion
Juan Mariscal
Denis McCool and Jackie Savoie
John and Nancy McFadden
John Miller
Wendy Miller
Kara and David Milner
Martha Milot
Amy Moses
Anne Murray and Eleanor Murray
Mary Neil
Alice and John Nichols
Timothy O’Connor
William P. O’Neill
Suzanne and Peter Oppenheimer
Michael Ostiguy
Anna M. Palmer
Jill Parrett and Jim Rizzo
Lisa and Evan Philo
Isabella Porter and Edward Levine
Virginia Raho
Elise and William Ramos
Melissa Ridolfi
Jan and Henry Rines
Steve and Judy Ruscito
Lisa Russell

Catherine Sabo HLC

Nancy Safer
John Seaboldt
George and Theresa Seidel
Mrs. Frances Shippee
Rachel Simmons and David Kagan
Robert and Sarah Smith
David Soucy
John and Linda Stachelhaus
Anthony W. Stapleton
David and Jane Steele
Margaret T. Stone-Gaines
Geoffrey Swaebe
Cynthia and Edward Szymanski
Jody Tanzman
Lynn Taylor
Jo-Ann and Matthew Therien
Dorothy J. Thornley
Maria Trager and David Archambault
William Trimble
Carol Trocki
Kerry Tyson and Zachary King
Frederick and Loraine Vincent
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Waugh
Kristine Waxman
Douglas and Susan Wilson
Ina S. and David C. Woolman
John Woulfe
Linda and John Woulfe
Maura Zimmer
Bernard Zimmermann III and Cheryl A. King
Michael Zucker  
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$100+

Anonymous
Lynn C. Abbey
Katharine Accola
Laurie Adami
Charlie Adams
Judith Adams
Gabriel and James Alfieri
Melody Lloyd Allen and Jeffrey Vale
Allstate Foundation
Ann Alukonis
Anthony Anderson
Radford Rigsby and Nancy Anderson
Lee Andrews and Scott Levine
Ann and Joseph Anesta
Julianna Anthony
Mark and Kelly Antoniak
Mary and Ernesto Aparicio
Patricia Appleton
Anne D. Archibald
Charles Auger
Alan and Barbara August
Carol and Alfred Ayala
Edgar and Priscilla Bailey
Ann and Norman Baker
Allison and James Ball
Rebecca Ballou and Beth Schurman
Mary Banks
Stephen Barber
Shelley Barber
Judith and David Bard
Sandra J. Barkley
Barrett Family Charitable Fund
Danielle Barry
Neil and Cheryl Bartholomew
Mary Bartholomew
Rene Bartos
Marion Baust-Timpson and Cliff Timpson
Barbara Bean
Louise Beattie
Jill Bendick
Lisa Bennett
Shelly Bennett
Karen Berry
John and Patricia Biasuzzi
Ellen Biegert
Harrison and Arria Bilodeau
Judith and Bob Bisceglia
Daniel E. Blackford
Jane and Paul Blakeslee
Rose Blau
Anthony Bogar
Diane E. Boisvert
Douglas and Janice Book
Carol Brabant
Andrea Brace
Karen Bradbury
Meredith and Kevin Brady
Alan and Janice Branco
Samuel and Sarah Braun
Sherri and Thomas Briggs
Heather Brightman and Linda Brightman
Elizabeth Brito
Nancy Britto
Margaret Brodeur
Richard Brooks and Sophia Cohen
Kevin Brosnan
William Brosnan
Susan Brouillette
Wayne C. Browning
Finn and Barbara Brudevold
Palmira Brummett and James Fitzgerald

Linda Bruscato
Diann Bryans
Ralph and Rosemarie Bryden
Thomas Bryson
Allena Buchholz
Claire Buck
Patricia and Alan Buff
Laura Burkett
Bob and Ellen Bushnell
Joseph Buxbaum
Michael and Mary Callaghan
George Campbell
Pamela Campellone Bartolini
Lisa Campisi
Tony and Claudette Caparelli
Joseph and Theresa Capelo
Robert and Anne Cardoza
Eric and Maria Carpenter
David Carrington
Kevin and Mardee Carson
Virginia Carter
David Carter
Marie Case
John and Michael Casey
Jeffrey Schreck and Nancy Cassidy
John and Marion Castellucci
William and Annie Castelnovo-McMullen HLC

Tara Castro
David and Lorraine Casucci
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Catelli, Jr.
Margaret and Peter Caton
Marguerite Chadwick
David Chapman
Mrs. Virginia H. Chase
William and Claire Chatto
William Chen
Peter Child
Harris and Sally Chorney
Patryk Chrabol
Susan C. Church
Stephen Clark
Mary H. Clark
Christina Clayton and Stanley Kolber
Douglas and Janet Coates
John and Mary Jane Coffey
Thomas and Betsy Coghlin
Daten Cohen and Terri Spisso
The Colbert-Muetterties Family
Pam Coletta and Len Borges
Lavinia Connors
Lisa Connors
Gina Consylman
Anthony Conte
Patricia Cook
Natalie Coolen
Dominique and Patrick Coulombe
Patrick Coulombe
Stacy Couto
David and Jeanne Cox
Catherine Cressy and Mike Russo
Tim and Joy Csanadi
Jenny Cunningham
Michael Curtin
Shawna Cutting Malkoff and Michael Malkoff
Gary A. D’Amario
Herbert J. and Rosemary V. D’Arcy
Jerry and Janie Dauterive
Christine Davey
Davidson Holdings
Ruth Davis
Kenneth Davis
John Day
Donna Deandrea

Judith DeBlois
Megan Dennen
Allen and Jane Dennison
Mark and June DePasquale
H. Chris Der Vartanian
Jackson and Nanci Despres
Patricia Devereux
Anthony DiBella and Marjorie Ball
Carol DiCarlo
Elaine Dickstein
Kathy Dodsworth-Rugani and Richard Rugani
Margaret A. Doll
Carol Dorros and Boris Skurkovich
Carrie Drake and Richard Paull
Mrs. Elizabeth Drayton
Mary Dugan
Steven Dulude
Susan Dunn
Wayne and Bernice Durfee
Ronald DuVall
Valerie Dymsza
Ecoastal Design
Carl Edwards and Marylou Buyse
Karen and Kenneth Edwards
Jody Eisner
Harold and Debbie Ellis
Stephen Elman and Joanne D’Alcomo
Robert D. Emerson
Susan C. Emery
Bonnie England
Amelia L. Entin
Eleanor Erdman
Andrew and Mary Erickson
Reada Evans
Barbara Fahey
Pat Fairchild and John Sessions
Kim Falcone
Gail Faletto
Joyce Fallon
Jonathan and Sandra Farnum
Terry and Patricia Faulkner
Wenley S. Ferguson
Martha Fish and Adrian Bonéy
Martin Flaherty
Holly Flanagan
Shirley Ann Flynn
Katherine and Kevin Folan
Sharon and Frank Forleo
Nancy Forman
Martha Fraenkel
Elizabeth Franks
Steven and Barbara Fuller
Gordon and Paula Fuqua
Lynda Gaines
Jessica Gale
Ann Gallagher
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Gardrel
Robert Garzillo
Bob and Veronique Gerber
Kate Gerencser
Mr. Evan Gettings
Cynthia Gianfrancesco and Chuck Hobert
Elizabeth Gibbs and Eliot Raymond
Katherine Gibson
Richard and Mary Glenn
Dr. Stephen E. Glinick and  

Dr. Elizabeth A. Welch
James and Mary Goff
Brad Goff
Michelle and James Goldberg
Francis and Susan Golet
Denise Goluboff
Lenore Gonsalves

Joanne Gorman
Mark and Anna Goudreau
Lisa Gould and Kurt Voss
Ellen and Lawrence Grebstein
Carol and William Green
Michael Green
Joan and Walter Greene
Mary L. Greene
Steve and Judith Gregory
William and Deborah Grimm
Carolyn A. Griswold
Karen Gudmundson
Sharon Guglielmo
Jeff and Holly Guimond
Hazel Hackbarth
Akira and Zoe Hall
Michael and Peggy Hanney
Margaret Hanoian
Jed Dixon and Helen T. Hardy
Edward and Kathryn Hardy
Robert Harper and Vickie Stratford
Laura Harrington
Hilary and Ken Hartlaub
Paula Hartley
Catherine Hawkes
Roland and Marguerite Hebert
Mark and Mary Heffner
James Hendrickson
Jane Hennedy
Peter and Beverly Herstein
Jana Hesser
Debbie and Gary Hicks
Matthew and Anne Hird
Ronald L. Hofeldt Family
Tiffany Hogan
Stephen Holland
Deirdre Holland
Peter Amberg Hollmann
Garry and Cathy Holmstrom
Rachael Holt
Geoffrey and Judith Hopper
Cindy House
Laura Howe
Derek Howell
Paul and Roma-Gayle Howland
John and Cynthia Hughes
Debra Hughes
Hughes Family Fund
Tom Humphreys and O’rya Hyde-Keller
Diane and Edward Iannuccilli
Angela and Dante Ionata
Michael Isenberg
Amanda Izenstark
Francine Jackson
Stacie and Chris Jackson
Molly Jacobson
Elaine Jacques and Wanita Tull
Kenneth Jaeger
Warren and Janet Jagger
Jill Jann
Katherine Jenal
Mark and Deborah Jennings
George W. Johnson
Deborah Jones
Walter and Donna Kaehler
Sandra Kaufman
Phyllis Kay and Richard Donnelly
Kathleen Kelleher and Alexi Mangili
Mary and Michael Kenfield
Mary Louise Kennedy
Sarah and Charles Kern
Susan Kieronski
Byron King
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* = Deceased  
HLC = Hawkes’s Legacy Circle

With such an incredible year of philanthropy we 
are not able to list every donor that supported 
Audubon in 2021. We thank the 2,196 donors 
who gave less than $100. We appreciate support 
of any amount to protect birds, wildlife, and their 
habitats. Thank you.

James and Amy King
Crawford and Pamela Kirkpatrick
Richy and Terri Kless
Karen and Jerry Klingon
Brian Knight
Jonathan and Judith Knight
Mary Kollar
Joel and Cynthia Kramer
Michael and Alanna Krava
Melissa Welch and George Krol
Edith and Anthony Kubica
Tony Kugler and Erika Sevetson
Peter V. Lacouture
Ronald and Lorraine Laliberte
Stephen and Patricia Lang
Gaytha and Harold Langlois
Reynold and Marlene Larsen
Joel Larson
John and Cathy Lathrop
Jennifer Laurelli
Gayle and Chip Lawrence
Thomas Leahy
Douglas Learned
George and Heather Lee
Timothy Lehnert and Heather Thibodeau
Alicia and Michael Lenarcic
Ellen Lepak
James F. Levesque
Janice W. Libby
Marcia A. Lindsay
Mary Ann Lisi
Margaret Liss
Leah and Joe Loberti
Andre Loranger
Randy and Carla Lundquist
Julius Lundy
Patrick Luvara and Jill Wasserman
Catherine Lynn and John Puleo
Brian MacCracken
Ms. Susan Mackenzie
David and Diane Madsen
Joan Mahoney
Jed and Nicole Mahoney
Natalie S. Major
Patrick and Marilyn Malone
Kathryn and Peter Mandel
Don and Donna Manuppelli
Ellen Mara
Janet M. Mariani
Alita C. Marks
Ann Martelle
Michael Massey
Jane Masters
Douglas W. Materne
Elaine Mayer
Deborah Mazo
Elinore McCance-Katz and Michael Katz
Benjamin and Jean McCleary
Kari McDonald
Christi Mcginley
Kathleen  and Lawrence McGowan
Jane McIlmail
Susan and Dennis McKay
Alan and Ann McKenzie
Em McManamy
Richard and Claudia McNally
Bill and Marianne McNee
Jessica Medas
Jennifer Medeiros
Herman Medeiros
Pixie Medeiros
Mrs. Phoebe T. Meehan
Luis Mendes

Jesse Menning
Mr. Henry H. Meyer, Jr.
Dave and Sonya Meysembourg
Emma Migneault
Robert and Judith Miller
Susan Miller
Thomas and Deborah Miller
Keri Miller
Michael Minichiello
Michael and Sharon Monsour
Katie Montanaro and Jeff Dean
Eliza Moore
Pierre and Sarah Morenon
Paul and Joanne Morrissey
Michael Mort
James and Carolyn Moy
Emily Murphy-Prior
Carol Nahod
Carolyn M. Nally
Greg Nemes
Jennie Newkirk and Kennon Miller
Newkirk Miller Family Donor Advised Fund
Janet Nichols
Mary Niederman
John and Kathy Nottell
Mary and Steve Nugent
Simone Nunes-Duby and Anthony Nunes
Steven and Lisa O’Brien
Barbara O’Neil
Peter O’Neill
Maura O’Rourke
Sam Obstfeld
Maureen ODonnell
Gregg and Susan Oehler
Lyn Oliva
Jason Osburn
Janice and Larry Otoole
Linda Overton
Nancy D. Owen
John and Cheryl Pace
Barbara L. Pagh
Adam Pallant and Elizabeth Toll
Sara A. Panciera
Erin Papa
Beatrice A. Parker
Martha A. Parks
Lauren Parmelee
Gayle Patalano
Mr. Raymond P. Payson and Ms. Marcia Blount
Carolyn L. Pendegraph
Jeff and Beth Perry
Rebecca Perry
Elizabeth Pesce
Pfizer Foundation
Cindy Pierce and Joshua Lamb
Steven Pieroni
David and Amy Pierson
Susan Pitt and Gregg Oehler
Bruce Pitts
Plum Beach Garden Club
Elizabeth Plumer
Paula Polseno
Bancroft and Mary Poor
Ward Poor and Florence Poor
Gigi and Juan Porcelli
Eliot Porter
Melissa Poueymirou
Joan Prescott
Marsha Prindiville
William and Marilyn Pryor
John and Janet Przygoda
Robert Pump
Thomas Quinney

Theil and Tom Ramsbey
Beverly Rathbun
Kenneth Rawlinson
Daniel and Elizabeth Reardon
MaryEllen Regan
Ernest Reid and William Drinkwater
Steven and Beverly Reinert
John S. and Marianne Renza, Jr.
Kathleen Repoli
Elaine Rezendes
R.I. Parent Info. Network, Inc.
Ms. Evelyn T. Rhodes and Mr. Edward C. Long III
Glenn and Pamela Ricciarelli
Cathy Riccio
Barbara Rich and Roger Watson
Lynn and Shari Riley
Lise Robidoux
Deirdre Robinson
Stephen Rodkey
Julia M. Rogers
Kathy Rohrman
Michael I. Rosen
Dan Rote
Route 5 Auto Repairs, Inc.
Noel Rowe and Patricia Wright
Carmen and Jairo Rugel
Monique Sabatino
Ray and Bonnie Sabourin
James Sallinger
Salve Regina University
Frances Sammons
The Schaefer Family
Cynthia Scheinberg and Eliahu Klein
R. D. Schelleng
Barry and Libby Schiller HLC

Don Schim
Schneider Electric N.A. Foundation
David and Jana Schnell
Andrew Scholten
Walter Schumann
Angela Scieszka and Tom Sullivan
Jacqueline Scoones
William and Helen Scoones
Jo Anne Scorpio
John and Judith Scott
Dorothy Shackleton and David Abell
Gardiner and Cynthia Shattuck
Alan and Wendy Sheridan
Barbara Sherman
Richard and Elizabeth Shorrock
Roger and Diane Shott
M. Christine Sidler
Joan and Jan Siegrist
Mark Sigman and Susan Dey-Sigman
Mrs. Christine M. Skog
Mal Skowron
Barbara Slaight
Deborah J. Smith
Kelley Smith
Nicholas Smith and Susan Pavlow
Lawrence R. Soforenko
Andrew Sornborger and Christine Fiorello
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas D. Soutter
June Speakman
Mary Speakman
James Spears and Alita Marks
Michael Spencer and  

Katherine Almeida-Spencer
Mindy Spitz
Linda Stanich and Douglas Stephens
A. Michael and Heather Steers
Kirby Stephens
John and Linda Stevens

John Stevenson
Timothy Stewart
Ann and Roderick Stieg
Donna and Phil Stiness
Clare Stone and Martin Wencek
Greg and Brenda Stone
Christine Stone and Christopher Howe
Deborah Sullivan
Allison Sullivan
Kristen Swanberg and Michael Rossi
Robert Swanson and Patti Smith
Susan and Edward Synan
Irma Tabellione
Susan Tacent
Rosemary Tamaro
TD Ameritrade Clearing
Ann and David Telfer
Hazel Temple and David Whelan
Eugene and Martha Terrenzi
Bruce and Roxana Thomas
Lynn Thurston
TiBest Philanthropy
Jennifer Trachtman
Peter and Frances Trafton
Mike and Patty Trant
Joe Tucker and Jessaca Leinaweaver
Bradford R. Turner
Susan and Carl Valenstein
Melissa Wagner and William Duffy
Anthony and Doris Walsh
Margaret S. Warner
Gary Watros and Beverly Larson
Barbara and Randy Watts
Paul Webb and Alexis Barbour-Webb
Thompson and Joan Webb
Paula Weindel
Ilene Weismehl and Elie Bienenstock
Melissa Welch
Anne and David Wells
Rosanna and James Wertheimer
The Whipple Family
Tracy Whitford
Brenda Whorf
Jeffrey Wickham
Dorothy A. Wilkes
Amanda Wilson
Bruce and Carolyn Winter
John and Susan Wood
John Woolsey
Richard and Mary Worrell
Matt Wylie
Alex Yontz
Rick and Dotty Young
Gerald and Mary Young
Richard A. Younkin
YourCause, LLC
Linda Zannelli
Linda Zimmerman
Sheila Zompa
Gene Zylkuski

Report • Volume 56 • No. 1 • Winter 2022 27



Leaving Audubon 
in Your Will 
IS for the 
Birds!
Learn How Charitable Bequests 
Benefit YOU and NATURE. 
Bequests to Audubon can be:

Join a FREE Audubon Planned Giving Virtual Workshop
Thursday, March 3, 2022; 7:00 pm Tuesday, March 22, 2022; 1:00 pm
Monday, April 4, 2022; 7:00 pm Wednesday, May 4, 2022; 1:00 pm

One-hour virtual workshops led by Carol Golden, founder of Golden Philanthropy Advisors and 
trusted advisor at the Rhode Island Foundation for over 28 years. 

Please reserve your place by emailing Audubon Senior Director of Advancement Jeffrey Hall       
at jhall@asri.org or call 401-949-5454 ext 3017. 

A virtual link will be provided to all registered guests. For your privacy, these workshops will be held in webinar format.

• Simple • Flexible
• Versatile • A Way to Provide Tax Relief 
• A Significant Contribution to Protecting Rhode Island’s Future

Twice the fun
== because ==
WE KNOW YOU Love

BIRD WATCHING

7AM WEEKDAYS 10AM WEEKDAYS

RIPBS.ORG

digital 36.2
Cox 808/Verizon 478

digital 36.1
RI cable 08

Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium
1401 Hope Street, Bristol, RI

THINK SPRING! 
Bring Birds and Pollinators to Your Yard.
Bird boxes, feeders, and insect hotels are now in stock!

Visit the Audubon Nature Shop in Bristol, 
or shop online at asri.org/natureshop. 
Members receive 10% off purchases in Bristol and online.

B
ut
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om
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i

CEDAR BLUEBIRD BOXES
Quality, long-lasting boxes with easy side 
access for cleaning.

HUMMINGBIRD FEEDERS
Beautiful, long-lasting, and easy to clean.

INSECT HOTELS
Attract insects to pollinate your garden 
and reduce plant damage from pests. 

FELTED WOOL BIRDHOUSE
Charming for indoor décor, on a porch, 
or outdoor use. Small birds might climb 
inside, or pull the wool for their nests. 
Includes bottom clean-out door.
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In October 2021, a group of very enthusiastic and energetic 4th and 
5th graders from the Paul Cuffee Elementary School in Providence 
gathered at Neutaconkanut Hill Park. Part of the Wild Kids Club, 

these students were there to learn about birding and binoculars. They 
were shown how to properly hold the optics, adjust the eyepieces, and 
used the knob on top to focus. They even practiced on photos of vari-
ous bird species that had been cleverly placed in park trees at different 
heights. 

The best part? These children were able to take their “new” binocu-
lars home so they could continue their birding adventures. Now they 
share their knowledge with friends and family and bring the optics 
back for future club meetings. All the binoculars were provided by 
generous donors to encourage an interest in birding and curiosity of 
the natural world. 

The Providence Parks Urban Wildlife Refuge Partnership’s after-
school program, the Wild Kids Club, is led by April Alix, Conserva-
tion Program Coordinator. Alix is an expert naturalist, experienced 
educator, and former Audubon AmeriCorp Member. She enthusiasti-
cally treks up the trails with her club members each week in the fall. 
From wasp nests and mushrooms to soil erosion and dragonflies, the 
club explores all things “wild.”

April has taught the children to watch for birds by looking for move-
ment in the trees and listening for their chirps, calls and songs. A high-
light was when they spotted a Red-bellied Woodpecker feeding in the 
woods. The young birders were able to observe it with their new bin-
oculars and the excitement was contagious! 

Along the trail, they also saw American Robins, Blue Jays, Red-
tailed Hawks, Black-capped Chickadees, and Rock Pigeons, as well as 
heard Northern Flickers, and crows. The children even met an Audu-

bon supporter out birding - and they couldn’t wait to share their bird 
list and show off their new binoculars. 

 “The kids were all so excited about the binoculars,” Alix said. “They 
were incredibly respectful with the equipment and kept yelling ‘I CAN 
SEE SO FAR WITH THESE!’ We did have to teach them not to walk 
with binoculars held up to their eyes: a lesson even some adult birders, 
including me, often need to be reminded of!” 

“One of my young students kept repeating ‘I can’t believe we get 
to keep these!’ while another said, ‘I can’t believe how far I can see!’ 
immediately followed by a long listing all the things in his sight range,” 
Alix said. “He also promised he would bring his binoculars back the 
next time we met. Sure enough, he did!” 

With over 100 existing and accessible parks in the city, the Provi-
dence Parks Urban Wildlife Refuge Partnership aims to connect chil-
dren and families with nature where they live, work and play. Provi-
dence is one of the most ethnically diverse cities in the U.S. and has 
many underserved communities that lack the resources to experience 
nature outside of the city. However, 90% of children in Providence 
live within ten minutes of a park. This partnership has seized on this 
opportunity to make Providence’s abundance of green spaces a foun-
dation for education and fun, and to help youth build a long-lasting 
relationship to the natural world and their communities.

Audubon is proud to partner with Providence Parks Urban Wildlife 
Refuge Program and the Ocean State Birding Club to supply binoculars 
to young urban birders. We thank Tom Younkin for initiating this binocu-
lar program and Stacy Gale, 4th Grade Teacher at Paul Cuffee Elemen-
tary School, who proposed the Wild Kids Club in 2015. She continues to 
engage her students in outdoor learning.

“I can see SO FAR with these!”

Audubon and the Ocean State Birding Club collected 36 pairs 
of new and gently used binoculars from generous donors in 
2021. Thank you to our supporters who made this program 
such a success.

Providence Students  
Receive Donated Binoculars 
and Birding Lessons 
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Order Now! Only $14.95
Visit www.asri.org/natureshop to order your copy today.

Your Complete 
Guide to the 

Audubon Trails!Help our Membership Grow!
Audubon Society of  Rhode Island

Refer a
Friend!

All members receive free admission to the Audubon 
Nature Center & Aquarium and discounts at the 

Nature Shop. Membership also includes reduced fees 
for programs, rentals, birthday parties and more!

URBAN TREES 
They Bring Beauty, Birds, Wildlife and Critical 
Environmental Benefits to our Cities

Urbanization can be defined as the replacement of natural ecosys-
tems with artificial systems in order to support a growing human 
population and economy. With more population growth, urban 

areas are becoming denser with industrialized materials and byproducts, 
leaving less space for the natural environment to thrive. The importance 
of preserving, maintaining and growing these natural urban ecosystems 
in cities has major environmental, social and economic impacts. 

Street trees are a public resource and one tool for managing urban-
ization and providing critical green infrastructure in the cities. Trees in 
urban areas help intercept rainfall before it hits impervious surfaces, 
which reduces stormwater runoff and lower air temperatures by provid-
ing shade and cooling on high heat days. They encourage biodiversity 
and wildlife, and remove air pollutants which improves air quality and 
provides health benefits to frontline communities that are overburdened 
by pollution. From an economic perspective, urban trees can increase 
property value by enhancing neighborhood beauty, and making streets 
more walkable and bikeable. This in turn has a positive impact on busi-
nesses and will lower electricity usage in buildings surrounded by large 
tree canopies. Various studies have shown that trees in a community 
help improve mental health, can reduce crime and increase health recov-
ery rates.

Stormwater Tree Trenches incorporate all the benefits of street trees, 
but also treat polluted stormwater runoff and remove sediment that is det-
rimental to our urban water bodies and Narragansett Bay. Tree Trenches 
are designed to mimic nature and use the natural filtration properties of 
soil and plants to remove pollutants from stormwater runoff, improving 
both water quality and the habitat of birds and other wildlife that use 
urban lakes, rivers and ponds. 

The new Stormwater Tree Trench Design Guide was developed by the 
Providence Stormwater Innovation Center, Horsley Witten Group, the 
Southeast New England Program (SNEP) Network and the Providence 
Parks Department to help municipalities design and maintain greener, 
healthier, and more resilient tree trenches. This beautifully illustrated 
guide is an important tool to assist with the design process given spe-
cific stormwater objectives, site context, aesthetics, tree health, and 
maintenance capabilities. It is intended to encourage a creative, multi-
functional design approach specific to each project’s needs, goals, and 

budget. The guide will help improve communication between designers 
and municipalities as they plan and implement their green infrastructure 
projects.

To download a copy of this guide, 
please visit: stormwaterinnovation.org/
surface-tree-trench-options-guide

Roger Williams Park is home to the 
Providence Stormwater Innovation Center 
(PSIC)—a hub for innovative nature-
based solutions and green stormwater 
practices improving urban water quality 
and wildlife habitat in vital recreational 
green spaces. Learn more about the 
PSIC, volunteer opportunities, training 
workshops and events at: 
stormwaterinnovation.org/get-involved

Providence Stormwater Innovation Center Introduces the New Stormwater Tree Trench Design Guide

Examples of stormwater tree trenches in Providence.

By Ryan Kopp, Audubon Stormwater Coordinator

 STORMWATER TREE TRENCH 
DESIGN OPTIONS GUIDE

December, 2021

 STORMWATER TREE TRENCH 
DESIGN OPTIONS GUIDE

December, 2021
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Because of  you, 
the Osprey License Plate has 

provided hundreds of  
children with the opportunity to 
learn about nature. Thank you.

The 2022 legislative session is upon us, and Audubon is 
ready to pick up right where we left off on our top policy 
priorities. This year, we are more focused than ever on 

working with legislators and advocacy partners to protect pol-
linators and forestland habitats. 

Managing Neonicotinoid Pesticides and Protecting Bees, Butterflies, and Other Pollinators 
Pollinators are declining worldwide. Pesticides used for the control of mosquitoes and other widespread prob-

lem insects, as well as homeowner use of over-the-counter pesticides, contribute to the decline. Loss of habitat 
and climate change also impact their populations. Dr. Charles Clarkson, Audubon director of avian research, led 
the state’s Breeding Bird Atlas and has spoken about declining bird numbers in Rhode Island, matching trends 
seen worldwide. Research is showing a link between pesticide use, particularly neonicotinoids, and impacts on 
birds. Neonicotinoids (neonics) is a class of insecticides that affect the central nervous system of insects.

Audubon has worked for several years on issues related to pollinator health and habitat. In 2016, we began to 
advocate for a full ban on neonicotinoids (neonics), faced with strong opposition. Last year, we were pleased 
to report progress—the House passed a ban of neonics application by non-licensed professionals (H 5641 Sub 
A), which Representative Kislak is reintroducing this year, and Senator Miller will be sponsoring the legislation 
once again (S 702). We are grateful for their continued leadership in pushing for the protection of pollinators and 
addressing this threat to our ecosystem. 

The Protection of Forest Habitat and Solar Siting
Audubon prioritizes forest protection as legislation moves through the General Assembly to develop a com-

prehensive state siting plan for solar energy. To reach this solution, Audubon’s goal is to help protect resilient 
forests while maximizing solar installations on already developed land, gravel pits, landfills, brownfields, com-
mercially zoned properties, rooftops, and parking lots. 

Forests play a critical role in our environment. Therefore, mitigating climate change and providing necessary 
wildlife habitats are essential values that must be stressed in this process.

We recognize Rhode Island must deploy the necessary clean energy to face the growing threat of climate 
change. But we must do so while we protect Conservation Opportunity Areas, areas identified as critical core 
natural areas, sites, and corridors to safeguard Rhode Island’s key species and habitats, consistent with the 
State’s Wildlife Action Plan and the Value of Rhode Island Forests Report.

Today our forestlands continue to be lost and fragmented as we see the climate crisis and pressures from 
deploying more onshore solar play out. Municipalities need help to reach a balanced approach accelerating 
the growth of renewable energy while preserving critical forest habitats essential for carbon sequestration and 
wildlife habitat.

This challenge requires more state leadership with technical and legislative guidance. Not having comprehen-
sive solar siting reform for renewable energy will be a barrier to transitioning off fossil fuels and addressing the 
climate crisis specified in the 2021 Act on Climate.

 
Visit asri.org/lead to sign up to get the Audubon Eagle Eye Advocacy Update in your inbox! 

SPOT THE BEETLE, STOP THE BEETLE

Help prevent the spread of  
Asian Longhorned Beetle. 
When hiking the trails,  
look for signs of the beetle. 

For more information  
on how to detect this 
destructive invasive 
insect, visit www.asri.org  
and click on “conservation.”

Emerging 2022 Top Legislative Priorities 
for Audubon By Priscilla De La Cruz, Senior Director of Government Affairs

RHODE ISLAND LAND AND WATER 
CONSERVATION SUMMIT

New Dates! 
July 14, 15, 16, 2022

A multi-day summit is planned that includes field 
trips, social opportunities, networking and more. 

More information: landandwaterpartnership.org

NEW! 
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ON-LINE AUCTION 
FOR THE BIRDS!

May 2–6, 2022
BID FOR A CHANCE TO WIN 

UNIQUE NATURE EXPERIENCES 
AND MORE!

Choose One-of-a-kind Audubon Experiences:

• Annual Banding of  the Peregrine Falcons
• Private Raptor Photography Session
• Dinner and Banding of  Saw-whet Owls
• Birding Walks and  

Nature Trips 

Plus: Dining Packages, 
New England Tours, 
Family Entertainment 
and More!

Watch asri.org for details.

EVERY DAY IN MAY 
FREE 
BIRD WALKS 
Join the fun –
 beginners welcome! 
See page 11 for details. 
Registration required.

Children hunt for brown eggs in a natural setting and 
quickly learn how well the eggs camouflage.

AUDUBON CAMOUFLAGED 
EGG HUNT

April 9, 2022; 9:30–11:00 am

FOUR LOCATIONS 
- Audubon Nature Center and Aquarium, Bristol 
- Caratunk Wildlife Refuge, Seekonk 
- Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge, Exeter
- Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge, Smithfield

JOIN US FOR A

Register at asri.org/calendar

For more information, visit 
audubonbirthdayparties.com

Birthday Parties with AuduBon 

Are as eAsy as 1-2-3!

1. Choose a location! 
2. Make it yours!
3. have Fun! 

Go Wild!
Audubon birthday Parties


